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FURTHER REPORTAGE ON ABE-SHEVARDNADZE TALKS 


OW161221 Tokyo KYODO in English 1210 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan 16 KYODO -- Foreign Ministers Shintaro Abe of Japan and Eduard 
Shevardnadze of the Soviet Union ended two days of talks here Thursday without a visible 
progress on a northern territorial dispute that has prevented the signing of a peace 
treaty between the two countries, The two foreign ministers, however, obviously reached 
agreement to improve bilateral relations in economic and other fields, that had soured 
following the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 as well as over the territorial 
issue and other matters, 


They also agreed to maintain the momentum for their dialogue, with Abe proposing to 
visit Moscow within this year. Shevardnadze welcomed Abe's proposal, officials said. 


Japanese officials said the two countries are starting work on a joint communique to be 
issued at the end of Shevardnadze's Japan trip, the first by a Soviet foreign minister 
in 10 years. 


The officials declined comment on the the content of discussions about the territorial 
dispute over four northern islands under Soviet control since the closing days of 

World War II. They also gave no indication as to if and how the topic would be mention- 
ed in the communique which will be released probably after Shevardnadze's talks 

Saturday morning with Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone, 


Abe and Shevardnadze reiterated "the fundamental positions" of their countries on the 
thorny issue, a Foreign Ministry official said. In diplomatic Jargon, this means Abe 
apparently sought anew the return of the four Soviet-controlled islands while 
Shevardnadze denied the issue's existence itself. 


Abe conveyed an invitation to the Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, to visit Japan at 
an early date. Shevardnadze made no remark about the invitation, a Japanese official 
said, 


Despite their apparent failure to dramatically iron out their fundamental differences 
over the territorial issue, Abe and Shevardnadze made headway in the economic and trade 
areas, Abe, while pointing out the differnece in the economic structures of the two 
countries, proposed the upgrading of annual working-level trade consultations to a 
deputy ministers’ level and the first upgraded talks be held in Moscow March 11-12. 

The Soviet foreign minister promptly nodded his consent, a Japanese participant in the 
Abe-Shevardnadze talks said. 


The discussions between Shevardnadze and Abe lasted a total of nine hours Wednesday and 
Thursday, and at one time were anticiptated to go on into Friday as Abe canceled a 
press conference scheduled for 10 p.m. Thursday. Their talks were the first Japan- 
Soviet foreign ministerial consultations in eight years. 


Abe also said that four joint Japan-Soviet chemical projects would lead to an expansion 
of trade between the two countries which sagged in 1983 and 1984, Japanese Foreign 
Ministry officials said. 


They said Shevardnadze expressed the hope that his country would reach basic agreement 
with a Japanese delegation on details of a Sakhalin natural gas project. Officials 
said the Japanese group will leave for the Soviet Union later this month to discuss 
the delivery schedules and prices. 
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Abe told his Soviet guest that Tokyo has no plans to conclude a long-term economic 
cooperation pact with Moscow but that "case-by-case" economic cooperation is possible, 
according to Japanese officials. 


The officials said Abe, saying a new Soviet proposal regarding the stalled fishery talks 
in Moscow is unacceptable, requested a boost in catch quotas, and a sharp reduction in 
prices of marine products hauled within the Soviet Union's 200-mile fishery zones. In 
return, officials said, Shevardnadze called on Japan to ease restrictions on the opera- 
tions of Soviet fishing vessels within Japanese economic waters. 


In the course of the second and third round of ministerial talks with the Soviet foreign 
minister, Abe relayed Japanese readiness to resume science and technology cooperation 
talks, which were suspended after the second consultation in 1979 shortly before the 
Soivet invasion of Afghanistan. 


In the course of Thursday's consultations, the officials said, Abe urged the Soviet Union 
to fully look into the causes of the 1983 shooting down of a South Korean airliner by 
Soviet military aircraft over the Soviet island of Sakhalin. Shevardnadze said his 
country has nothing to discuss with Japan about the "unpleasant" episode that killed all 
269 people on board. 


The Soviet foreign minister pledged efforts to bring about signing of a cultural pact 
between the two countries at the time of Abe's trip to Moscow later this year, the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry officials said. 


Earlier in the day, Abe and Shevardnadze also discussed an Asian security conference 
proposal, made by Gorbachev last year, and other "confidence-building measures" to pro- 
mote Japan-Soviet relations and ease regional and global tensions. 


Japanese officials said Shevardnadze also explained to Abe Gorbachev's three-stage 
nuclear disarmament proposal and expressed concern about the growing U.S. military in- 


fluence in the Far East. 


Emergency Session on Communique 


0W170909 Tokyo KYODO in English 0857 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Excerpts] Tokyo, Jan. 17 KYODO -- Foreign Ministers Shintaro Abe of Japan and Eduard 
Shevardnadze of the Soviet Union held an emergency session Friday in an attempt to 

reach agreement on a joint communique, a high-ranking Foreign Ministry official revealed 
Friday. The extra meeting at the Iikura Guesthouse came after more than 10 hours of 
consultations between the Foreign Ministers Wednesday and Thursday on a territorial 
dispute, arms control and disarmament and other international and bilateral matters. 


The additional meeting, the senior Foreign Ministry official hinted, was focused on 
"the fundamental issue" of the dispute over Japanese claim to four Soviet-controlled 


northern islands. 


"Both sides hope to reach agreement on a joint communique" chronicling Shevardnadze's 
current visit to Japan, the first by a Soviet foreign minister in 10 years, and his 
talks with Abe, the official said. He added that Japan expects the two sides to reach 
agreement on a joint communique and its issuance to take play by Saturday. 
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Asking that he not be identified by name, the ministry official also said both Abe and 
Shevardnadze want to settle the communique issue before the visiting foreign minister 
neets with Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone Saturday morning. 


Shevardnadze said in Moscow just before his departure for Tokyo that he would be 
Cariyiug a ictter from Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to Nakasone. 


Japanese and Sovie: Foreign Ministry personnel raced against time in drawing up a draft 
communique but apparently stalled over the thorny territorial issue that has prevented 
the two countries from concluding a peace treaty. 


Abe and Shevardnadze decided to meet again at the heavily-guarded I[ikura Guest House 
before proceecing to the national theater to watch a Kabuki play. 


Foreign Ministry officials said Japan is calling for a communique that would follow the 
line of a 1973 joint communique referring to "unresolved" issues between Tokyo and 
Moscow since the end of World War II. Although at the time of then Prime Minister 
Kakuei Tanaka's visit to Moscow the Soviets verbally admitted the territorial issue to 
be one of the unresolved questions, they refused to put it in writing, according to the 
Japanese offictals. 


The Japanese Government considers the territorial dispute the key stumbling block to 
improving relations with the Soviet Union and has been seeking the return of Kunashiri, 
Etorofu, Habomai and Shikotan islands to Japanese control. 


During a Friday morning news conference immediately after a cabinet session and a 
briefing to Nakasone on his talks with Shevardnadze, Foreign Minister Abe expressed the 
hope that a communique would be issued later in the day. 


Abe Notes USSR's ‘New Style’ 
0W170313 Tokyo KYODO in English 0309 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Excerpts] Tokyo, Jan. 17 KYODO -- Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe expressed satisfaction 
Friday over two days of talks with his Soviet opposite number, Eduard Shevardnadze, with 
the overall outcome hanging on the issue of a nagging territorial dispute between the 
countries. Senior Foreign Ministry officials of both sides were working on the contents 
of the joint communique and Abe said he might meet with Shevardnadze again Friday in a 
bid to iron out differences. "Hopefully, the communique will be issued today (Friday) ," 
a senior Foreign Ministry official said. 


The two foreign ministers met for a total of 10 hours over three sessions Wednesday and 
Thursday, and the talks were marked by "a totally new style" on the part of the Soviet 
side, Abe said at a news conference Friday morning. He said the talks were conducted 
in an atmosphere "quite unlike the (Japanese-Soviet) meetings in the past.” 


Abe said he briefed Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone on the content of his talks with 
Shevardnadze at the end of a regular cabinet meeting Friday and Nakasone expressed 
approval over the talks. 


Abe said the territorial issue, which involves Japan's claim over a cluster of Soviet- 
occupied islands off northern Japan, remains the only issue to be worked out in the 
current Shevardnadze visit, which began last Wednesday. The Soviet minister is due 

to leave here Sunday. 
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The territorial dispute dominated the final session of the Abe-Shevardnadze talks 
Thursday, with both sides stating their country's basic position on the territorial 
issue. Abe said the important thing is for the countries to sit dow and talk. "Japan 
has its own position over the territorial issue, and of course the Soviets also have 
theirs," he said. 


Despite an obvious disagreement over the territorial issue, Abe said his impression of 
the talks was that Moscow wants to improve relations with Japan and make a new start in 
Japan-Soviet relations. 


Communique To Follow 1973's 
0W162313 Tokyo KYODO in English 1454 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 16 KYODO -- Japan and the Soviet Union ended the first regular 
foreign ministers talks in eight years here Thursday with an agreement to issue a joint 
communique at the end of Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze's current five-day visit. 
Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe and Shevardnadze each instructed their aides after 10 
hours of talks Wednesday and Thursday to begin work on a joint communique after a 
marathon dispute over four Soviet-controlled northern islands off Hokkaido, Japan's 
northernmost main island. 


A senior Japanese Foreign Ministry official strongly hinted that the Foreign Ministers 
May meet again before Shevardnadze's departure Sunday afternoon to agree on the pro- 
jected communique itseif. 


The official said Japan expects the communique to follow the line of a 1973 joint com- 
unique issued at the end of then Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka's visit to Moscow over 
the territorial issue. That communique mentioned the existence of "unresolved" issues 
between Tokyo and Moscow. The Japanese Government maintains that the territorial ques- 
tion is one of the unresolved issues while the Kremlin subsequently argued the terri- 
torial question no longer exists. 


Discussions about the territorial question consumed roughly two hours of the third 
round of talks between the two foreign ministers that lasted three hours and 30 minutes, 
according to the Foreign Ministry official who declined ta be named. Japan hopes to 
win the reversion of the four islands which would follow *he conclusion of a peace 
treaty between the two neighboring countries. 


U.S. HOLDS MUTUAL DEFENSE TALKS IN HONOLULU 


Talks Begin 15 January 


0W160109 Tokyo KYODO in English 0103 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Honolulu, Jan. 15 KYODO -- Japanese and United States officials Wednesday found 
a shared perception on the persistent Soviet military buildup, Japanese officials said. 
Diplomats and defense officials of the two countries reached the agreement on the open- 
ing day of their annual high-level discussions on security, which will last through 
Friday. Both parties also agreed to consider mutual defense cooperation without link- 
ing it to bilateral trade disputes, the officials said. 


Vice Defense Minister Shinji Yazaki and Deputy Foreign Minister Shinichi Yanai were 
among members of the Japanese team at the talks. Assistant Secretary of Defense 


Richard Armitage headed the American delegation. 


IV. 17 Jan 86 C 5 JAPAN 


USSR Arms Buildup Discussed 
0W160543 Tokyo KYODO in English 0438 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Honolulu, Jan. 15 KYODO -- Japanese and U.S. officials shared concern at a |: 
meeting Wednesday about the steady increase of Soviet forces around the world despite 
a recent conciliatory mood between the superpowers following the Reagan-Gorbachev sun- 
mit talks in Geneva last November, Japanese sources said. The first-day session of the 
working-level consultation on security between Japan and the United States focused 

on Soviet global military strategy and evaluation of defense efforts by the allied 
powers. 


The two sides also shared the view that the Japan-U.S. security has made an important 
role in maintaining world peace and stability, the sources said. 


During the meeting, the 16th of its kind, the U.S. side made it clear that it does not 
link the defense issue to that of trade friction between the two countries, the sources 
said. 


In an opening speech at the meeting, U.S. Ambassador to Tokyo Mike Mansfield said 
that U.S.-Japan relations on security have been further strengthened in the past two 
years thanks to Japan's efforts to improve its defense capability. He said the 

U.S. welcomed the Japanese Government's projected new defense buildup program for 
1986-1990 and its decision to transfer military technology to the U.S. 


The ambassador also applauded Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone's reappointment of 
Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe and Defense Agency Chief Koichi Kato, saying that Japan 
has been steadily making efforts to beef up its defense capability. 


Shinji Yazaki, deputy chief of the Defense Agency and the head of the Japanese delega- 
tion, made an overall presentation of Japan's defense policy with emphasis on the 
defense role Japan plays in the Far East. In explaining about the government's 
3,343.5-billion-yen defense budget plan (up 6.58 percent) for next fiscal 1386 starting 
in April, Yazaki said the Tokyo Government thinks the defense outlay is sufficient as 
the budget for the initial year of the five-year new defense buildup plan. The 

budget plan is now before the Diet to get the parliamentary approval. 


Japan will continue defense efforts steadily with a basic posture of maintaining 
the balance of power to cope with the increasing Soviet military buildup, Yazaki said. 


Richard Armitage, assistant secretary of defense for international security, gave a 
review of global military situation and pointed to the increasing Soviet military 
power, including the growing number of submarine-launched ballistic missiles and 
Kiev-class aircraft carriers and new "black jack" bombers. Armitage said there is no 
change in the increasing trend of Soviet buildup despite the mood for eased tension 
after the Geneva summit last November. The Japanese side agreed to the view. 


Armitage also expressed a strong interest and concern about the Philippine presidential 
election scheduled for February 7 and the role Libya is playing in the Middle East. 


Shinichi Yanai, Japan's deputy foreign minister, referred to the current Japan visit 
of Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze for regular ministerial talks, saying 
that the territorial issue over four Soviet-held islands east of Hokkaido is a basic 
problem between Tokyo and Moscow and Japan seeks solution to it. 
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Air Defense Buildup Urged 
0W170539 Tokyo KYODO in English 0530 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Honolulu, Jan. 16 KYODO -- Japanese and U.S. officials agreed at a meeting here 
Thursday the future defense buildup around Japan should give priority to improvements in 
air defense and war sustainability. The officials exchanged views mainly on Japan's 
defense and war sustainability. The officials exchanged views mainly on Japan's defense 
buildup in the second-day session of the 16th working level bilateral consultations on 
security. 


The U.S. appreciated as "well-balanced" Japan's 3,343.5 billion-yen defense budget plan 
(up 6.58 percent) for fiscal 1986 starting in April. 


Japan also explained that it is doubling spending on ammunition in the ‘efense budget 
plan compared with 1980 to improve war sustainability. 


Adm. Ronald Hays, U.S. military commander in the Pacific, said both sides were Lacking 

in war sustainability and air defense power. On air capability over the sea, the U.S. 

agreed to a Japanese request to provide detailed data on over-the-horizon radar. Hays 

said the U.S. Navy plans to complete tests on the radar within this year and install it 
on Guam and Amchitka Islands in the Pacific. Japan said Nansei Island south of Kyushu 

is a likely site for it to install the radar. 


Seiki Nishihiro, head of the Defense Agency's Defense Bureau, said the budget for 1986 
would enable Japan to procure major equipment toward accomplishment of the new defense 
buildup program for 1986-1990. 


Richard Armitage, U.S. assistant secretary of defense for international security, said 
it appeared from the budget plan that Japan would attain the goal laid down in its 1976 
national defense program outline. 


The U.S. side said U.S. forces would shortly dispose [as received] more warships in the 
pacific in the light of Soviet naval buildup there. 


NAKASONE RETURNS FROM CANADA VISIT 16 JANUARY 


0W160633 Tokyo KYODO in Erglish 0625 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 16 KYODO -- Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone returned to Tokyo 
Thursday afternoon after a five-day official visist to Canada. The premier was welcomed 
at Tokyo's Haneda Airport by Director-General of the Management and Coordination Agency 
Masumi Esaki, who served as the acting prime minister during Nakasone's absense. Also 
on hand to welcome the Nakasone party home were Masaharu Cotoda, chief cabinet secre- 
tary, and Kiichi Miyazawa, chairman of the Executive Board of the ruling Liberal-De- 


mocratic party. 


While in Canada, Nakasone had two rounds of talks with his opposite number, Brian 
Mulroney, who committed himself to helping Nakasone make a success of the upcoming 
summit of seven industrialized nations, scheduled to take place in Tokyo this May. 
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EMBASSY IN BEIJING EXPLAINS 11 JAN STATEMENT 


SK170217 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2100 GMT 13 Jan 86 


[Text] The embassy of our country in Beijing held a press conference on 13 January in 
connection with the publication of the DPRK Foreign Ministry statement for the cessa- 
tion of large-scale military exercises in order to ease tension on the Korean peninsula 
and create a favorable environment for North-South dialogue. 


A portrait of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song was placed in front of the press 
conference site. 


The press conference was attended by reporters of Chinese newspapers, news agencies, and 
radios and functionaries of the publication and news media organizations and by publica- 
tion functionaries and correspondents cf the embassies of many foreign countries in 
China. At the press conference, Kim Chang-kyu, charge d'affaires of the embassy of our 
country in China, spoke. 


He said that the DPRK Government, as an important measure to ease tension on the Korean 
peninsula and create a decisively favorable: environment for North-South dialogue, de- 
cided not to stage large-scale military exercises throughout the northern half of the 
republic and to cease ali military exercises during the period of North-South dialogue, 
and proposed that the U.S. Government and the South Korean authorities, in response to 
our proposal, declare not to stage military exercises throughout the whole area of 
South Korea from 1 February 1986, and put this into practice. 


He stressed that it is not suitable to hold face-to-face dialogues while staging war 
exercises against the opposite party to dialogue, and that it is clear that this will 
only aggravate situation, deepen mutual distrust, and increase the danger of war. 


Saying that our proposal for the cessation of military exercises is a peace-loving 
proposal which fully agrees with the desire of the Korean people and the peace-loving 
peoples of the world, and which has most adequately reflected the situation on the 
Korean peninsula, he said that. if our proposal is realized, North-South relations 
will be improved conspicuously in Korea, the atmosphere of peace will be gradually 
created on the Korean peninsula, and an affirmative change will be made in the rela- 
tions between our country and the United States as well. 


He stressed that our fundamental measure is for the purpose of easing tension on the 
Korean peninsula by all means, making smooth progress in North-South dialogue, and 
creating a favorable aspect to realize highest-level talks as well in the future. 
Then, he expressed a conviction that the peace-loving peoples and press circles of 
the world will extend warm support and active cooperation toward our fair and just 
measure. 


SKNDP SFOKESMAN'S STATEMENT SUPPORTS PROPOSAL 


SK160458 (Clandestine) Voice of National Salvation in Korean to South Korea 0300 GMT 
15 Jan 86 


[Statement issued in Seoul on 13 January by a spokesman of the South Korean Nationai 
Democratic Front -- read by announcer] 


Text] In a statement issued by the Foreign Ministry on 11 January, the DPRK declared 
that, as the impcrtant measure to ease the tension on the Korean pe: insula and create 
decisively favorable environments for the North-South dialogue, it has decided to re- 
frain from conducting large-scale military exercises throughout the northern half of 
the republic from 1 February 1986 and to stop all military exercises during the 
period of the North-South dialogue. 
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Solemnly declaring this decision at home and abroad, the North called on the U.S. 
Government and the South Korean authorities to announce, in response to this proposal, 
that military exercises would not be held in the whole area of South Korea from 1 Feb- 
ruary 1986, and to put it into practice. 


This important announcement, a timely and epochal measure designed to place value in the 
North-South dialogue and to make it advance without interruption in conformity with the 
aspirations and desire of the entire people, is now provoking galvanizing repercussions 
not only among the masses of all walks of life in South Korea, but also among the world's 
peace-loving people. 


Together with the masses of all walks of life in South Korea who love the people and the 
nation, the South Korean National Democratic Front [SKNDF] expresses its approval of the 
North's proposal advanced for the promotion of an independent and peaceful reunification 
of the country by easing the tension on the Korean peninsula, preventing the danger of 
war, and creating favorable conditions for the dialogue between the North and South. 


At present, various forms of dialogue are being conducted in succession between the North 
and South amid the great concern of the entire people. For all of these dialogues to 
come to substantial fruition in conformity with the desire and aspirations of the entire 
people, it is imperative to provide, first of all, conditions and an environment favor- 
able to the dialogue. 


As clearly stated in the new year's address of President Kim Il-song, the sun of the na- 
tion, ic is imperative to ease the tension between the North and South and to absolutely 
refrain from conducting military exercises against the other party of the dialogue in 
order to make the North-South dialogue a success. It is a great prerequisite to pro- 
viding favorable conditions for the North-South dialogue that the two sides to dialogue 
should stop all sorts of military exercises that are mutually hostile. 


Only when the military exercises are limited can the atmosphere of hostility and con- 
frontation be dispelled, can the spirit of unity based on trust and harmony be encour- 
aged, and can environments favorable to the dialogue for reunification be provided 
through the relaxation of tension. 


Since the North-South dialogue itself is aimed at promoting an atmosphere of national 
harmony and at hastening national reunification in the sptrit of [word indistinct], the 
launching of military exercises by any party to dialogue in hostility toward the other 
party during the dialogue for reunification is a taboo that must be given up immediately. 


If any party to dialogue conducts military exercises assuming the other party as the 
target, instead of trying to melt the ice of tension by the warmth of national harmony 
and unity, the dangerous nature of the situation will reach an extreme point and will 
eventually bring ahout such a scandalous development as the suspending of the dialogue. 


If any party to dialogue says that it wants dialogue on the one hand and attempts to con- 
duct military exercises against the other party on the other hand, it amounts to a de- 
claration of disrupting dialogue, a de facto refusal to hold dialogue for reunification. 
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This important measure advanced by the North is a great measure of national salvation 
capable of laying the foundation for reunification by preventing unfortunate developments 
that could stall the North-South dialogue in advance and by making the dialogue advance 
in a desirable way. 


We strongly call on the U.S. and South Korean authorities to immediately respond to the 
North's proposal designed to put the trend of the situation on the Korean peninsula on 
the course of relaxation and to provide favorable conditions for dialogue. 


It is none other than the United States that is exacerbating the situation on the 

Korean peninsula and forceably continuing military exercises in South Korea. It is 

also the United States that is running counter to the North-South dialogue through 
military exercises. Last Year, the United States caused the suspension of the hard-won 
North-South dialogue for 6 months by staging the "Team Spirit-85" South Korea-U.S. 

joint military exercise and then cast an ominous gloom over the prospects for dialogue 
and kept the tension between the North and South exacerbated even during the period of 
the brisk North-South dialogue by instigating the South Korean rulers to kick up such 
large-scale military exercise rackets as "Myolgong," “Pakchwi," "ttangbol," "Paengnyong," 
"Ssangyong," “Sunggong," and "Ulchi." 


The United States should stop committing acts of deliberately running counter to the 
North-South dialogue by launching military exercises in South Korea and in its neighbor- 
ing areas and should stop doing things injurious to the work of reunifying our country 
instead of things helpful to it. 


The persons in authority in South Korea, too, should rechart their course toward the 
relaxation of tension instead of the exacerbation of tension and should display their 
sincerity in order to make the dialogue successful in the spirit of national unity. 


If the U.S. and South Korean authorities show a negative reaction to the North's proposal 
by allowing themselves to be obsessed by the confrontational consciousness, they will 
receive greater denunciation from the South Korean masses as the destroyers of the 
North-South dialogue. 

[Dated] 13 January 1986, Seoul 


KRASNYA ZVEZDA CITED ON USSR PEACE EFFORTS 


§K170520 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2200 GMT 12 Jan 86 


[Text] The Soviet paper KRASNYA ZVEZDA on 8 January, under the headline "Fully Resolved," 
carried an article on the efforts which the Soviet Union and Korea have made to consoli- 
date peace and security in Asia and the world. 


The paper said that, as noted during the recent official goodwill visit to the Soviet 
Union by Comrade Kang Song-san, member of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central 
Committee and premier of the DPRK State Administration Council, the situation in Asia 
and the Far East in which the imperialists’ military activities have been conspicuously 
intensified lately have become a matter of special interest to the Soviet Union and the 


DPRK. 


Saying that huge U.S. forces are concentrated in the Asia and Pacific region, the paper 
went to add: The military potential of the United States and its allies is being 
increased and the gun sounds are ringing out in the areas adjacent to the borders of 
the Soviet Union, the DPRK, and other socialist countries. The imperialists are 
seeking their hegemonic objectives and trying to sow the seeds of discord among the 
peoples of Asia. 
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Saying that the danger of the Asian Continent calls for the efforts of all Asian 
countries to guarantee the peace and security of the continent, the paper noted: What 
plays an important affirmative role in .he struggle to improve the situation in 

Asia and the Pacific region is the peace-loving policies of the DPRK. These policies 
are invariably supported by the Soviet Union. The Soviet people are extending soli- 
darity with the Korean people's struggle to settle the reunification question of the 
country -- the fundamental question of the nation which has been divided by the U.S. 
imperialist. When Korea was liberated, the Soviet Union made all possible efforts 

to prevent its division. Soviet delegates defended the Korean people's interests at 
numerous important international meetings. 


During the past 40 years, in the United Nations the Soviet Union has protected the 
Korean people's right to shape their destiny by themselves and supported and encouraged 
the consolidation of the Korean people's stand in the international community. The 
DPRK's realistic, peace-loving proposals are for the purpose of improving the situation 
on the Korean peninsula. The proposals envisage turning the Korean peninsula into a 
nuclear-iree zone, the conclusion of a peace agreement in place of the present of the 
Armistic Agreement, the adoption of a declaration of nonaggression between the North 

and South, the reduction of their armed forces, and the realization of North-South é 
parliamentary talks. Lately the DPRK has proposed the cessation of military exercises 

on the Korean peninsula. If these proposals are realized, needless to say, tavorable 
conditions will be practically provided for making the situation of the Korean peninsula 
sound and for holding profitable dialogue between the North and South. 


The paper mentioned the DPRK initiative to withdraw U.S. forces from South Korea and to 
reunify the countryin a peaceful way and in accordance with democratic principles. The 
paper said that United States, which is keeping some 40,000 U.S. troops in South 

Korea, is ignoring the DPRK's proposals, while persistently hampering the efforts 

to find the way to the peaceful reunification of the country and scheming to increase 
nuclear potentials in South Korea. 


In conclusion, the paper said: Valuing and consolidating the friendship with the 
socialist countries are one of the basic ubjectives of the Soviet foreign policy. What 
is important in the complicated situation of the Far East and the rest of the world 

is Soviet-Korea cooperation, which is being strengthened and consolidated. Our two 
countries are filled with the determination to seek ways to strengthen peace and secu- 
rity in Asia and the world. 


IUS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING ENDS 
SK170459 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0446 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Pyongyang January 17 (KCNA) -- The meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
International Union of Students which opened here on January 14 closed on the 16th 
after successfully concluding the discussion of the agenda items. A two-day plenary 
session was held before the closing session. 


The plenary session summed up successes and experience gained in the work of the Inter- 
national Union of Students since its 14th congress held in Sofia in 1984. It was 
stressed at the plenary session that the 12th World Festival of Youth and Students 
powerfully demonstrated the might of the friendship and unity among the world's 
progressive youth and students closely rallied under the banner of anti-imperialism, 
anti-war and peace. The session denounced the aggressive moves of the U.S.-led 
imperialists who are heightening tensions and constantly increasing the danger of a 
new global war in all parts of the world. 
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It also expressed full support and firm solidarity for the just struggle of the revolu- 
tionary people, youth and students of the world including those of Palestine, Nicaragua 
and Namibia against the colonialist policy and aggressive moves of the U.S. imperialists 
and their stouges. Raised at the plenary session were tasks facing the International 
Union of Students this year, an international year of peace, and tasks of the world's 
progressive students and their organizations in celebrating the 40th founding anniver- 
sary of the International Union of Students on a grand scale. It also discussed the 
tasks of students for pesce, security and cooperation in the Asian and Pacific region 
and adopted an appeal to all the students of the world and their organizations. 


The appeal calls upon the people, youth and students in the Far East, Middle East, the 
Pacific and Oceania to wage an energetic struggle to remove nuclear weapons from these 
regions and establish nuclear-free, peace zones there. It expresses firm solidarity 
with the Korean people, youth and students in their struggle against the U.S. military 
occupation of South Korea and mass deployment of nuclear weapons there and for the 
relaxation of tension and the removal of the danger of war on the Korean peninsula and 
for the independent and peaceful reunification of the country. 


The appeal also calls upon all the students and their organizations in the world to 
express firm solidarity with and support to the people and students in the Asian and 
Pacific region in their just struggle. 


The closing session was held at the People's Palace of Culture on the morning of January 
16. The session adopted amid an enthusiastic applause of the attendants letters of 
thanks to Comrade Kim Il-song, president of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
and general secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, and to 
dear Courade Kim Chong-il. 


The session admitted the student organizations of Fiji and St. Lucia as members of the 
Executive Comaittee. It also adopted ten documents including a resolution on the work 
of the Secretariat of the ISU and future tasks and activities, a declaration of inter- 
national year of peace -- 1986, and a resolution on the 40th anniversary of the ISU, 
President Miroslav Stepan delivered a speech at the closing session. 


Kim Speaks at Banquet 
SK171101 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1049 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Pyongyang January 17 (KCNA) -- The great leader President Kim Il-song stressed 
that all the student youths around the world must take the lead in the anti-imperialist 
struggle and courageously fight to prevent a new world war, a thermonuclear war, and 
safeguard world peace and security. He said this at the banquet he arranged on 

January 17 in honor of the delegates who had attended the meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the International Union of Students [IUS]. 


Pointing out that because of the U.S.-led imperialists’ evil acts the people of the 
world today are at the crossroads where to choose between war and peace, between 
dependence and independence, he stated: It is the most pressing and solemn task at 
this moment to oppose aggression and war and defend peace. 
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The student youths who fight for justice and truth through thick and thin, with a 
vivacious fighting spirit and revolutionary stamina, constitute a great anti-imperialist, 
peace force of our time. The student youths of the five continents must turn out as one 
to form an extensive united front and develop a more powerful anti-war, anti-nuclear 
peace campaign on a regional or global basis. They must fight to check and frustrate 

the imperialists' miltiary buildup in terms of arms and strength, achieve a universal and 
complete abolition of armaments and create and expand nuclear-free, peace zones in many 
parts of the world. 


Noting that today the greatest danger of nuclear war hovers over the Korean peninsula, 
President Kim Il-song said: The U.S. imperialists are shipping large numbers of dif- 
ferent kinds of nuclear weapons into South Korea, holding noisy nuclear war exercises 
frequently there. 


Preventing the danger of nuclear war on the Korean peninsula is vital not only to the 
destiny of the Korean nation, but also to the defense of world peace. Whoever values 
peace ought to pay attention to the grave situation on the Korean peninsula and take 

an active part in the struggle to remove the danger of war in our country. 


The Korean student youths, with the positive support and encouragement of the progressive 
student youths throughout the world, will fight staunchly to get the U.S. troops and 
their nuclear weapons out of South Korea and ensure a durable peace on the Korean penin- 
sula. 


KIM IL-SONG MEETS MOZAMBIQUE'S DOS SANTOS 
SK161052 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1024 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Pyongyang January 16 (KCNA) -- The great leader President Kim Il-song on 

January 16 received Marcelino dos Santos, member of the political bureau of the Central 
Committee, and its secretary for economic policy, of the Mozambique Liberation Front 
Party (Frelimo Party) and secretary of the Permanent Commission of the People's Assembly, 
and his entourage, on a visit to our country. 


Present there were Kim Hwan, member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the Workers' Party of Korea, Chong Song-nam, minister of external economic affairs, and 
Kil Chae-Kyong, vice-director of a department of the WPK Central Committee. President 

Kim Il-song had a conversation with the guests in a cordial and friendly atmosphere. 


Marcelino dos Santos presented a gift to President Kim Il-song. President Kim Il-song 
entertained the guests to a luncheon today. 


KIM IL-SONG RECEIVES JAPANESE LDP MEMBER 


SK171032 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1027 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Pyongyang January 17 (KCNA) -- The great leader President Kim Il-song today 
recetved Yochi Tani, member of the House of Representatives from the Liberal-Democratic 
Party of Japan and acting chairman of the Dietmen's League for the Promotion of Japan- 
Korea Friendship and his party. On hand were Comrade Ho Tam and Kim U-chong, chairman 
of the Friendship Association for Promotion of Korea-Japan Amity. President Kim Il-song 
conversed with the guests in a warm, friendly atmosphere. 
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NODONG SINMUN ON DEVELOPMENT OF KEY INDUSTRIES 
SK151307 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2114 GMT 8 Jan 86 


[NODONG SINMUN 9 January editorial: "Let Us Concentrate Preferential Efforts on the 
Development of Key Industries"] 


[Text] In his new year's address, the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song put forth 
priority and key tasks arising in the economic development sector this year. By up- 
holding the new year's address of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song and concentrating 
preferential efforts on, among other things, the development of key industries, we must 
give firm priority to key industries ahead of other sectors. 


The great leader Kim Il-song has taught, in his new year's address: Rapidly developing 
key industries and railway transportation are the pressing demand of economic develop- 
ment at present. 


Rapidly developing key industries is an important demand for strengthening the economic 
foundation of the country, accelerating production and construction, and epochally im- 
proving the people's lives. The extractive industry, the metallurgical industry, the 
electric power industry, and other key industries are important sectors in overall 
economic development. In developing the light industry, agriculture, and transportation 
we must give firm priority to key industries. 


Key industries are closely related to each other. We can increase the production of 
steel products and electric power by increasing the production of metal ores and coal 
through giving priority to the extractive industry. Moreover, we can manufacture 
modern plant machinery, including extraction machinery, in large quantities, by de- 
veloping the machinery industry through producing steel products on a large scale. 
Furthermore, we can develop the extractive industry, the metallurgical industry, and 
the machinery industry and successfully carry out the technological revolution by 
increasing the production of electric power. 


Proceeding from the role which key industries -- the extractive industry, the metallur- 
gical industry, and the electric power industry, in particular -- play in overall 
economic development and the improvement of the people's lives, our party has, from 
earlier days, endlessly increased the production of metal ores, coal, steel products, 
and electricity by increasing state-level investment in these sectors and concentrating 
its best efforts on them. 


The materialistic and technological foundation for our country's key industries has 
been strengthened beyond all comparison and this has become a strong foundation and 
a reliable guarantee for overall economic development. However, the current times 
call for further giving priority to key industries ahead of other sectors by concen- 
trating stronger preferential efforts on the development of key industries. We can 
normalize production on a higher level, further strengthen the country's economic 
foundation, and successfully realize the 10-point prospective goal for socialist 
economic construction by giving priority to key industries ahead of other sectors 
through concentrating preferential efforts on the development of key industries. 


We must, this year, bring about a decisive turn in realizing the grand prospective goal 
of socialist economic construction by concentrating preferential efforts on the devel- 
opment of key industries, as well as railway transportation. To give firm priority 

to key industries by concentrating preferential efforts on the development of key 
industries, functionaries of all sectors and all units of the people's economy must 
maintain a correct view on key industries and thoroughly materialize, without fail, 

the party's demand for concentrating preferential efforts on key industries. 
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Key industries -- the extractive industry, the metallurgical industry, and the electric 
power industry, in particular -- are essentials among heavy industries and are priority 
industries that decide the overall development of the people's economy. Without the 
development of key industries, we cannot expect the development of other sectors. Only 
when the extractive industry -- the first phase of production -- is given priority 

and when the supply of steel products and electric power, which are used in all sectors 
on a large scale, are abundant, can we strenuously carry out production and construction 
in all sectors of the people's economy, 


To develop light industry and agriculture, key industries should also be developed. 
Therefore, functionaries in all sectors and units of the national economy should clearly 
recognize the important role of key industries in overall economic development and in 
the improvement of the people's lives, should pay special attention to developing the 
extractive, metallurgical, and electric power industries prior to paying attention to 
their own fields and units, and should concentrate all efforts on these industries. 


In particular, functionaries of the state Administration Council and the state Planning 
Committee should set up active plans for developing key industries on the stand of 
contributing to the party and the state and should firmly establish the havit of 
working under the principle of concentrating all possible efforts on developing key 
industries. 


All functionaries of the state economic organs should not only always give priority 
to key industries in establishing and implementing their economic plans, but should 
also plan and coordinate their economic organizational work on the stand of assuming 
responsibility not only for today's development of key industries but also for its 
prospective development. 


The concentration of investment and efforts on key industries means to preferentially 
invest materials, funds, facilities, and labor efforts in key industries and thus 

to develop key industries, devining it as party and state work. Committees and minis- 
tries of the state Administration Council and provincial administrative and economic 
guidance committees should grasp, in a timely manner, the problems arising in building, 
improving, expanding, and modernizing coal mines, mines, metallurgical plants, and 
power plants; should concentrate the supply of materials on sectors and units where 
more materials are needed; and should supply more facilities to those sectors and units 
where utilization of facilities should be further enhanced. Along with this, young 
labor forces should be preferentially sent to those sectors and units where labor 
forces are short by properly conducting labor organizational work. Thus, we should 
decisively strengthen the material and technological foundations in coal mines, mines, 
metallurgical plants, and power plants, should epochally increase the production of 
minerals, coal, iron and steel products, and electricity, and thus should contribute 
to the development of the overall national economy. 


Party organizations should actively support the work to implement the party policy of 
concentrating preferential efforts on the development of key industries. Party organi- 
zations at all levels should inculcate the party policy of concentrating preferential 
efforts on the development of key industrids in functionaries in the economic field 

and working people so that they can rise up in the struggle to implement the partypolicy 
with lofty zeal. At the same time, party organizations should also actively lead state 
economic organs and functionaries to resolve the problems arising in developing key 
industries in a responsible and revolutionary manner and all sectors and units to 
actively support key industries materially and technologically. 
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In concentrating preferential efforts on the development of key industries, of course, 
the support by state economic organs and other economic fields is important. However, 
what is more important is the struggle of functionaries and working people in the 


state economic organs and other economic fields. The master of key industries, such 

as the extractive, metallurgical, and electric power industries, is precisely function- 
aries and working people of these fields. Only when the master plays the role and 
performs the duty as master can the support by other economic fields to key 
industries prove its worth. Functionaries and working people in the fields of the 
extractive industry, the metallurgical industry, and the electric power industry should 
have the firm stand of assuming responsibility for the development of key industries 
and should plan and implement all things for the development of key industries. 


Party members and working people in the field of key industries should have the pride 
and honor of working in the key field of industries -- which is the very important 
Outpost assigned by the party -- and should surmount all trials and difficulties with 
indomitable fighting spirit. At the same time, they should find out all available 
reserves and potential in their own economic fields and units and should fully 
utilize them. Thus, they should resolve all problems arising in the present and 
prospective development of key industries through their own struggle. We should . 
enhance the technological revoluion in the field of key industries. Without the 
technological revclution, key industries cannot be developed rapidly in conformity 
with the demands of the modern sciences and technology. 


Key industries, including the extractive industry, the metallurgical industry, 

and the electric power industry, and other economic fields concerned should vigor- 
ously wage scientific research work and the massive movement fot technological 
innovation to resolve the scientific and technological problems arising in the 
production of minerals, steel products, and electricity. 


The concentration of preferential efforts on the development of key industries is a 
pressing demand to effect a new upsurge in socialist economic construction at the 
present time. Functionaries and working people in the field of key industries and 
in the fields related to key industries should produce greater success in socialist 
economic construction this year by actively struggling for the rapid development of 
key industries upholding the demands of the party. 


MACHINE BUILDING INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT VIEWED 
SK110430 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0410 GMT 11 Jan 86 


[Text] Pyongyang January 10 (KCNA) -- The "June 1985 Let -One-Machine-Tool -Make- 
Another Movement" is being intensified at factories and enterprises in different 
parts of the country to carry out the tasks set in the new year address of the 
great leader President Kim Il-song for 1996. The workers of the Yongsong machine 
complex resolved to build more machine tools this year by drawing on the experience 
they gained in manufacturing more than 100 machine tools of 51 kinds including a 

300 mm drilling lathe and a large numerical program control lathe last year. 

The workers of the Sungri general motor works who improved the technical equipment 
of the works by making tens of efficient machine tools including the general proces- 
sing lathe for the main frame of handle of large automobile last year started 
building machine tools of a new type under a concrete plan. 
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The "June 1985 Let-One-Machine-Tool-Make-Another Movement" is a whole party, whole 
mass movement for making an efficient use of the already lai? economic foundations. 
This movement displayed great vitality from the first days of its inception. In the 
course of the movement thousands of machine tools including large machine tools 
and special machine tools were built in the first five months or so. 


This year Korea will bring about a new turn in the nation's technical development 
through a vigorous technical revolution. 


The machine-building industry plays a leading role in the economic development of 
the country. President Kim Il-song brightly indicated the direction to be followed 
by the engineering industry in each period and each stage of the developing revo- 
lution. He also clearly pointed to the way for its realisation, giving on-the-spot- 
guidance to many machine plants including the Huichon machine-tool factory, the 
Nakwon machine complex and the Yongsong machine complex. 


Giving on-the-spot-guidance to North Hangyong Province in March 1959, he learned 
that a small flax mill built a machine tool by itself for its own use and taught 
that the movement to let one machine tool make another should be waged widely by 
following the example of the mill. 


At that time, through the Let-One-Machine-Tool-Make-Another Movement, 13,000 machine 
tools were produced in a year outside the plan to further consolidate the foundation 
of the engineering industry. Thus, the rate of engineering industry in the gross 
industrial output value rose from 8.1 percent in 1949 to 21.3 percent in 1960 and 
31.4 percent in 1967. 


The rate of the nation's self-sufficiency in machinery surpassed 90 percent already 
in 1960. in 1960, the machine building industry came to turn out modern machine 
tools including a 20 metre lathe, 8 metre turning lathe and automatic lathe and 
various kindsof automobiles, excavators, electric locomotives and 6,000 ton press. 


The machine building industry of Korea has made a further leap forward in the 1970s 
under the energetic guidance of dear Comrade Kim Chong-il. He wisely directed 
work to effect a new innovation in the engineering industry by boldly mapping up 
operations and working in a big way. 


A large number of modern machine plants such as the Taean heavy machine complex and 
the Kumsong tractor plant were built and the existing machine plants reconstructed 
on an expansion basis. The work of replacing machines with large and modern ones 
was stepped up at machine plants and the automation of the production processes 
realised actively. Thus, the enginerring industry came to produce various kinds 

of modern and efficient machines arid whole plants for outfitting industrial enter- 
prises including metallurgical works, power plants, cement and chemical factories. 
Now it builds a 10,000 ton power press and a large oxygen plant by its own design, 
technique and materials. 


The production of machine tools in 1984 grew 980 times as against 1947, that of 
automobiles and tractors 268 times and 441 times as against 1959 and that of 
electric locomotives 50 times as against 1961. 


At present the rate of the country's self-sufficiency in machinery is 98 percent. 
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EDITORIAL URGES CLOSE WATCH OF JAPAN-USSR TALKS 


SK170212 Seoul HANGUK ILBO in Korean 19 Jan 86 p 2 


[Editorial: "The Situation in Northeast Asia Has Become Delicate -- Talks between the 
Japanese and Soviet Foreign Ministers and the Maneuvers of North Korea"] 


[Text] Talks will be held in Tokyo for 2 days, starting today, between the Japanese 
and Soviet foreign ministers. These talks, which are about to be held for the first 
time after an interval of 8 years, have attracted people's attention because the talks 
are a sign of rapprochement. between the two countries with a change in the Soviet 
policy toward Northeast Asia as the momentum. In particular we must pay attention to 
the fact that the question of the Korean peninsula will be discussed as a main topic 
and that Japan and the Soviet Union will adopt a joint statement in the context that 
they will support the North-South dialogue. 


As a matter of fact, we view CPSU General Secretary Gorbachev's new Asian policy as 
part of the Soviet policy for reconciliation toward the West and that talks between the 
Japanese and Soviet foreign ministers will be held in this context. Specialists view 
the Soviet Union's flexible diplomacy toward Japan as being aimed at using Japan's 
technology and capital in developing Siberia in order to improve the backward Soviet 
economy . 


Noteworthy is the fact that Gorbachev's new Asian policy is aimed at amplifying the 
Soviet voice in Asia through the buildup of Soviet military capabilities in the Far 
East. In an attempt to achieve this end, the Soviet Union has hinted at certain con- 
cessions with regard to the question of the four northern islands, a pending issue 
between Japan and the Soviet Union. Because of this, we should watch how a change in 
Soviet policy toward Northeast Asia is represented in the talks between the Japanese 
andSoviet foreign ministers. 


Although we need not be involved in questions between Japan and the Soviet Union, we 
entertain feelings of perplexity and vigilance concerning the question of Korean 
peninsula being discussed as a main topic in the talks. Japan and the Soviet Union, 
the parties thatare primarily responsible for the division of Korea into North and 
South, should refrain from offering military aid -- an act of instigating the North 
toward provocations -- and from conducting economic exchanges before referring to 
support for the North-South dialogue. 


What we should note before dealing with this issue is that since the emergence of 
Gorbachev, military aid to North Korea has continuously increased, contrary to his 
policy of smiling. Following the flight of a Soviet bomber across North Korea at the 
end of 1984, M-23 fighters were supplied to North Korea in May last year and some 30 
Soviet-made ground-to-air missiles were deployed in North Korea at the end of last 
year, clearly indicating that the Soviet Union is trying to amplify its voice on the 
question of the Korean peninsula. 


It appears that Japan has positively carried out two-pronged diplomatic activities 

by implementing a policy of approaching North Korea on the pretext of new relations 
between South Korea and Japan. Coinciding with talks between the Japanese and Soviet 
foreign ministers, Yoichi Tani, chairman of the Parliamentary Union for Promotion of 
Japan-Kore. Friendship and a Dietman of the Japanese LDP, plans to visit Pyongvang 
via Beijing aid discuss a plan for expanding economic and civilian exchanges. 

Although the Japanese Government has officially denied that Dietman Tani will carry 

a personal letter from Japanese Prime Minister Nakasone, we feel perplexed when we note 
that he is a Dietman belonging to the Nakasone faction. 


When we consider this, we see that talks between the Japanese and Soviet foreign 
ministers will serve as an index of a change in the situation in Northeast Asia. 
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The situation is very delicate when rumors say that the Soviet foreign minister will 
visit North Korea and that he will carry Kim Il-song's personal letter while visiting 
Tokyo to hold talks with the Japanese foreign minister. Coinciding with this, North 
Korea has shown signs of a peace offensive by advancing a proposal for opening a cross- 
airline route over the Korea peninsula and by conducting propaganda calling for stopping 
military exercises. This is related to the development of such a situation. 


Such being the case, if Japan and the Soviet Union truly desire the alleviation of 
tension through progress in the North-South dialogue they should support simultaneous 
entry into the United Nations and confirm official Soviet participation in the 1988 
Seoul Olympics. At the same time, the Japanese and Soviet foreign ministers should 
confirm their positive cooperation for the repatriation of our 45,000 fellow country- 
men who are being detained in the frozen land of Sakhalin. 


The Soviet Union above all should immediately stop its military aid to North Korea -- 
an act that makes us doubt the true aim of its peace diplomacy -- and should prove that 
it is substantially working toward alleviating tension on the Korean peninsula. 


We urge the government to keenly watch the movements of Japan, the Soviet Union, ad 
North Korea concerning the Korean peninsula and to take much more positive measures to 
cope with these movement. 


OFFICIAL ON PROSPECTS OF KOREANS LEAVING SAKHALIN 


SK160143 Seoul YONHAP in English 0130 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 16 (OANA-YONHAP) -- A ranking South Korean Foreign Ministry 
official said Wednesday that the Soviet Union's reported willingness to allow the 
emigration of Koreans living in Sakhalin Island through procedures applied to Jewish 
emigrants would be worth watching in connection with the ongoing Soviet-Japanese 
Foreign Ministers' talks in Tokyo. "If the Soviet Union is willing to apply the Jewish 
emigration procedures to Koreans as well, there seems to have been a change in the 
attitude of the Soviet Union, which has maintained that the Koreans’ departure should 
be negotiated with North Korea, but not with Japan," the official said. 


He said that the Japanese Government has informed the South Korean Goverment that 
Haruhiko Shibuya, director of the Japanese Foreign Ministry's Northeast Asia Division, 
visited Austria Jan 5-11 to obtain information about emigration procedures for Soviet 
Jews accepted by Austria. "It is clear that director Shibuya's visit to Austria is 
connected with the emigration of Korean residents from Sakhalin," he said. 


The Soviet Union had maintained that the emigration of Koreans living in Sakhalin 
Island was not an issue that should be negotiated with Japan and that no Koreans 
living there want to emigrate 


The South Korean Government has requested since 1966 soon after Seoul and Tokyo 
normalized relations -- that the Japanese government hold negotiations with the Soviet 
Government concerning the emigration of Koreans living in the island. the interna- 
tional Red Cross has made similar efforts to promote negotiations. Almost all Koreans 
living in Sakhalin, which has been occupied by the Soviet Union since the end of the 
World War II, are descendants of Koreans brought there by Japan for forced labor 
during World War II. Korea was under the Japanese colonial rule from 1910 to 1945. 


According to Foreign Ministry statistics, about 60,000 Koreans now live in Sakhalin 
Island, and more than 2,000 of them would like to return to South Korea. Since 1976, 
three Koreans have returned to South Jorea permanently, and since 1981, 11 Koreans 
have visited their homeland, the Foreign Ministry reported. 
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Editorial on Possible Return 
SK170033 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 17 Jan 86 p 4 
[Editorial: "Return of Sakhalin Koreans"] 


[Text] Drawing keen public attention are news reports that the Soviet Union has recently 
eased its stand on the emigration of Koreans residing in Sakhalin, suggesting that the 
Jewish emigration procedures may be applied for the Koreans living on the island north 
of Japan. The Soviet procedures for Jewish emigration reportedly include the request 

by an overseas relative or reference i» the Soviet Government for the emigration of 

a Jew and the confirmation of the would-be emigrant's identity and his willingness to 
emigrate, along with his application for emigration. 


First of all, the primary responsibility for settling the four-decade-long issue over 
the emigration of Koreans on Sakhalin must be held by the Japanese, who drafted some 
43,000 Koreans for forced labor there, during World War II while the island was under 
Japanese control. 


At present, there are an estimated 70,000 Koreans, including first-generation Koreans 
and their descendants. Most of the first-generation Koreans were reportedly from 
South Korea, and those who wish to return to this Republic were said to number several 
thousands. 


While an estimated 310,000 Japanese who had been on the same island were repatriated 
to Japan at the end of the war, the Koreans were stranded on the island, being unable to 
be repatriated. 


It is more than natural for the cause of humanitarianism and post-war settlement to 
allow Koreans on the Soviet island to visit their home country and to be repatriated 
for "emigration" at their own will. 


STUDENTS SENTENCED UNDER NATIONAL SECURITY LAW 


SK161206 Seoul YONHAP in English 0806 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 16 (YONHAP) -- The Seoul District Criminal Court Thursday sentenced 
13 graduates and students of Seoul National University to two to seven year prison 
terms for establishing an anti-government organization, and for publishing and distri- 
buting a leftist booklet titled "Kitpal" (Flag). The prosecution had demanded prison 
terms ranging from three to 12 years for the 13 defendants. 


Mun Yong-sik, 26, chairman of the Committee for the Promotion of Democracy, an anti- 
government organization, An Pyong-yong, 26, chairman of the group's Democracy Struggle 
Committee, received seven-year prison terms for violating the national security law 

and the law governing assembly and demonstration. An allegedly published and distributed 


"Kitpal". 


Hwang In-san, 26, chairman of the organization's Labor Struggle Committee, and two 
others were given five-year prison terms, and Yi Chong-won, 22 was sentenced to four 
years in prison. Yun Song-chu, 24, and four others received three-year sentences, and 
Kim Chan, 22, and two others got two-year prison terms. 
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Judge An Mun-tae said it is clear that the defendants masterminded student demonstra- 
tions by establishing a seditious organization based on a revolutionary theory similar 
to that of North Korea. He said acts aimed at destroying social order through violence 
can never be forgiven, in view of South Korea's confrontation with North Korea. 


CHON: ‘DEMOCRACY THROUGH PRACTICE, NOT WORDS' 


SK161023 Seoul YONHAP in English 0828 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 16 (YONHAP) -- President Chon Tu-hwan Thursday hosted a luncheon 
for the 24-member Advisory Council on State Affairs at Chongwadae, the presidential 
mansion. Among those attending the luncheon was former President Choe Kyu-han, who now 
serves as chairman of the council. 


Addressing the council members, Chon said, "It is the firmest step toward democracy 
to establish a tradition of peaceful transition of power under the directives of the 
incumbent constitution." He continued, "from now on, we should root democracy in this 
soil through practice, not through words." 


Chon said the next two years will be the most important period for improving the 
nation's strength, democracy and ability to unify the Korean peninsula. He urged the 
council members to contribute positively to the national consensus and reconciliation. 


The council was established in 1981 to advise the president on important affairs of 
state. 


NKDP SEEKS TO NULLIFY LAWMAKERS' INDICTMENT 


SK170707 Seoul YONHAP in English 0700 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 17 (YONHAP) -- The major opposition New Korea Democratic Party 
(NKDP) Friday adopted a resolution calling for the nullification of the recent indict- 
ment of seven NKDP legislators allegedly involved in an outburst of violence last 
December in the National Assembly. The resolution, which came out of an NKDP caucus, 
said that all NKDP lawmakers will struggle in unison until the last minute against the 
prosecution's action if the case is not nullified. The NKDP called the caucus Friday 
morning to decide how to respond to the recent indictment of sevén NKDP lawmakers. 


On Wednesday, the Seoul prosecutor's office indicted the seven on charges of violating 
the law governing violent acts and obstructing the performance of official duties. The 
seven are among 17 NKDP lawmakers who were questioned by prosecutors Monday and Tuesday 
concerning a melee in the assembly hall on Dec. 2. 


In the resolution, the NKDP asserted that the government exposed its incompetence as 

a political power by subjecting the case in question to judicial judgment. The reso- 
lution also demanded that Yi Chai-hyong, assembly speaker, resign his post immediately, 
assuming responsibility for the deterioration of the case. 


<= <_ ———_ Soo 
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40th ANNIVERSARY OF SOVIET TREATY CELEBRATED 
Meeting Held 


OW160018 Ulaanbaatar Montsame in English 1706 GMT 15 Jan 86 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, January 15 (OANA-MONTSAME) -- A gala meeting of party, state and 
public organisations and representatives of the Ulaanbaatarites was held on 14 January 
at the Culture Palace of Mongolian Trade Unions to mark the 40th anniversary of the 
Mongol-Soviet treaty of friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance. 


The meeting was attended by J. Batmonh, MPRP CC general secretary, chairman of the 
Presidium of the MPR Great People's Hural; D. Sodnom, chairman of the MPR Council of 
Ministers, and other Mongolian party and state leaders and also by the Soviet delega- 
tion led by Ye. V. Ivanov, deputy chairman of the Union of Soviet Societies for Friend- 
ship and Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries; Soviet Ambassador to the MPR K. 

Ye. Fomichenko. 


T. Namsray, MPRP CC Politbureau member and secretary, made a key-note speech. He said 
in part that the 1946 treaty on friendship, cooperation and mtual assistance between 
the MPR and the USSR was an important landmark in the indissoluble alliance and 
fraternal friendship of the Mongolian and Soviet peoples and the natural outcome of 
their steady development. 


"The treaty was one of the basic factors in the realization of such fundamental tasks 
at the new socialist stage of the country's development as the cooperation of agricul- 
ture, carrying out of genuine cultural revolution, development of virgin lands, turning 
of Mongolia into an agrarian-industrial country and its entrance into the broader 
international arena. It was namely this treaty that granted the possibility to set 
forth such major socio-economic tasks and to tackle them. In the life span of one 
generation Mongolia has traversed a path, previously unknown to any other nation, 

from medieval backwardness and humility towards progress and national rebirth, from 
feudal relations towards socialist construction. All this defines the historic 
significance of the 1946 treaty in the life of the Mongolian people”. 


"The truly fraternity of our friendship is demonstrated at it greatest in the disin- 
terested assistance rendered by the Soviet people. It is, in away, an integral expres- 
sion of the humanism of the Soviet society," T. Namsray noted. 


"The Mongolian-Soviet friendship is a high political category. Thanks to the purposeful 
and coordinated policy and activities of the Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party 

and Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the aspirations and the will of the working 
masses merge in a common internationalist effort at consolidating friendship in the 
interests of peace and socialism. The genuine fraternity of our parties and the full 
community of their aims and views make the bedrock of our lasting friendship and 
Mongol-Soviet relations". 


"Meetings and talks between the leaders of our parties J. Batmonh and M.S. Gorbachev 
have marked a new stage in furthering fraternal friendship and all-round cooperation 
between the MPR and the USSR. Thev have reaffirmed the full unity of positions and 
views of the MPRP and the CPSU on all questions discussed and confirmed mutual resolve 
to strengthen and deepen friendship and cooperation in every way", T. Namsray said. 


"The most important outcome of the last meeting of the leaders has been the signing 
of the historic document of fundamental significance -- the lmg-term programme of 
developing economic, scientific and technical cooperation between the MPR and the 
USSR until the year 2000. It opens a new higher stage in Mongol-Soviet mutual rela- 
tions. This new programme pictures the prospects and the outlook of socialist 
Mongolia in the 21st century. 
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Its elaboration and realization has become possible namely at the present-day stage of 
development of our country and Mongol-Soviet relations. Their progress itself has lead 
to this form of cooperation", the speaker underscored. 


Participants in tae meeting applauded the message of greetings of the CPSU CC, Presi- 
dium of the USSR Supreme Soviet and the USSR Council of Ministers to Mongolian leaders 
J. Batmonh and D. Sodnom. It was read out by K.Ye. Fomichenko, ambassador extra- 
ordinary and plenipotenitary of the USSR to the MPR. 


The Soviet ambassador noted in part that the Soviet and Mongolian peoples were marking 
the jubilee of the treaty on friendship, cooperation, and mutual assistance between the 
USSR and the MPR at the significant period when the two countries had started a new 
five-year plan veriod and were preparing for the forthcoming 27th CPSU and the 19th 
MPRP Congresses. 


"The Soviet Union will in future render to fraternal Mongolia all-round assistance in 
solving key problems of developing the country's national economy and in building up its 
potential and raising its efficiency. This resolve has been confirmed with all the 
clarity by M.S. Gorbachev during the meeting with J. Batmonh in August 1985 in Moscow, 
the Soviet ambassador said. 


The official part of the meeting was followed by a gala concert. The meeting was 
broadcast by Mongolian radio and TV. 


Namsray Praises Treaty 
0W160132 Ulaanbaata: MONTSAME in English 1734 GMT 15 Jan 86 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 14 January (MONTSAME) -- The maintenance of peace and safeguarding 
of international security are the question of questions, task of tasks. In the name of 
this noble objective, the CPSU and the Soviet state together with other fraternal 
parties and countries are making great efforts and putting forward various constructive 
peace initiatives and proposals and taking important practical steps. This was stated 
by T. Namsravy, MPRP CC Politbureau member and secretary of the party CC. He made 
today a report at the gala meeting in honour of 40th anniversary of the Mongol-Soviet 
treaty of friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance. 


It is not abstract recitations or good wishes but real actions fully corresponding to 
the interests of all countries and peoples, to the interests of the entirety of 
humanity. These initiatives enjoy broader support on the part of all soberminded 
people on earth, underscores T. Namsray. 


The recent Soviet-American summit meeting in Geneva has set, he went on to say, the 
hope of all peoples upon the improvement in international situation, upon a turn for 
the better in world affairs. But to put this into effect, the U.S. is certainly to 
honour the agreements which have been achieved by concrete actions and give up the 
plans of "star wars", discontinue all nuclear blasts as it was done by the Soviet Union. 
The year 1986 which is declared by the United Nations as International Year of Peace 
will give new impetus to further stepping up and combining efforts by all forces that 
advocate peace and oppose war threat, stressed T. Namsray. 


The actions by the U.S. and Israel: Vis-a-vis the sovereign Arab state -- Libya -- run 
directly counter to the very spirit of the Geneva meeting. These are fraught with 
serious threat to peace not only in that region but in other parts of the world. The 
Mongolian people strongly condemn the policy of state terrorism and unwarranted sanc- 
tions of the U.S., and urge to stop the open military preparations against Libya. 


~~ “  I5n0q”q™ ” — —- i u-_-  —_—- 
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The strengthening of security in Asia and mutual trust among states, the liquidation 
of hotbeds of tension and conflicts in this continent play a great role in the safe- 
guarding of world peace. In this context, the Soviet proposal on a comprehensive 
approach to the problem of security in Asia is extremely important. Its importance is 
not confined tothe Asian context alone but is esseatial for the entirety of humanity. 
The Mongolian People's Republic, like fraternal socialist countries and other peace- 
loving states of the region, is unswervingly advocating to make Asia a continent of 
peace, stability and goodneighbourliness. 


The Mongol-Soviet treaties of friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance have served 
the noble goals of strengthening peace and security in Asia; their international signi- 
ficance can be seen in this. The Mongol-Soviet friendship, our treaties of alliance 
and joint steps to strengthen security of our countries fully correspond to the in- 
terests of peace. 


In this context I should like to note the great importance of the presence in our 
country of some contingents of Soviet troops in conformity with the request of our 
government under the treaty. This in essence is a specific form of the Mongol-Soviet 
cooperation and an important component part of the fraternal assistance of the Soviet 
Union toour people. It has a noble objective in view to secure the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of the MPR from external encroachments. 


Our enemies fiercely attack our Mongol-Soviet friendship and distort its essence. 
Their goal is clear; they try to deprive us of our most important gain which is the 
guarantee of prosperity of our country and to disgrace the Mongol-Soviet friendship in 
the eyes of the people. These attempts are in vain. These are doomed to failure. 

The reality of today's Mongolia and the whole history of Mongol-Soviet friendship 
completely deny their fabrications and distortions. To rebuff decisively and timely 
the attempts of our enemies and educate the people in the spirit of boundless loyalty 
of the Mongol-Soviet friendship is our international duty. The strengthening in every 
way of our genuine brotherly relations was and will in future be the principled line 
of the party, said T. Namsray. 


Molomjamts Hails Initiatives 
0W160235 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 1804 GMT 15 Jan 86 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, January 14 (MONTSAME) -- The MPRP CC secretary and Politburo 
member D. Molomjamts speaking at the gala meeting in the House of Soviet Science and 
Culture devoted to the 40th anniversary of the Mongol-Soviet treaty on friendship, 
cooperation and mutual assistance said that good perspectives for stopping further 
aggravation of international tension and warding off nuclear war threat have been 
opened thanks to the constructive peace initiatives and vigorous activities of the 


Soviet Union. 


The CPSU CC General Secretary M.S. Gorbachev has greatly contributed towards the 
historic course by his fruitful workin international affairs, in particular during his 
meeting with American President in Geneva, stressed D. Molomjamts. He goes on to say 
that the international community has become the witness of the new important moves by 
the Soviet Union who is doing everything possible to save mankind from nuclear war 
threat and improve the international situation, thus secure peace on earth. However, 
the present-day actions of most reactionary circles of the U.S. are aimed at under- 
mining the positive steps of the Geneva meeting, at achieving military-strategic 
superiority of the U.S. through the adventuristic programme of "star wars" sup- 
pressing national and social emancipation forces, at creating conflict situations in 
different parts of the world. 


This demands from all forces of peace, progress and socialism to further step up their 
combined efforts to carry the agreements reached at the Soviet-American summit into effect. 


ee | 
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The proposal put forward by the Soviet Union concerning the problem of strengthening 
security in Asia, envisages ways and means for joint action of ensuring security on the 
strength of concerted efforts by all states of the continent. It is especially 
important today, when militarist activities of imperialist forcesis increasing in Asia 
and the Pacific, D. Molomjamts pointed out. 


Greeting Messages Sent 
OW160221 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 1746 GMT 15 Jan 86 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, January 14 (MONTSAME) -- J. Batmonh MPRP CC general secretary, 
chairman of the Presidium of the MPR Great People's Hural, and D. Sodnom, chairman of 
the MPR Council of Ministers, have sent today a message of greetings to M.S. Gorbachev, 
CPSU CC general secretary; A.A. Gromyko, chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet, and N.I. Ryzhkov, chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, on the 40th 
anniversary of the treaty on friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance. 


The wessage says: Tiis treaty, which is the embodiment of the best traditions of 
Mongol=-Soviet friendship is of unfailing significance for the further expansion and 
deepering of the whole complex of our fraternal mutual relations, which were founded 
by great Lenin and D. Sukhe Bator. 


These years have convincingly opened up broader prospects set down in the 1966 treaty 
being the continuation of the 1946 treaty, and reliably serve as the stable political 
and legal foundation of Mongol-Soviet relations, friendship, cooperation and mutual 
assistance. 


We note with the sense of profound satisfaction that our mutual relations are steadily 
developing in the line of ascent assuming ever more dynamic and large-scale nature and 
their creative potential is growing. Communists and the entire working people of 
socialist Mongolia lean upon the ever-growing internationalist aid and support of their 
true friend and reliable alliance -- the Soviet people -- while solving the tasks 

of socio-economic development of their country. The outcomes of the Mongol-Soviet 
summit meeting, held in 1985 in Moscow and the signing of the long-term programme of 
the development of economic, scientific and technical cooperation between the MPR and 
the USSR up to the year 2000 open up broader prospects for the raising of the effic- 
iency of fruitful cooperation between our two countries. 


The treaty on friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance serves as an exclusively 
important factor for ensuring the security of the Mongolian People's Republic and as 
a stable basis of mutual actions of our countries in the international arena and in 
the struggle for nuclear war prevention, for the preservation and strengthening of 
peace and stability in Asia and the world over. 


We sincerely rejoice at and are inspired by grandiose achievements and successes 
gained by the fraternal Soviet people in the all-round perfection of socialism, and in 
the realization of multi-planned tasks set forth by the Leninist party. The Soviet 
state purposefully and effectively fights for saving mankind and its civilization from 
nuclear destruction. The Mongolian People's Republic consistently supports construc- 
tive initiatives and the tireless efforts of the Soviet Communist Party and the Soviet 
state aimed at curbing the arms race in outer space and its spread on earth and at 
materializing Geneva agreements. 
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We are firmly confident that the decisions of the forthcoming 27th CPSU Congress will be 
of great significance for accelerating the economic and social development of Soviet 
society and strengthening the economic, scientific, technical and defence potential of 
the countries of real socialism and in safeguarding universal peace and warding off the 
danger of nuclear war. 


The Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party and the Mongolian Government will in future 
steadily pursue the course aimed at strengthening and deepening friendship and close 
all-round cooperation between our parties, countries and peoples on the firm principles 
of Marxism-Leninism and socialist internationalism. This day of significant jubilee in 
the history of our mutual relations, we sincerely wish you, dear friends, the fraternal 
Soviet people happiness and prosperity, fresh great successes in the creative labour in 
the name of building a communist society in the USSR and in the struggle for the peaceful 
future of the entirety of mankind. 


Long live the Leninist friendship of the Mongolian and Soviet peoples. 
Wreath Laid 
OW160229 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 1724 GMT 15 Jan 86 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, January 15 (MONTSAME) -- On the occasion of the 40th anniversary 
of the treaty on friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance between the MPR and the 
USSR, wreaths were laid at the monument to V.I. Lenin and the tomb of founders of the 
MPRP and the people's state D. Sukhe-Bator and H. Choybalsan from the MPRP CC, Presi- 
dium of the Great Peoples’ Hural, Council of Ministers of the MPR, party, state and 
public organizations, from representatives of the working people, students and youth of 
the capital as well as the USSR Embassy in the MPR. 


The ceremony was attended by party leader and President J. Batmonh, Prime Minister D. 
Sodnom, other high ranking party officials, military and public figures. 


Present were also Ye. V. Ivanov, head of the Soviet Public Delegation, first deputy 
chairman of the Union of Soviet Societies for Friendship and Cultural Relations with 
Foreign Countries. K. Ye. Fomichenko, ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of 
the USSR in the MPR. 


MEETING MARKS ANNIVERSARY OF CULTURE HOUSE 


OW122052 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 1719 GMT 11 Jan 86 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, January 11 (MONTSAME) -- Addressing a gala meeting to mark the 10th 
Anniversary of the House of Soviet Science and Culture inUlaanbaatar, ). Tsebegmid, 
deputy chairman of the MPR Council of Ministers, deputy chairman of the Central Council 
of Mongol-Soviet Friendship Society, underscored that the activities of the house was 

of great significance for internationalist education of the Mongolian people including 
the young. People from different walks of life visit the House of Soviet Science and 
Culture. They have a fine chance to get to know the life of multi-national Soviet land 
and grandiose achievements gained by the Soviet people in communist construction and 
learn from their rich experience. 


D. Tsebegmid noted that the house carries on a great deal of socio-political, cultural, 
mass, scientific and technological work to widely popularize among the Mongolian public 
the peaceloving foreign political course of the Soviet Communist Party and the Soviet 
state, their struggle for peace and cohesion of the socialist community. During these 


ten years the house was attended by 2 million people. 


Ambassador of the USSR to the MPR K.E. Fomichenko also addressed the gala meeting, Direc- 
tor of the House of Soviet Science and Culture in Ulaanbaatar A. L. Dubovitskiy spoke in 
detail about the activities of the house -- the largest and oldest in Asia Soviet cul- 
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SPK ON U,S.-THAI ‘COBRA GOLD' SITE PLANS 


0W161354 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1135 GMT 15 Jan 86 


[Text] U.S. and Thai forces are to stage this year's joint military exercise, "Cobra 
Gold," close to the Cambodian-Thai border, in Chanta Buri Province. This military 
exercise, the first ever to be conducted so close to Cambodia's territory, will be 

an unveiled threat to the Cambodian people's peaceful labor. 


In conjunction with the intensification of China's armed provocations against the 
Vietnamese people, it will aggravate tension in the whole of Southeast Asia. 


For quite some time now, the United States has been stepping up military cooperation 
with Thailand with a view to regaining its lost positions in Indochina. Last Octo- 
ber, a protocol on U.S. military materiel supplies to Thailand was signed. In April 
of this year, the U.S. defense secretary will visit Thailand to conclude an agree- 
ment on the construction of U.S. logistic bases, of the kind that have existed only 
in West Germany and South Korea up to now. It is speculated that with such an agree- 
ment, the United States might be contemplating a redeployment of its forces to 
Thailand. 


On the other hand, the Reagan Administration seeks every means possible to breathe 
life into the Khmer reactionaries. The approval of an additional $3.5 million in 
aid for the various reactionary factions is further proof of the U.S. imperialists’ 


obstinancy in continuing their dark designs against Cambodia and the rest of 
Southeast Asia. 


Thailand, by lending a hand to Washington and Beijing, has become a pawn for hegemo- 
nism and imperialism's expansionist strategy. Its repeated violations of Cambodia's 
territorial integrity show its willingness to please its masters in return for thier 
military support. The Bangkok rulers should realize that they are putting national 
interests at the service of foreign forces and are instruments in all political and 
military conflicts in Southeast Asia. 


The collusion among Washington, Beijing, and Bangkok is seriously jeopardizing peace | 
and security in Southeast Asia and obstructing the trend toward regional dialogue. 
The Cambodian people, together withthe other Indochinese peoples, strongly condemn 
all moves by the U.S. imperialists and the Chinese expansionists that are aimed at 
aggravating the tension in the region. We warn the Thai ruling circles of the : 
serious consequences of their hostility toward the People's Republic of Kampuchea. 


However hard they may try, Washington, Beijing, and Bangkok cannot hope to hamper, 
let alone to stop, the advance of the Cambodian revolution. 


INDOCHINA COOPERATION COMMITTEES ISSUE STATEMENT 


0W160207 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1114 GMT 15 Jan 86 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January 15 -- A press communique was released Monday in Hanoi, ) 
Vietnam, on the sixth session of the heads of the Vietnamese, Lao and Kampuchean 

Committees for Economic and Cultural Cooperation held there from Jan. 8-12. The | 
meeting was held in furtherance of the joint statement of the 1983 Indochinese summit 

and the protocol on cooperation among the three committees. | 


According to VNA, the session was attended by Minister Dang Thi, chairman of the | 


Vietnamese committee; Minister Maisouk Saisompheng, chairman of the Lao committee; 
and Minister Tang Saroem, chairman of the Kampuchean committee. : 


A a TO 
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Do Muoi, Political Bureau member of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee 
and vice chairman of the Council of Ministers delivered keynote address to the meeting. 


After revising the development in the economic cooperation and the alliance among the 
three countries over the previous period based on the voluntary, equal and mutually 
beneficial principles, the press communique says: 


"Over the past three years, with the efforts of branches and localities, the program- 
mes and plans for economic, cultural, scientific and technological cooperations among 
the three countries, or between two of them, have been satisfactorily carried out. 
These results have helped each country meet the essential needs in production and 
people's daily life, increase its material and technical basis, and create favour- 

able conditions for making better use of its potentialities and international aid. 
These results have contributed to defeating the schemes of economic blockade and multi- 
faced [as received] war of sabotage by the international ractionary forces hostile to 
the three countries." 


The communique says that economic cooperation is an extremely important factor for 
the consolidation and development of the militant alliance and the comprehensive 
cooperation among the three countries. It further says: 


"Agreements and programmes for economic, cultural, scientific and technological 
cooperation among the three countries in the 1986-1990 period were signed on this 
occasion with special attention paid to promoting cooperation on the production of 
agriculture, forestry and fishery, especially food production, on the expansion of 
goods exchange, etc..." 


During the session, the three delegations paid tribute at the Ho Chi Minh mausoleum. 


They were warmly received by Nguyen Huu Tho, vice president of the State Council and 
chairman of the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 


AFP ON SON SANN'S VISIT TO THAI BORDER CAMPS 


HK170405 Hong Kong AFP in English 0349 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Bangkok, Jan 17 (AFP) -- Disputed Cambodian nationalist leader Son Sann has 
begun an unpublicised visit to the Thai-Cambodian border in a bidto reassert his grip 
on the Khmer resistance's largest non-communist group, resistance officials said here 
today. The officials, who asked not to be named, said Mr. Son Sann left yesterday 
for the border, 250 kilometers (125 miles) east of here, to visit Cambodian civilian 
refugee camps under the control of the Khmer People's National Liberation Front 
(KPNLF). 


Mr. Son Sann, the founder of the KPNLF, has been battling to retain his post as presi- 
dent of the group since dissidents led by the KPNLF's Commander-in-Chief Sak Sutsakhan 
announced late last month they had deposed him, saying that his leadership was 
"dictatorial." 


Resistance sources said Thai authorities had requested the KPNLF liaison office here 
not to disclose Mr. Son Sann's trip or itinerary. Reporters at the border said 

Mr. Son Sann was expected today to visit site two, a temporary evacuation camp 
housing 130,000 Khmer civilian refugees and the largest of the KPNLF-controlled 
civilian encampments along the Thai-Cambodian border. Thai officials at the border 
would not confirm Mr. Son Sann's presence in the area, the reporters said. 
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Mr, Son Sann had earlier this month publicly requested to be allowed to visit the 
border camp after his close aides privately complained to foreign correspondents that 
the Thai authorities were preventing such a visit, Thai military officials have denied 
the charge. 


The dispute has virtually paralysed the Front's military capabilities and caused con- 
cern among countries which support the Khmer resistance fighting and estimated 150,000 
to 170,000 Vietnamese troops in Cambodia since late 1978. 


The KPNLF, claiming to field 15,000 armed men, is the largest of two non-communist 
resistance groups allied to the pro-Chinese Khmer Rouge. The coalition is led by 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk. The dissidents have blamed Mr. Son Sann for blocking closer 
cooperation with the 10,000 strong army loyal to Prince Sihanouk, a charge that Son 
Sann has rejected, 


Mr. Son Sann is prime minister of the U.N.-recognized Coalition Government of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea and Prince Sihanouk has let it be known that he wants the dispute 
to end and his nationalist partner to retain at least the post of prime minister. 


The dispute came as the non-communist resistance is under pressure from the coun- 
tries backing it -- including China and the United States -- to regain the initiative 
against Hanoi's army after a fierce Vietnamese 1984-85 dry season offensive that left 
it without any guerrilla base along Thailand's border with Cambodia. 


PHNOM PENH COMMENTS FURTHER ON CGDK CONFLICTS 


BK161023 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1300 GMT 14 Jan 86 


[Station commentary: "The Conflicts Among the Cambodian Reactionaries Are Currently 
Broadening" ] 


[Text] Observers of the situation in the region can see that the conflicts among 

the Cambodian reactionaries of the so-called CGDK grow more serious with every passing 
day. The main factor in these conflicts is the group's bitter defeat in the 1984-85 
dry season. The conflicts are as follows: 


First, there are the conflicts between the leaders of the so-called CGDK. There has 
been a dispute in the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary-Khieu Samphan, Son Sann, and Sihanouk cliques. 
Although they all have adopted the one name of Democratic Kampuchea, they have 
different points of view. Although outwardly these Cambodian reactionaries make a 
lot of noise that they have united and cooperate with one another, in reality they 
fight and kill each other in accordance with the ambitious and savage nature of each 
side. Sihanouk has always hated Pol Pot and he does not like Son Sann either. Pol 
Pot, Ieng Sary, and Khieu Samphan have always tried all'ways to grab all the power. 
Sihanouk used to tell the public that he has no power. At present, although these 
Cambodian reactionaries are asked by their masters -- the Beijing Chinese expan- 
sionist clique, the U.S. imperialists, and the Thai rightist reactionaries -- to 
unite, they are still quarreling. In fact, Sihanouk has threatened several times 

to resign fromthe post of puppet president. 


Second, there are the conflicts within each faction of the Cambodian reactionaries. 
First of all, there are conflicts in the ranks of the Pol Pot clique. Beijing re- 
cently forcibly reduced Pol Pot's power, transferred this power to Khieu Samphan, 
and lately offered this power to Son Sen because the Pol Pot clique used to have the 
worst reputation of all and is hated by the Cambodian people and is condemned every 
day by public opinion. Who believes that there are no conflicts between Pol Pot, 
Son Sen, and Khieu Samphan? 
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On the Sereika side, recently Sak Sutsakhan seized power and kicked Son Sann out. Now 
these conflicts are increasing. The quarrel between Son Sann and Sak Sutsakhan is a 
very serious conflict. Son Sann even stated that it is necessary to destroy the dissi- 
dents. These conflicts cannot be settled, 


The Moulinaka [National Liberation Movement of Kampuchea] group led by Sihanouk is the 
weakest of the three groups because Sihanouk has only his voice and lips and he is grow- 
ing old, Recently, Sihanouk transfered his power to his son who is still young and does 
not have any reputation on the international scene. This shows clearly that the 
Sihanouk party also cannot escape failure, 


Third, there are conflicts between the leaders and their troops. These quarrels occur 
frequently and are broadening every day, The conflicts between the three sides and also 
between various factions of each party have resulted in fighting, and hundreds have been 
killed or wounded, Moreover, the confidence of the low ranks in their leaders is drop- 
ping off completely. The struggle spirit of their troops and officers grows lower with 
every passing day. It is very obvious t'\at these basic conflicts are becoming more 
serious while the leaders are weakening. 


Seeing the great victories scored in all fields by the Cambodian revolution, the enemy 
has made every effort to stage its dark schemes to distort the real situation in 
Cambodia in order to restore its defeated situation. However, its poisonous nature 
cannot mislead anyone. The serious conflicts between the leaders of the so-called CGDK 
have made their troops lose all their spirit of struggle; they no longer believe in the 
illusion, There are also unceasing conflicts in their low ranks. Their past and pre- 
sent conflicts are becoming more serious, This will push them toward failure, 


Although their Beijing Chinese, U.S. and Thai masters have made every effort to persuade 
them to reconcile, these three groups of beasts will not stop fighting with each other, 
Everybody realizes that the groups of the so-called CGDK have survived this long due to 
the assistance and support of the Beijing Chinese expansionist clique in collusion with 
the U.S. imperialists and the Thai rightist reactionaries. None of the three parties 

of the Cambodian reactionaries trust their masters, because they have clearly realized 
that Beijing is unpredictable. 


When it is in its interest, Beijing is pleased to assist and support these reactionary 
groups. But when it is no longer in its interest Beijing will kick them out and not 
care about them anymore, It is very obvious that during the past several years, the 
Cambodian reactionaries, who have listened to Beijing's orders, have benefited only 
from the exile on foreign lands. At present, their belief in their illusion of victory 
is dimmer and dimmer, as they are in a pit without any light. 


In 1985, the Cambodian revolution scored great victories in all fields. Our enemies 
face more serious conflicts and are bitterly defeated. Money and aid from Beijing, 

the U.S. imperialists, and the Thai reactionaries cannot settle the conflicts among the 
Cambodian reactionaries. Facing this situation, a number of reasonable persons in the 
enemy's ranks have sought a correct way for their own happiness. Therefore, in 1985 
more than 4,000 misled persons awakened and presented themselves to the revolutionary 
state power and stayed with their families and the national community. Many more mis- 
led persons continue to present themselves as individuals and groups to the revolution- 
ary state power. It is very obvious that nobody wants to sleep in a coffin with a 


corpse. 
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VOK ANALYST: USSR 'DEEDS' DEFY KAPITSA'S REMARKS 


BK161140 (Clandestine) Voice of Khmer in Cambodian 1100 GMT 15 Jan 86 
["Wednesday's news analysis" feature] 


[Text] [Unidentified announcer] This Wednesday, our news analysis feature invites 
Mr (Kol Ham), our Voice of the Khmer newsroom analyst, to answer some questions re- 
garding reports broadcast by the radio every day. Good afternoon. 


[Kol Ham] Good afternoon. 


[Announcer] I heard that the Soviets seem to have softened their stand regarding a 
solution to the Cambodian problem. Have you received any report about this? 


[Kol Ham] Yes, our newsroom has received some reports through certain news agencies 
on the Soviet stand regarding the Cambodian problem. Last week we learned that 
Mikhail Kapitsa, Soviet deputy foreign minister, said at a press conference in Moscow 
that Vietnam might withdraw its troops from Cambodia before the end of 1987 should 
there be a political settlement. 


[Announcer] Is that so? 


[Kol Ham] Yes, madame. This is a new development, for it is the first time that the 
Soviet Union has talked about a political settlement for the problem in Cambodia. 

The Soviet Union, let us not forget, is a communist power that supports the Vietnamese 
forces occupying Cambodia. Mikhail Kapitsa said that the Cambodian problem should be 
settled politically so that Vietnam can pull its troops out of Cambodia. He stressed 
that a military settlement would require too much time for Vietnam to strengthen Heng 
Samrin's armed forces to enable them to wipe out all the resistance forces of the 
Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea. He also said that the Soviet Union 
opposes a solution through military means. 


[Announcer] Are there any other reports? 


[Kol Ham] According to a Voice of America broadcast a few days back, a FAR EASTERN 
ECONOMIC REVIEW article said that an unidentified Soviet expert in charge of Southeast 
Asian affairs stated that the Soviet Union wanted to give a major role to all warring 
factions in Cambodia in a general election next year. 


[Announcer] Yes. Is there anything on this new development? 


[Kol Ham] The same source, namely VOA, reported that there has been no noticeable 
reaction. Instead, some U.S. officials noted that the Soviet Union has not yet 
shown any sign that it has changed its political stand on settling the Cambodian 
problem. 


Furthermore, the Foreign Ministry of Thailand stated recently that, through Kapitsa's 
remarks at the Moscow press conference, the Soviet Union seemed to have changed its 
stand on the Cambodian problem. However, the Thai Foreign Ministry said that what- 
ever Kapitsa said in this conference is still not official. The Thai Foreign Ministry 
said it would wait and see how serious the Soviet Union is in this proposal. The 

Thai are maintaining a wait and see position, since the statement in the prese 
conference cannot yet be accepted as official. 
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[Announcer] Yes. Those are the words of the Soviets. How about their deeds’? 


[Kol Ham] As for the Soviet Union's actions on the Cambodian problem, the Voice of 
the Khmer newsroom knows that the Soviet Union is continuing its efforts to settle 
the Cambodian problem militarily. We say this because, despite their words, the 
Soviets continue to send arms and equipment to Vietnam to support the Vietnamese 
occupation of Cambodia. Earlier this month, we received a report that the Soviet 
Union had sent many arms shipments to Cambodia via Kompong Som Port. Some observers 
said this shipment was needed because Vietnam was suffering so heavily in its war 
against the CGDK forces. Nevertheless, for whatever purposes these arms were sent, 
it is obvious that the Soviets continue to seek a military settlement of the 
Cambodian problems, contrary to whatever Kapitsa said in the Moscow press confer- 
ence last week. 


[Announcer] What is your personal opinion, please? 


[Kol Ham] Personally, I still cannot draw any conclusion. But let me tell you of 
two views. First, whatever Kapitsa said at the press conference may very well be 
true. Why? Because it is obvious to me that should the Soviet Union cling to 
supporting Vietnam in occupying Cambodia, the Soviet Union would get nothing much 
out of it besides strengthening its m\!]itary base in Cam Ranh. If the Soviet Union 
supports Vietnam by compelling Vietnam tc resolve the Cambodian problem politically, 
the Soviets might gain. First, it might’ ‘ave good relations with the ASEAN coun- 
tries, which are resolutely opposed to the Vietnamese military presence in Cambodia. 
Moreover, in occupying Cambodia, Vietnam has been seriously denounced and criticized 
by the world. Very few countries support Vietnam. Only countries in the Soviet 
bloc support it. The Soviet Union itself, which supports Vietnam, has also been badly 
criticized by world opinion. This has made the Soviet Union lose badly on the 
political scene, along with Vietnam. On the other hand, in supporting Vietnam's 
occupation of Cambodia, the Soviet Union has to spend something like $1 billion per 
year in aid to Vietnam. If Vietnam withdraws its troops from Cambodia, the Soviet 
Union will save $1 billion that it can spend on something else more worthwhile, as 
the Soviet Union itself is rife with economic difficulties. 


The other view is that it is not likely to be so, for the Soviets, who are communists, 
are very tricky. They talk sometimes just for their own political gain and sometimes 
just for the sake of making propaganda to show that they want political solutions and 
hate war, while in reality they continue to make war and support Vietnam to make war. 
For this reason, I still cannot draw any conclusion. We must wait and get more 
reaction and see whether the Soviets will make anything official about Kapitsa's 


remarks in the press conference. 


[Announcer] So what should the Cambodian people, victims of the Soviet-supported 
Vietnamese, do? 


[Kol Ham] We must not be overly impressed by whatever the Soviets merely said ina 
press conference. We, all Cambodians, must be firm in our stand. We, the victims, 
the masters of the countries invaded and occupied by the Vietnamese foreigners in 
violation of international law, must carry out our duty, which is to fight to 
liberate our fatherland from foreign occupiers. We have no other choice. No matter 
how weak, no matter how small our country is, we must fulfill our duty as masters 
of the country. Let us continue to fight and remain confident that we will triumph, 
for in this 20th century no country, no matter how big, no matter how strong 
militarily and economically, can physically wipe out or annex another country. 

We Cambodians must be confident that we will win. 
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U.S.-THAI EXERCISES ON CAMBODIAN BORDER VIEWED 


BK161537 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0530 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Unattributed commentary: "Joint Military Exercises With an Objective of Threatening 
Peace and Security in the Region"] eee 


[Text] According to foreign news reports, the joint U.S.-Thai military exercises -- 
under the name of "Cobra Gold" -- for this year will take place on the Thai-Cambodian 
border. The announcement of this decision was made by Thai Navy Commander Admiral 
Niphon Sirithon. As is known, the joint U.S.-Thai military exercises in previous years 
were held in southern Thailand. But, why are they holding the joint military exercises 
this year in the Thai-Cambodian border area? What is the real purpose of their joint 
military exercises this year? These are questions raised by the public in general 
about the joint military exercises. 


Thai officials have said publicly that the joint military exercises are not aimed at 
threatening the PRK Government or the Vietnamese troops in Cambodia. Such a statement 
is merely aimed at covering up their true purpose. This is because the United States 
and Thailand are going to hold their joint military exercises for this year when the 
contingent of Cambodian reactionaries have been driven into a position that is growing 
weaker all the time, serious disputes are arising in their ranks, their manpower has 
decreased, their combat morale has sunk, and their military bases along the Thai- 
Cambodian border have been dismantled. As a result of this, their role as shock forces 
has been lessened daily. 


At the same time, the Cambodian army and people, under the KPRP's leadership, have 
developed and become stronger and have scored victories in many fields. The situation 
in Cambodia becomes more stable with each passing day and it cannot be reversed by any 
reactionary power. The Cambodian army and people are the ones who have carried the 
banner of victory and who have determined the trend for the development of Cambodian 
history in the present. Therefore, the opportunity for Pol Pot, Leng Sary, Khieu 
Samphan, Son Sann, and Sihanouk to return to ruling power in Cambodia has already 
passed. This is the undeniable truth of the Cambodia issue in the present. 


In light of this situation, those who have announced their support for the Cambodian 
reactionaries, namely Beijing, Bangkok, and Washington, are very gravely concerned. 
They have made many efforts to deal with this situation. For example, they have 
launched propaganda slandering Vietnam, mobilized Thai troops to shell Cambodian 
territory, and provided material and monetary aid for the Cambodian reactionaries with 
the hope of saving them from their deteriorating position and from being wiped out. 
But, they have failed to reverse the situation in Cambodia. The contingent of their 
of their lackeys has continued to deteriorate seriously. No means can be used to save 
them from that deteriorating position. 


Therefore, in choosing the Thai-Cambodian border as the site for their joint military 
exercises this year, the United States and Thailand intend to threaten and warn the 
Cambodian army and people not to expand their attacks against the Cambodian reaction- 
aries. They also hope to use the joint military exercises as an encouragement for the 
Cambodian reactionaries. However, the more important point is that the joint U.S.-Thai 
military exercises to be held this year are aimed at preparing for Thai troops to be 
directly involved in the Cambodia issue when the situation of the Cambodian reaction- 
aries -- their lackeys -- deteriorates to a dangerous point. 
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Thai Navy Commander Admiral Niphon Sirithon himself has disclosed that the purpose 

of the joint U.S.-Thai military exercises is to help the Thai and U.S. soldiers get 
acquainted with the areas that they claim have been invaded by foreign troops. It is 
obvious that the joint U.S.-Thai military exercises to be held on the Thai-Cambodian 
border this year is a product of the collusion between Bangkok and Washington in 
sabotaging the revival of the Cambodian people and directly threatening peace and 
security in this part of the world. 


TALYZIN-LED USSR DELEGATION ON OFFICIAL VISIT 


BK151244 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1400 GMT 14 Jan 86 


[Text] On the afternoon of 14 January, Comrade Kaysone Phomvihan, general secretary of 
the LPRP Central Committee and chairman of the LPDR Council of Ministers, received a 
delegation of the USSR Government led by Comrade Nikolay Talyzin, candidate member 

of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee, first vice chairman of the USSR Council 
of Ministers, and chairman of the State Planning Committee. The delegation is currently 
on an official friendship visit to the LPDR. On this occasion, the guest and the host 
had a conversation in an atmosphere of extremely profound friendship and cordiality. 
Both sides talked about many issues concerning all-round mutual cooperation and assis- 
tance between Laos and the Soviet Union, which are growing and advancing with steady 
steps. 


Joining Comrade Kaysone Phomvihan in receiving the guest were Comrade Sali Vongkhamsao, 
secretary of the party Central Committee, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
and chairman of the State Planning Committee, and Comrade Vladimir Sobchenko, USSR 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Laos. 


The Soviet Government delegation arrived in Vientiane on 14 January for a 2-day visit 
to the LPDR. On the afternoon of the same day, after paying a courtesy call on Comrade 
General Secretary Kaysone Phomvihan, the delegation took part in a discussion and 
signed a cooperation protocol with the Lao side on the coordination of state planning 
between the two countries for 1986-90 and longer. The protocol is aimed at broadening 
economic, scientific, and technical assistance for Laos te ensure economic transfor- 
mation and construction in this country. It is, for example, aimed at serving key 
branches of work, such as the agricultural, forestry, communications, and transpor- 
tation work and the task of exploiting natural resources, strengthening import and 
export potential, and training cadres. 


At the same time, the two sides agreed to increase the quantity of important and 
essential goods and material needed by them in the next 5 years on the basis of long- 
term, all-round, and mutually beneficial cooperation. 


Delegation Departs 
BK161055 Vientiane KPL in English 0902 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Vientiane, January 16 (KPL) -- A governmental delegation of the USSR led by 
N. Talyzin, alternate-member of the Politburo of the CPSU CC, first vice-premier, 
chairman of the State Planning Committee, left here yesterday after concluding a 
two-day visit. The Soviet delegation had signed a protocol on the coordination of 
both countries’ national economic plans with its Lao counterpart. Bidding farewell 
to the delegation at the Wattai Airport were Sali Vongkgamsao, secretary of the Party 
CC, vice-premier, chairman of the State Planning Committee, and the Soviet Ambassador 


V. Sobchenko. 
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‘SITTHI COMMENTS ON ASSUMPTION OF ADDITIONAL, POST 


BK170913 Bangkok Domestic Television Service in Thai 1300 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila | 
today granted an interview to newsmen at the Foreign Ministry on the government's rice 
policy and his job performance: 


[Begin recording] I am very grateful for the trust bestowed on me by his majesty the 

king in appointing me as a deputy prime minister. This is an additional post for me 

and a very heavy task. I have promised the prime minister that I will do my best in my 

new position. I will do what is right and just, and will put the interests of the 

country and people above everything. All my efforts and sacrifices will be used to 

help solve the difficult problems. The first problem is how to accelerate rice exports : 
to prevent the accumulation of rice in warehouses, which will eventually jack up rice 

prices. Certain regulations will have to be relaxed in order to be helpful. : 
[end recording] 


Rice Problem Discussed 
BK170834 Bangkok BANGKOK WORLD in English 17 Jan 86 p 1 


[Text] Deputy Prime Minister ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday 
that steps will be immediately taken in order to discharge as much as possible rice 
from warehouses and adjustments on the Government's scheme to lift paddy prices are 
needed. He said relaxation on some regulations are needed to facilitate rice export. 
To solve the problems as soon as possible, documents concerning the scheme will be 
forwarded to the three ministers of the Commerce Ministry and the agriculture minister 
in order to find solutions to them, ACM Sitthi said. 


He said the documents will also be sumbitted to the prime minister and ministers 
attached to the PM's Office to mobilise ideas for the continuation of the paddy price- 
lifting scheme. He, however, said he could not yet guarantee to what extent paddy 
prices would be improved. 


On his new post as Deputy Prime Minister, ACM Sitthi said: "I promised the Prime 
Minister to perform duties to the best of my ability. 1 will strongly adhere to 

righteousness, principles and the interest of the country." He said although he 

will be working at Government House, he, as Foreign Minister, will still frequently 

go to the Foreign Ministry. He also disclosed that he wi'l assign his newly-appointed 

deputy, Arun Phanuphong, to be in charge of political affairs while the other 

deputy, Praphat Limpaphan, to be responsible for economic affairs of the ministry. 


KHUKRIT SAYS WHOLE CABINET SHOULD RESIGN 


BK170156 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 17 Jan 86 pp 1,3 


[Excerpt] Former Social Action Party [SAP] leader M.R. Khukrit Pramot yesterday lashed 
out at Finance Minister Sommai Huntrakun and said the entire Cabinet should resign 
because of the failure of the paddy price support scheme. M.R. Khukrit said that a 
lack of cooperation by Mr Sommai contributed to the failure of the Government's 

paddy price support programme, which was initiated by the Social Action Party. 
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He also defended former Commerce Minister Koson Krairoek in his handling of the paddy 
issue. "Had the Finance Ministry been more cooperative with Mr Koson, he would not 
have left his post," M.R. Khukrit said. "The floor price is fixed at 3,000 baht a 
kwien (ton). The Finance Ministry has not released the money, how is it going to 
work? If Mr Koson cannot solve it, that means the Government cannot solve it. 

The entire Cabinet should resign, not Mr Koson alone," he continued. "The Finance 
Minister should be most responsible for that (failure). The Cabinet change brings 

no change whatsoever. No gain and no loss for the country." 


The former SAP leader denied he had a role in the Cabinet reshuffle and said the 
new line-up would not solve national problems -- especially the rice price. M.R. 
Khukrit said the reshuffle would not widen the rift in the SAP. He said the public 
was being led to believe the reshuffle was necessitated by the problem in the SAP, 
but" it didn't seem to have any problem when I was the leader." 


BANGKOK POST ON RESHUFFLE: TOO LITTLE TOO LATE 


BK170157 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 17 Jan 86 p 4 
[Editorial: '"Reshuffle: A Case of Too Little, Too Late"] 


[Text] The long-awaited Cabinet reshuffle has now taken place -- but is too late 
and inadequate. It has not strengthened political stability nor has it improved the 
chances of restoring economic and financial equilibrium. The game of musical chairs 
has ended with a few personalities replacing others and the rest retaining their 
seats. No major policy changes can be expected in any field of government. So 

all we can look forward to is more of the same for the next two years -- that is 
until the next general elections in 1987. 


In fact the reshuffle may have caused more political problems for the coalition 
government than it has solved. The major coalition partner, the Social Action Party, 
faces fragmentation since the cliques and factions held together by former party 
leader, M.R. Khukrit Pramot, appear to emphasise their differences rather than their 
areas of agreement. The Cabinet ministers removed from office are indicating by their 
statements to the Press and expressions of private feelings that, despite their 
letters of resignation to facilitate the reshuffle, they are unhappy over their 
ouster. 


The situation becomes more uncertain with criticism of the Government's economic 
performance by M.R. Khukrit in an interview with ASIAWEEK. The Hong Kong-based 
magazine quoted him as saying, "the cause of the economic failure of this country 
is the financial policy. We did not ask for Khun Sommai (Huntrakun, the Finance 
Minister). The Prime Minister appointed him himself. We did not ask for all the 
academic doctors who are now working as the Prime Minister's advisers. The Prime 
Minister chose them all. And when we are in the economic meetings, we are the 
minority. Those people of the Prime Minsiter always override us. This country is 
heading for a tremendous failure because we are now using textbooks to govern. 

We don't use facts." 


M.R. Khukrit went as far as to say, "I'm so frustrated that when Parliament opens, 
I may cross the floor and join the opposition. I shan't resign from the party but 
I shall be in opposition." If that is the attitude of the former leader of SAP, 
which continues to be a coalition member, it is not going to be easy for the 
Government whatever it may try to do in the economic or political field despite the 


Cabinet reorganization. 
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It is true that the party is now headed by a figure of great prestige, Air Chief Marshal 
Sitthi Sawetsila, who has been appointed Deputy Prime Minister in addition to his 
foreign affairs portfolio. He now has the responsibility of trying to keep the party 
united as well as carry out his administrative duties in his dual posts. He has shown 
himself fully capable in the conduct of foreign affairs and attending to international 
matters affecting Thailand's security. While he serves as Deputy Prime Minister, he 

has the highly respected Arun Phanuphong to help him look after the Foreign Ministry. 
Attempting to cement the various factions into a cohesive single unit may well be the 
hardest task before him, and he will need the active cooperation of all loyal party 
members. The question is whether all of SAP's MPs will forego individual and partisan 
interests in favour of their party's interests and national interests. ‘his year the 
country will encounter economic difficulties which will give rise to political and 
social problems. Will the reshuffled Cabinet be truly capable of addressing these 
problems? Can the replacements do better than those they have replaced? Or has the 
time come for the Prime Minister to ask the people for a mandate so that with a new 
Cabinet of political courageous, economically knowledgeable and action-oriented 
ministers who have earned the confidence and trust of the public he can lead the people 
in working together to solve the major problems ahead of us? New general elections will 
unfortunately cost money but it may be worth the expense if we can have a government 
that enjoys the public's support to see the country safely through a new four-year term. 


ROYAL REQUEST ENDED 9 SEPTEMBER COUP ATTEMPT 


BK160052 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 16 Jan 86 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpt] A request from Their Majesties the king and queen ended clashes between 
government and rebel forces on September 9, according to evidence produced in the 
Criminal Court yesterday. The request was contained in a note, purportedly written by 
First Army Commander Lt-Gen Phichit Kunlawanit, which was submitted by former supreme 
commander General Soem Na Nakhon. It said: "Referring to the situation on the 

morning of September 9, 1985, which indicated there was going to be the use of force to 
solve the country’s current economic problems. Their majesties have learned about this 
with deep concern since the incident might escalate and damage national security. 
Therefore, their majesties have expressed the wish for both sides to stop fighting and 
to try to settle their conflict peacefully. Consequently, both sides have agreed to 
order their forces to return to their respective units. Now the incident is already 
over." 


The note was also shown to Air Chief Marshal Praphan Thupatemi, the first state witness, 
during a four-hour cross-examination by defence lawyers yesterday. Early in the cross- 
examination, the court cautioned ACM Praphan to be careful in testifying, saying he 
could implicate himself because the defence line of attack made him appear party to the 
coup plot. ACM Praphan said he believed Gen Soem was the coup leader and Gen Yot 
Thephatsadin, former deputy army commander-in-chief, was also involved. 


ROYAL HOUSEHOLD ANNOUNCEMENT ON QUEEN'S ILLNESS 


WA170030 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 28 Dec 85 p 16 


[Text] Subject: Bulletin No5 on Her Majesty the Queen's Health. The Royal Household 
has periodically issued bulletins on the iliness of her majesty the queen. At this 
time her majesty's bladder infection has cleared up and there is no more bleeding. Her 
Majesty is feeling progressively better, but the medical committee deems it appropriate 
that her majesty cease activity for at least the next 15 days. The Royal Household, 


27 December 1985 


LL 
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TRUONG CHINH, OTHERS OPEN CONGRESS OF HEROES 


OW160946 Hanoi VNA in English 0727 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 16 -- The Fifth National Congress of Heroes, Heroines and Merit 
Workers was opened here this morning. It is attended by representatives from 218 

hero collectives and units, 111 heroes and heroines and 223 national-level merit workers 
workers, representing all walks of life, all ages, and all localities in the country. 
The number of heroes, heroines and merit workers at this congress is equal to the total 
of all the four previous congresses. 


Present on the presidium of the congress this morning were high officials of the party 
and state including Truong Chinh, Pham Van Dong and Nguyen Huu Tho and many newly 
decorated heroes and heroines such as intellectual labour hero Hoang Dinh Cau, vice 
minister of public health; labour heroes Nguyen The Hung (industry), Ho Giao (Agri- 
culture); Hero of the Armed Forces Lieutenant-Colonel Dang Trung Thanh, battalion com- 
mander of the special force... 


Also present were representatives of the expert teams of the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries, and representatives of embassies of socialist countries in Hanoi. 


After the opening speech delivered by Chairman of the Council of Ministers Pham Van 
Dong, President of the StateCouncil Truong Chinh, on behalf of the party and state, 
warmly praised the hero collectives and individuals and the national merit workers. 

He called on everyone to "carry out the teaching of great President Ho Chi Minh", to 
launch a stirring nationwide movement for revolutionary acts aimed at higher producti- 
vity, quality and efficiency with a view to creating a new upturn in the socio-economic 
situation in Vietnam. 


Addressing the congress, Vo Van Kiet, Political Bureau member of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam Central Committee and vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, said that 
this 5th National Congress of Heroes, Heroines and Merit Workers is the first since 
the reunification of the country in 1976. 


He said that the 19 years since the 4th congress saw a most difficult period of the 
Vietnamese revolution and also witnessed the most outstanding exploits of the Vietnamese 
people and army. He noted that this congress is a fullest and most representative con- 
gregation of frontrank units and individuals, representing the Vietnamese people's 
monolithic solidarity and staunch struggle for independence, freedom auu socialism in 
unified Vietnam. He said that in all circumstances and conditions th: Vietnamese heroes, 
heroines and merit workers share the common characteristics: absolute loyalty to 

the party, the fatherland and people, a high sense of socialist collective mastery, a 
high determination to fulfil their tasks and eagerness to learn and ardent to aspira- 
tion for the new and progress. [sentence as received] 


Vo Van Kiet cited the examples of many of the newly decorated heroes and heroines pre- 
sent at the congress. In his speech, he also brought out the importance of 1986, 
convening year of the 6th congress of the party and the first year of the 1986-90 Five- 
Year Plan which will be crucial to the implementation of the tasks and socio-economic 
targets of the first stage of the transition period in Vietnam. He called for the 
launching of four major emulation movements this year: the movement for production and 
renovation of the mechanism of economic management to practically bring about higher 
productivity, quality and efficiency; the movement for all people's participation in 
re-establishing socialist order in all fields; the movement for economization in pro- 
duction, work and consumption; and the movement for all people's participation in 
strengthening national defence, security, public order and social security. 
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VISITING PRK CABINET MINISTER ON COOPERATION 


BK161431 Hanoi International Service in English )900 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Kampuchean Cabinet Minister Tang Saroem, chairman of the Kampuchean Committee 
for Economic and Cultural Cooperation, recently attended the sixth regular session of ‘ 
the heads of the committees for economic and cultural cooperation of Vietnam, Laos, and 
Kampuchea held in Hanoi. During his stay in Vietnam, Minister Tang Saroem granted an 
interview to our radio correspondent. 


Asked about the results of economic and cultural cooperation between the three Indo- 
chinese countries in the past years, particularly Kampuchea's contributions to this 
cooperation, Minister Tang Saroem said: In the spirit of the summit conference of Laos, 
Vietnam, and Kampuchea held in Vientiane in February 1983, all resolutions of the 
sessions of committees for economic and cultural cooperation of the three countries 
have been carried out. The results we have achieved in past years actively contribute 
to the cause of peace and stability, and socialist construction in each country. We 
have helped one another so that each country makes full use of its labor and land 
potentials and its natural resources and technical foundation. In the past years, we 
have cooperated and helped one another in solving urgent needs in daily life and 
production, and in the strengthening of national defense and security. We have worked 
out a plan for long-term cooperation which is suitable to the life and plan of each 
country and the economic strategy of the three Indochinese countries. 


The economic and cultural cooperation between Laos and Vietnam and Kampuchea has 
created favorable conditions for Kampuchea to establish and expand its cooperation 
relations with other countries, first of all the Soviet Union and the socialist 
countries. The cooperation helps our country in national construction and defense and 
in foiling all schemes to intervene in and sabotage our economy. Kampuchea has fully 
studied and carried out the resolutions of the second and third sessions of the heads 
of thecommittees for economic and cultural cooperation of the three countries. It has 
contributed in the discussion of the contents of the cooperation documents drafted by 
Laos and Vietnam. Kampuchea has set up a subcommittee in charge of communication and 
transport in service of the cooperation between the three Indochinese countries. Our 
party and state pay special attention to and give direct guidance to all branches and 
localities to expand and strengthen cooperation with Vietnam and Laos. 


Asked about the plan for economic and cultural cooperation among the thre. Indochinese 
countries, especially between Vietnam and Kampuchea, in 1986, the Kampuchean cabinet 
minister said: Basing on the current reality and capabilities of each country, we may 
cooperate with each other in rational and effective use of social labor force and 
natural resources to step up economic restoration and development and improve 

people's life. First of all, we cooperate in agricultural and food production, 
forestry, fishery, handicrafts, and communication and transport. We can also cooperate 
in exchanging import and export goods and experience in market control to oppose the 
enemy's economic monopoly and in studying and applying scientific and technical 
methods and in training cadres and technicians to meet both immediate and longer-term 
demands. 


Minister Tang Saroem continued: The economic and cultural cooperation between Vietnam 
and Kampuchea in 1986 will help Kampuchea achieve economic targets set forth at the 
fifth party congress and create conditions for Kampuchea to push agricultural produc- 
tion, improve or build a new irrigation project, and practice intensive farming and 
crop multiplication. The cooperation at provincia] level should be promoted together 
with the cooperation at the central level to better serve production and people's life. 
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MARCOS SPEAKS AT URDANETA RALLY 16 JANUARY 


HK161301 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0725 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Address of Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos at political rally in Urdaneta, 
Pangasinan Province -- live; in English and Ilocano -- broadcast in progress] 


[Text] [Passage in Ilocano]. Pangasinan is my second province, where I stayed for much 
of my guerrilla days being helped and protected by you in 1943 and 1944. Many of you 
are probably the children of my soldiers in 1944. [Passage in Ilocano]. 


I was here in the years of 1943 and 1944. I was here during the querrilla battles of 

the USAFFE [United States Armed Forces in the Far East] against the Japanese. You will 
remember I was the counter intelligence officer of the 3lst Division under General 
(Capinpin) and our lines of defense included passing Dagupan all the way to Urdaneta and 
Lingayen and the towns of [words indistinct] -- pardon, Bugallon? Bugallon. 


In the other parts of the world, the Japanese did not have in their map an area known as 
the Marcos [words indistinct]. Many of you, however, I recognize as my soldiers, 
soldiers in both battles. And I came here in 1943 and 1944. No one recognized me. 
[Passage indistinct]. My orders were to reconnaissance the landing area with the other 
Querrilla group, including my old friend Colonel Robert (Latham) -- I'm sorry that he is 
not here. We know that his brother is still in Manila. I was ready to decorate [him] 
with the distinguished (?Pandak) Star. 


And of course, with the other guerrilla group operating in the area and this we were 
trying to consolidate, to bring together not only unity and intelligence but also in the 
task to clear landing [as heard] of General MacArthur and his troops under General 
(Strubert). You remember all of these. And I stayed in the house of Vice Mayor (Noli 
Masicat) and [words indistinct]. They used to feed me chicken. After I had eaten, I 
asked them where they got the chicken, and they told me they stole them from the 
neighbors. I still have to pay the receipt that I signea because I signed receipts for 
all the food and equipment that I got from the people of Urdaneta. You did not know 
who Major Ferdinand E. Marcos was, but you protected him. You staked your life for him. 
Many of you, like Mr (Perez) were my couriers -- will you stand up? He was a courier 
of mine, 16 years old, I think. Fifteen years old and he is now the manager of the 
Civic Lumber Company. Where is the vice mayor? Vice Mayor Jaime Sandica. The o.d man 
is gone. The old man is gone but the son is here, and I'm happy to see him as vice 
mayor of Urdaneta. Long live Urdaneta! 


I am very happy therefore to come home. I don't need to be introduced to Urdaneta nor 
Urdaneta introduced to me, for Urdaneta is one of my homes. [applause] That is why 
[passage in Ilocano]. 


When I came before you in the year 1941 [as heard] then again in 1943, 1944, 1945, I 
came before you as a soldier fighting for the liberty of our Republic. I came before 
you. You did not know who I was, but when I raised the cry for us to fight for the 
freedom of our country, I asked for your lives. Many of your fathers died in the 
battlefields in many encounters with the enemies under my command. Many of your 
fathers were [words indistinct], generals and ranking senior officers of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines and many ranking officers in the national government. And I 
see among you now the‘r progeny, their sucessors. [Passage in Ilocano]. 


TST 
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The danger that we faced then, all of you knew. Even you who were not born then must 
have heard that your forebears were fighting for the rights that were to come, the gen- 
eration of what was to come. Always a generation must fight for those succeeding gener- 
ations, for their freedom, for justice, and for their dignity. That was what we did in 
those years, 1941-45. 


All of our battles were historic: The battles of Villafuerte, the battle of, uh, San 
Carlos, the battles in where we will hold the next meeting, and the battles here. The 
calvary battles that were fought, as well as the battles here before reaching Urdaneta. 
You will know about it, that part of our history. The casualties were high, [passage 
indistinct]. Even then, those generations knew that we had to fight in order [that] the 
younger generation knew like you may someday live peacefully, and proclaim to the world 
the dignity of the Filipino people and the Filipino race. [applause] 


But now, I come again to you as a small soldier. I am a soldier of the Republic because 
you choose [as heard] as president of the Republic. When you elected me president and 
even before that, as senator in 1959, we began the legend of [words indistinct], the 
legend that was that Marcos had operated as a guerilla leader was to be jointed into a 
single bloc of northerners who will try to support those virtues for which our fore- 
bears died. Well, here you can say that the famous battles that were fought not only 
by our generation, but by the other generations of Aguinaldo, Gregorio del Pilar, of 
Luna, Ricarte, (Agtibay) and the other heroes who gave up their lives in order that you 
and I can meet like this peaceful assembly and sound out our feelings about democracy 
and the other ideologies. 


When I came before you, I was still in uniform. I am now coming before you not only as : 
a candidate. I come before you more than that. I come before you as president of the 
Republic of the Philippines. [Passage in Ilocano]. 


[Passage indistinct]. I understand that the communists NPA have occupiéd [words indis- | 
tinct], and they are threatening the town of San Nicolas and of Natividad where I 
stayed for some time. I remeber I stayed with former Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
Narciso Ramos. The director-general of the PC-INP [Philippine Constabulary-Integrated 
National Police], General Fidel Ramos, was then a 15-year-old boy. he was running 
errands for me, but I refused to bring him up to the mountains because he was too 
young to be fighting then. Although I brought with me one young man, Fortunato Abas. 
Fortunato Abas who was only about 17, 16 years old. And I remeber that he was one of 
our guides up in the mountains in the USAFFE when we were moving to the town of, um, 
Villafuerte, and (?Panubsuban) and the other places. 


I remember the battles that we have fought, and I remember that Fortunato Abas ulti- 
mately became the commanding general of the Philippine Army of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines. 


I understand that the officer who killed the communist leader (Alibatbat) who is the 
colonel, uh, [words indistinct] is being recommended for promotion to general. I 
therefore recommend him and in saying to the board of generals for promotion to 
brigadier-general. [faint applause] 


Let me get back to my original theme. [Passage in Ilocano]. 


And so, my friends, you can see that we are attacked on both fronts of Pangasinan. | 
They deny, the opposition denies that they are being supported by the NPA's. Then 

why are the NPA's campaigning for the opposition team both in the western and eastern | 
towns. Those people occupying my home and brothers, who are they campaigning for? | 
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They are not campaigning for the Republic of the Philippines. They are campaigning 

for the opposition, It is very clear that they are threatening and intimidating the 
people. Some of the reports which I have received said that they have [words indistinct] 
in the western parts of Pangasinan. The enemies suffered (?3,000) dead and 12 

captured on the western parts in the last several days. I would like to see more 

action on the eastern part, especially in my old [words indistinct]. This is why I 

come here today. [Passage in Ilocano]. 


When the voting comes on the seventh of February, uh, 1986, [passage in Ilocano] 


[In] 1965, you supported me as president. [In] 1969, you supported me solidly as 
president. Here in Pangasinan, I believed I received a full vote of 90 percent in 1969. 
Here in Pangasinan is my second home where I spend most of my fighting days in the 
guerrilla movement. Here in Pangasinan [passage in Ilocano]. 


[In] 1976, when the plebiscite was held with the question: Do you want Marcos to 
continue as president of the Republic of the Philippines under martial law, or do you 
want somebody else. And you voted for me almost 95 percent. This is why I am very 
grateful to you. [Passage in Ilocano] Some of the members of the opposition say: 
Marcos has not done anything in order to improve the lot of the people. They keep 
criticizing the government. And yet they say there is no freedom and there is 
dictatorship in this country. If there were really a dictatorship, they would have 
been in jail a long time ago. 


But I have never jailed a political opponent for only voicing his political views. 
Those who were arrested were arrested for murder, arson, arson with homicide, and 
possession of illegal, of, firearms and other crimes. Nobody has ever been executed 
under the Marcos administration except for one. Who was that one? Lim Seng. Who was 
Lim Seng? He was the producer and manufacturer of heroin and drugs that had destroyed 
the lives of ten thousand of our young men, especially those who belong to the higher 
strata of our society. So he was convicted in a trial and convicted with a verdict of 
death by musketry. And I ordered that he be executed in the public plaza of Manila. 
In Fort Bonifacio. In order that we may give an example to drug and heroin producers 
and pushers. But no one has ever been executed in the Philippines under my admini- 
stration for stating his political view. They say that I might have something to 

do with the Aquino assassination. Why should Marcos, who has been protecting Aquino 
all along, want to assassinate Aquino? 


When Aquino was sick of a heart problem and he needed a bypass, we sent him to the 
heart center. Wegavehim all the best doctors of the Philippines. But he wanted to 

go to the United States and he wanted to be treated by American doctors. So we gave 
him permission to go there. There where he continued his conspiracy against the 
Republic of the Philippines. We gave him a doctor to accompany him in the plane. If 
we had not given him a doctor, he would have died in the plane because he had an attack 


in the plane. The doctor saved him. 


And there was a verdict of death that was the result of his conviction for the murder 
of Barrio Captain Sumat who was the leader of the tenants of the Hacienda Luisita, the 
biggest hacienda now in Luzon. And he was found guilty and the verdict was death. If 
we realy wanted him eliminated, all we had to do was to wait for the verdict to be 
implemented and there would have been legitimate execution. So why risk shooting him, 
assassinating him under those very, um, certainly unusual circumstances in Manila 
International Airport? There was no need. There was no need to do that because 

there is a death verdict over his head. 


Now, my friends, we hear once again the words: Marcos is not [words indistinct] 
for the Phillippines. So we ask them: When did they earntheir wealth? All these 
people in the business group who are talkingof a debacle. 
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These businessmen who now constitute one of the biggest school of critics of Marcos. 
Why are they angry about Marcos? Because I transferred, I moved the bloated expend- 
iture of government from them to the poor, the weak, and the small people of our 
country. [Passage in Ilocano] 


What is the biggest expenditure from 1965 to 1985? Education. How much was it? 
Sixty-seven point eight billion pesos. In 20 years, we spend 67.8 billion pesos for 
education. Why education? Because democracy cannot thrive in an atmosphere of igno- 
rance. When I became president in 1965, I looked around and I saw all of our people 
despondent, indifferent, and uncommitted. [Passage indistinct]. 


Oh, Dagupan City waiting? But Urdaneta is here. Long live Urdaneta! [cheers] 


[Passage in Ilocano] You remember how my father died? He was executed by the Japanese 
because he refused to cooperate with them. When he was able to escape, he took the 
wrong turn and went up the mountains of Benguet. Although we could not catch up with 
him, [words indistinct]. But the Japanese warned me through a courier that they would 
execute my father if I continued the attack. They had 300 men, and I had about 1,500 
men with me. So, I surrounded them but they surrounded my father. When attack 
continued, because my brother who was in the northern sector waiting to receive my 
order to abort the attack, continued the attack. They hung him. I never recovered 

his body. You know all of that. 


So, everytime I place a wreath at the tomb of the unknown soldier, I feel like I am 
laying a wreath on the tomb of my father. When we were laying a wreath on national 
heroes’ day, all of us guerrilla leaders were lined up and it was not raining, a little 
drizzle. We all took off our hats in honor of the unknown soldier. We took off the 
umbrellas and the raincoats and we were caught by this downpour. All of us got sick. 
All of us got a cold. And I got a cold, too. So please don't mind me if, when I sang 
with first lady, my vocie was little hoarse. [Passage indistinct]. 


Of course, you remember that I was wounded in Pangasinan. One of my wounds, one of 
my five wounds, I got fighting here in Pangasinan. In one of my last wounds in 
Bataan, I was wounded in the left knee with shrapnel. So, I limp a little. [Passage 
in Ilocano]. 


I could not walk straight because of that wound. But I am proud of that wound. 
[Passage in Ilocano]. If I were asked whether I'd do it all over again, my answer is: 
Like everyone of you, 21, 22, 23 years old, we will do it all over again. We would 
fight for our country. It is an honor to be wounded for the country, for the Republic 
of the Philippines. [applause] 


Some a week ago, I awarded a trophy to Dodie "Boy" Penalosa. Dodie "Boy" Penalosa is 
the flyweight champion of the world. When he was young, he got sick of polio and his 
left leg, like mine, is smaller than the right. When I was giving him the trophy, I 
asked him: Do you feel any pain in your left leg or right fighting especially in a 
close fight? He said: It is paining me all the time. But, I am the representative 
of the 54 million Filipinos. I am their champion. I am the world champion, so, once 
a champion, act like a champion. And the pain disappears. 


[Passage in Ilocano] so, I will act a champion. [Passage in Llocano]. 


I remember the great historic saying when the warrior, cut in the face and scarred, 
his youthful manhood becomes old from his wounds, nursing his left arm, and he stood 
before the cheering crowd and looked at them: I am honored to be scarred for my 
country. 
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And you, you jest at scars, who never felt a wound, that is my answer to the opposition, 
you jest at scars, who never felt a wound. You laugh, then you laugh at all these 
people in Urdaneta whose fathers died in the battlefields or [word indistinct] for the 
honor and dignity of the Republic of the Philippines. [applause] 


Now, there is Minister Tolentino. By the way, you may not know Minister Tolentino very 
well, but Minister Tolentino is the most capable man to take over the presidency if, 
God forbid, anything happens to Ferdinand Marcos. [applause] Why do [I say the most 
qualified? Because he is talented, he's wise, he's stable, he's honorable; when he 
gives his word, he fulfills the word of honor, and to you, as to all Filipinos, our 
word of honor is our bond, when you shake on it, and you promise it, you'd die for it. 
And this is why I decided to push him as the vice presidential candidate, because there 
are many others who are equally talented, who are wise, experienced, but [he is] the 
one who, say, symbolizes the focus of all capability, experience, wisdom, talent, 
character, as well as integrity in public office. He's the author of the antigraft 
law. He's the author of the civil service law. He's the author of many laws, and that 
is why I choose him as vice president. I therefore now come before you and ask you to 
support Tolentino for vice president! [applause] [Passage in Ilocano]. Long live 
Marcos-Tolentino! 


[Passage on Muslim autonomy issue, in Ilocano]. They have parted with part of our 
territory without consulting the Filipino people. I remember that when we were nego- 
tiating the Tripoli agreement, the first lady was sent to Libya, and she managed to 
get Colonel al-Qadhdhafi to the telephone. Colonel al-Qadhdhafi talked to me over the 
telephone and asked the same thing. He said he wanted a separate state which would 
include Palawan, Mindanao, Sulu, Tawitawi, and Sabah. And he said that would suffice a 
cease-fire in the fighting in Mindanao, which had of course caused thousands of 
casualties. And I told him I had no power to bargain away any part of the territory 
of the Philippines. And, er, we argued back and forth and I told him that his impres- 
sion that there are many more Muslims than Christians in the Philippines was wrong, 
because he thought that there were Muslims and Christians in the Philippines and that 
we had grabbed the territory from the Muslims. And so I told him, [ will call for a 
plebiscite, and this plebiscite [changing thought], he said, I do not believe in 
plebiscites, I don't believe in referendums, I don't believe in elections. And I said, 
I am elected by the people, and as elected president, I must comply with the Constitu- 
tion. He told me, I thought you proclaimed martial law. Yes, martial law in accor- 
dance with the Constitution of the Philippines. And so [muttered words indistinct] 

I refused, refused his offer, cease-fire, provided you recognize the new Muslim state, 
and I said, Colonel al-Qadhdhafi, I beg to, er, ask you to reconsider your position, 
because the ones who are suffering are Muslims and Christians, please do not insist on 
a separate state. I am willing to compromise, I said, and I will allow the creation of 
an autonomous state for Muslims, but they must be within the provisions of the Consti- 
tution. They must belong to the jurisdiction and territory of the Philippines. They 
must act under the laws of the Philippines. 


And so this offer is not new. But you can see the difference between the conduct of 
foreign policy under the Marcos administration and under this new, er, group trying to 
grab power. They deal with our problems with such flippant, casual, and almost total 
disregard of caution. And if they give away that territory, would you have known 
about it if Misuari did not announce it to the world? No, I would not have known about 
it except that there were intelligence reports that in 1981 Ninoy Aquino had done the 
same thing, had entered into an agreement. Don't tell me that the widow does not know 
about this agreement, because we have records of what happened there. We have the 
testimony of one of the Muslim leaders who was present when Ninoy Aquino agreed to the 
dismemberment of the Republic of the Philippines. And this witness is Nur Khan, 
Commander Nur Khan, one of the highest commanders of our Misuari in the secessionist 
movement of the Moro National Liberation Front. 
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And I say that this attitude of the opposition is dangerous. It is treasonable. It is 
bargaining away hard-won territory without the approval of the sovereign people of the 
Philippines. And I say we must fight this now, when we have time! [Passage in Ilocano]. 


We will continue with the last land reform program. Agrarian Minister, Minister, un, 
Estrella is here. We have asked them, the opposition, what is their policy on agrarian 
reform? They have not answered. [Passage in Ilocano]. They have kept quiet about it. 
We have raised the minimum wage from 5 pesos to 57, 54 in the provinces, and [words in 
Ilocano}. [Words indistinct] the barangays to receive 10 percent of the national income, 
[words indistinct] over the country, are they going to stop this? [Passage in Ilocano]. 
Why? Because they have no program of government [Passage in Ilocano]. [applause] 


(Words indistinct] who remember their forebears, their fathers who died on the battle- 
field? Tell them, thell them that I came, I came to remember those men and to thank 
all of you for supporting us during the sad days. 


But now we again need your support. Now we again need the strong arm of the northerner, 
the strong and solid north. We ask them to drive away the enemy as we drove away the 
enemy in 1945. It was only Northern Luzon among all the guerilla areas which was given 
a mission by General MacQrthur to clear the Japanese out of Northern Luzon. It was only 
our guerrilla group here which was recognized and giventhe status ultimately of member 
of the Armed Forces of the United States. We must remember all these honors that were 
showered on us, remember that the blood that runs in your blood [as heard] is the blood 
of your fathers who fought for this land and who fought for freedom, for justice, and 
for dignity of the Filipino people. Don't ever forget that. [applause] 


Whatever they say of the Filipino, whatever they say about our people, you are the noble 
inheritors of an equally noble (?stock). Do not ever let anyone degrade you with all 
these lies and deceit that they present to you. Do not let anyone ever tell you that 
you are a lesser man than anyone else in this world. You are the equal of anyone. That 
is the purpose of our visit here today. I merely wanted to remind you of those days 
gone by [words indistinct]. Don't ever give them up. And [words indistinct] you go 

and say for the noble forebears who fought before us, and ask your conscience, whom 
should we vote for? That is enough. Ask your conscience and vote for the right people. 
Vote Marcos-Tolentino! Long live Urdaneta! Long live Pangasinan! Long live Marcos- 
Tolentino! [applause] 


POLICE ARREST MAN WITH GUN AT MARCOS RALLY 


HK161330 Hong Kong AFP in English 1321 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] Dagupan, Philippines Jan 16 (AFP) -- Police today arrested a man for possession 
of a gun near a grandstand where President Ferdinand Marcos was delivering an election 


campaign speech. 


The man, who identified himself as Rodolfo Legaspi, 36, was arrested .« front of a bank 
about 100 meters from a park grandstand where Mr Marcos was campaigning ahead of the 
February 7 presidential poll, police in this northern city said. Police said the 
suspect's home-made revolver had two live bullets. 


The man was arrested on a tip-off from an unnamed informant but police said they did not 
think his unlicensed weapon was aimed at Mr Marcos. The suspect told police he lived in 
nearby Calasiao Town. 
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BULLETIN ‘TODAY ARTICLE ON BOSWORTH CONTROVERSY 


HK161515 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Jan 86 pp 1, 11 


[Text] A move to declare United States Ambassador Stephen Bosworth as persona non grata 
for alleged intervention in purely Philippine domestic affairs, was initiated in the 
Batasang Pambansa yesterday. 


The resolution against Bosworth will be among three major issues the Batasan is expected 
to resolve when it finally meets in a special session proposed earlier by Labor Minister 
and Member of Parliament Blas F, Ople (KBL, Bulacan). Ople had called for an emergency 
special session to investigate the reported "understanding" between Nur Misuari of the 
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) and the United Nationalist Democratic Organiza- 
tion (UNIDO) to recognize the Bangsa Moro in exchange for support to the Aquino-Laurel 
ticket. ‘the third issue proposed to be taken up by the Batasan is a plan for the 
assembly, in its capacity as the national canvassing board, to take jurisdiction over 
the so-called "quick count." 


Political Affairs Minister Leonardo B. Perez, chairman of the committee on revision of 
laws, codes, and constitutional amendments, claimed that "although the American ambas- 
sador has been professing neutrality and nonpartisanship in the coming elections in his 
public utterances, his actions betray his preference."' Perez said Bosworth's continued 
demand for "a credible election" is an insult to the Filipino people for it implies that 
all past elections in the Philippines had not been credible and that the government is 
incapable of holding clean, honest, and orderly elections. The political affairs 
minister said Bosworth does not have to behave like an "American governor-general 
during the Philippine Commonwealth days." 


Speaker Nicanor Yniguez said, however, that he was still seriously studying Ople's 
proposal. He said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will have to be involved in the 
matter of investigating the reports appearing in the London press and foreign papers 
that Agapito Butz Aquino had entered into an agreement with Nur Misuari on the Mindanao 
issue. 


On the matter of the quick count project of the National Citizens Movement for Free 
Elections (Namfrel), the KBL general headquarters issued the following conditions: 


1. Any quick count to be done in connection with the Feb. 7 elections should be 
undertaken only by the Comelec [Committee on Elections] and that other agencies, like 
Namfrel, should only assist the poll body and not conduct a separate so-called quick 


count. 
2. Likewise, the counting should be done under Comelec supervision and not independent 


of other agencies. 
3. Any authorized quick count should be made not only under Comelec supervision but 
more importantly in the presence of representatives of both accredited political 


parties. 


AFP REPORTS ON MARCOS' HEALTH, TARLAC SHOOTING 


HK161437 Hong Kong AFP in English 1435 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[By Cecil Morella] 


[Text] Dagupan, Philippines, Jan 16 (AFP) -- Security agents today had to carry a 
visibly tired President Ferdinand Marcos to the stage as he campaigned here for a 
February 7 presidential election, witnesses said. 


IV, 17 Jan 86 PrP 8 PHILIPPINES 


Meanwhile, the election campaign saw its first bloodshed with reports that an opposition 
campaigner and his driver had been killed in opposition candidate Corazon Aquino's home 
province of Tarlac. Opposition spokesmen said the killings were the work of a suspected 
government militiaman, 


The 68-year-old president today had difficulty raising his hands to flash a victory sign 
in response to supporters chanting "Marcos still," as he was carried to the stage by 
bodyguards in this city in Pangasinan Province north of Manila. Mr Marcos appeared to 
be in pain and breathing heavily, an AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE correspondent said. Moments 
later, he was encircled by security men and local political leaders on the stage so that 
nobody could see him for about 30 seconds. 


After the chanting died down and provincial leaders began their speeches, two men in 
white went to the president's seat and fixed something on the back of his palm, which 
had a small bandage. He was later escorted to a curtained room at the back of the 
stage and stayed inside for about two minutes. When he came out he appeared to be 
feeling better. 


There was no immediate explanation for the incident, but during a speech earlier today 
in nearby Urdaneta Town, Mr Marcos apologized to the audience for having a cold. The 
incident came as opposition leaders sought an official disclosure on the 68-year-old 
Mr Marcos's health, alleging that his aides physically propped him up whenever he 
campaigned, 


Many local and foreign newsmen covering the president's campaign have remarked that he 
has to be carried to the campaign platform by aides because his legs have become weak. 
Mr Marcos admits his legs are wobbly, and says this is due to shrapnel wounds he incur- 
red as a soldier during World War II. The infirmity would indicate why he has covered 
much less territory during this campaign than his rival Corazon Aquino, widow of mur- 
dered opposition leader Benigno Aquino. 


Police said some 10,000 people cheered Mr Marcos as he was carried to the grandstand 
here, a stronghold of Mr Marcos’ ruling New Society Movement (KBL) party. 


Police said they had arrested a man for illegal possession of a home-made revolver with 
two live bullets about 100 metres (yards) from the grandstand today. They said they did 
not think that the gun was aimed at Mr Marcos. 


Speaking at Urdaneta, Mr Marcos repeated a warning that the communists might take over 
the Philippines if Mrs Aquino won in the polls. 


Aides of Mrs Aquino said inManila today that she condemned the killing yesterday of one 
of her campaigners and his driver. The aides told a news conference that Benjamin de 
Jesus, 49, and a driver, Alberto Briones, were shot dead yesterday by a suspected 
government militiaman in Mrs Aquino's home province of Tarlac north of here. It was 
the first instance of bloodshed in the six-week-old campaign for the presidential 
election. A spokesman quoted Mrs Aquino as saying that she "condemned the killings 

in the sternest language possible," and viewed them "in the larger implication of the 
fact that under the dictatorship of President Marcos, the value of life has diminished 
greatly." 


Jose Yap, a former congressman from Tarlac, quoted two injured companions of the dead 
men as saying that the gunman, who was with other men in fatigues, rushed to a militia 
detachment after the slaying. Mr Yap said the killing followed death threats against 
campaigners. "This is a political killing intended to create terror," said Arnaldo 
Dizon, an opposition leader in Capas Town where the killing took place. 
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VER DETAILS CURRENT MILITARY STATE OF ALERT 


BK170721 Manila PNA in English 0709 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Yext] Manila, Jan. 17 (PNA) -- Government troops have been placed on a high state 
of alert following reports that the communists were set to disrupt the Feb. 7 special 
presidential polls. Armed Forces Chief Gen. Fabian C. Ver said he has activated a 
civil disturbance control contingent to quell any communist-instigated violence, 
specially in Manila, seat of national government. 


He said the contingent is composed of 800 anti-riot troops from the Constabulary, Army, 
Navy and the Air Force. the anti-riot force is backed by two Air Force helicopters 

and two explosives demolition teams. General Ver said the mobilization of the contin- 
gent was spurred by intelligence reports that the communists would spearhead a nation- 
wide transport strike and mass political mass actions. 


Outside Manila, Ver said, heavily armed communist rebels burned Wednesday a siate-run 
school building in the northern Philippine province of Cagayan, hometown of Defense 
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile. The rebels also executed in public a militiaman guarding 
the building before a group of horrified teachers and students. 


President Ferdinand Marcos has said that local government officials had complained 
that they had been threatened with death if they would not vote for opposition bet 
Corazon Aquino in the coming elections. 


Mr Marcos, seeking another six-year term to push through his economic recovery and 
counter insurgency programs, had repeatedly charged the opposition of complicity with 
the communists. '"We had confirmed reports the communists had been actively campaigning 
for the opposition,” Mr. Marcos added. 


VER SAYS POSITION DEPENDS ON MARCOS DECISION 


BK160819 Manila PNA in English 0735 GMI 16 Jan 86 


[text] Manila, Jan. 16 (PNA) -- Gen. Fabian C. Ver, one of the 26 acquitted in the 
Aquino assassination case, Thursday said his tenure as Philippine military chief is 
"entirely at the pleasure" of President Ferdinand Marcos. 


He made the statement following Tuesday's press comment of President Marcos that 
General Ver "may probably retire before the Feb. elections." Mr. Marcos, seeking a 
fresh mandate in the coming elections, also said that Ver's deputy, Lt. Gen. 

Fidel V. Ramos, will be put in charge of all troops to be used in the elections. 
General Ver, one of the overstaying generals in the Armed Forces, has been extended 
(?eleven) times by Mr. Marcos. He will observe his 66th birthday on Monday. 


"Just like any member of the Armed Forces, I am at the disposal of my commander-in- 
chief, President Marcos," Ver said. ‘The four-star general reassumed as military chief 
on Dec. 2 foliowing his acquittal in the controversial murder of opposition leader 
Benigno S. Aquino Jr. on Aug. 21, 1983 at the Manila International Airport. During 
his 13-month leave of absence, General Ramos took over as acting military chief, in 
addition to his other duties as chief of the constabulary and national police force. 
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In his press statements Tuesday, the 68-year-old Mr. Marcos said that "apparently 
foreign elements, including those in the United States, feel that General Ramos 

is someone who can be depended upon." General Ramos, a cousin of President Marcos, 
is a graduate of the U.S. West Point Military Academy. He has been tagged here as 
an "American boy." Aside from Ramos, other rumored to succeed General Ver are 
Army Chief Major Gen. Josephus Ramas, Second Infantry Division Chief Brig. Gen. 
Roland Pattugalan and Army Reserve Commander Brig. Gen. Edon Yap. 


VER ISSUES ORDER ON MILITARY NEUTRALITY 


BK170659 Manila PNA in English 0652 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Manila, Jan. 17 (PNA) -- Armed Forces Chief Gen. Fabian C. Ver has banned 
military officers and soldiers from issuing any political statements that would 
cast doubts on their neutrality in the Feb. 7 special presidential polls. 


"We should demonstrate that the first and only loyalty of soldiers is not to the 
person of the commander-in-chief but the flag and country," he said. 


In issuing the order, General Ver said he did not want to "create public miscon- 
ceptions on military positions or cause misunderstanding and confusion." At the 
same time, General Ver ordered the setting up of election monitoring and assistance 
centers in all military units to keep close watch of the activities of military 
personnel. 


RAMOS ATTENDS COMMAND CONFERENCE ON ELECTION 


HK160657 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 15 Jan 86 p 20 


[Text] Officials of the Constabulary and the Integrated National Police expect 
the Feb. 7 snap presidential election to be peaceful and orderly, Lt. Gen. Fidel 
V. Ramos, Armed Forces vice-chief of staff and PC/INP chief said yesterday. 


Ramos cited the assessment of PC/INP regional commanders from the country's 12 
regions and Metro Manila gathered in Manila for a command conference. The confer- 
ence coincided with the 14th anniversary of Ramos as Constabulary chief and the 
10th as INP director general. 


Ramos said that despite this assessment, the Communist Party of the Philippines 
said its military arm, the New People's Army, might attempt to disrupt the polls 
in some areas. The regional commanders told Ramos they have directed all PC/INP 
units to be vigilant against troublemakers especially in areas where violence 
erupted during the 1981 presidential elections and the 1984 Batasan polls. Ramos 
told them to remind their personnel to remain neutral and refrain from engaging in 
partisan politics. 


Ramos said he expects the Commission on Elections to deputize the PC/INP for 
election duties, as in the previous elections, to ensure peaceful and orderly 
conduct of the Feb. 7 elections. 


Already, Ramos has activated a special action office (SAO) for honest, orderly and 
peaceful elections (HOPE) under Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Rafanan, former PC/INP Region 
III commander. Ramos said the activation of SAO (HOPE) at Camp Crame was in line 
with Comelec Resolution No. 1737 creating the special action teams (SATs) in every 
region and province to supervise the conduct of voting on election day. The 
resolution designated Comelec representatives as SAT team leaders. 
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Col. Pedro Yanes was also designated by Ramos as SAO's deputy chief to assist 
Rafanan. Ramos has also organized and activated at Camp Crame the PC/INP Monitoring 
Center to monitor, coordinate and supervise PC/INP functions and tasks related to 
the Feb. 7 elections. Col. Virgilio David, chief of the PC/INP Operation Center, 
was designated chief of the election monitoring center. Col. Ricardo Trinidad was 
also assigned as liaison officer to the Comelec. 


At the command conference, Ramos distributed copies of an election primer to the 
regional commanders. The primer was intended to acquaint all members of the Armed 
Forces and the INP of their electoral obligations as citizens, as provided for in 
the Constitution and electoral laws. 


DEFENSE MINISTER CLAIMS CPP DIVIDED ON ELECTION 


HK150856 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 14 Jan 86 pp 1, 4 
[By Daniel Florida] 


[Text] The leadership of the Communist Party of the Philippines [CPP] is divided on 
whether or not to participate in the Feb 7 presidential election, Defense Minister 
Juan Ponce Enriie said yesterday, quoting "intelligence reports." The issue, Enrile 
said, was taken up at a recent assembly (plenum) of communist leaders. 


While the political leaders identified with the National Democratic Front (NDF) 
would want the party to support candidates, the predominant militarists on the 
party's central committee were for a boycott of the election, he said. Enrile 
said "a certain intelligence group" got all this from the CPP plenum held only last 
month in Bicol. 


In an earlier plenum, also in Bicol, the CPP had drawn up plans for the May local 
elections, deciding to field candidates in places under its influence and support 
candidates sympathetic to it, Enrile said. Most of the NDF leaders favor a pro- 
tracted struggle not by military efforts alone, but by political as well. The NDF 
is the operating arm of the party's United Front Commission, which aims to forge 
an alliance of anti-government groups. 


According to the intelligence reports cited by Enrile, the militarists, said to be 
led by party and military commission chairman Rodolfo Salas and party secretary 
general Rafael Baylosis, argued that supporting candidates in the Feb 7 election 
would only slow the movements’ campaign. A boycott of the polls supposedly would 
convince everyone that the CPP-NPA was "nearer" to victory, Enrile said. 


On the other hand, the political ideologues from the NDF reasoned that involvement 
in the election would strengthen the party's political base. In Northern Mindanao, 
MP Constantino Navarro (KBL-Surigao del Norte), chairman of the KBL region 10 
chapter, yesterday asked for an additional military battalion to complement the 

one already operating in the region to prevent the New People's Army from disrupting 
the Feb 7 elections. 


MORE ON OPPOSITION-MNLF 'SECRET UNDERSTANDING' 


Former Commander Comments 
HK160418 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0400 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Excerpts] There is more confirmation of a secret understanding between the 
opposition and the MNLF's Nur Misuari on the creation of a separate Muslim state. 
Former MNLF commanders related the meeting in Syria in 1981 between Benigno 
Aquino Jr and Misuari. 
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Alawi Mohamad, former MNLF deputy secretary general, said Misuari himself confirmed 
the meeting. 


Nur Khan, a former right-hand man of Misuari, agreed with the president that any 
agreement for a separate Muslim state is treason. Nur Khan was interviewed by newsmen 
in Davao del Norte. 


Meantime, in Basilan Province, the former MNLF deputy commander for the province, (Bar 
Sharif), pointed out that the MNLF's original goal was autonomy. He said any agreement 
to form a separate state will anger Mindanao Muslims. 


[Begin (Sharif) recording] There is evidence of a tie-up between the Misuari group 
and the Aquino group. The Muslims in the south will not go with Misuari, because the 
Muslims [words indistinct] Islam, they do not believe in communism, because communism 
is the common enemy of Islam, because in Islam, you believe and you believe in God, if you 
are communist you do not believe in God. [end recording] 


Columnist Examines 'Deal' 
HK160428 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 15 Jan 86 p 4 
{"Here and Now" column by Francisco S. Tatad: "Treason?"] 


[Text] More serious than the charge -- which Mrs. Cory Aquino has since denied -- 
that she intends to name communists to her cabinet if elected, is the charge that her 
brother-in-law, Agapito "Butz" Aquino, has assured MNLF chairman Nur Misuari 

in Madrid that in case she becomes President, the MNLF will be free to carve out of 
Mindanao an independent Bangsa Moro Republic. This, more than any other issue, will 
likely decide the final course of the present campaign. 

President Marcos has called the reported "understanding" "a sellout and an act of 
treason." This was promptly echoed by KBL Muslim leaders and the commanding general 

of the Southern command. A former MNLF commander said the alleged tieup between Misuari 
and the opposition had existed since 1981. Labor Minister Opel has proposed an urgent 
investigation by the Batasan. 


Butz Aquino has not denied his meeting with Misuari. But he said he undertook the 
meeting on his own, without Cory's prior knowledge or authorization. He called 

the report "a distortion of the facts." Cory for her part expressed support for the 
Muslims' “aspiration for - ° ..omy to the extent compatible with the territorial inte- 
grity of the Republic, t: | emocratic rights and liberty of all our citizens, and 
the requirements of national security," but not secession. She called the report "a 
lie." This is acceptable. 


In the opposition, the Muslim Federal Party, under the leadership of Abul Khayra 
Alonto and Abraham Rasul, has been pressing for a unified opposition stand concerning 
a meaningful autonomy for the Muslim-populated regions. This has found a positive 
response among the opposition parties, notably the Christian-Social Democratic Party 
and Mindanao Alliance, which favor federated autonomous regions in place of the 
unitary state, with the two autonomous regions of Mindanao serving as the experimental 
stations for all the regions. 


This position was unanimously adopted at the national unification conference last year, 
and subsequently contained in a formal manifesto signed by numerous opposition leaders. 
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Abul Khayr has asked Cory to sign it, but to the best of my knowledge, she has so far 
not signed it, because of some points she wants clarified. In other words, she has 
shown rather extreme caution. 


If she has shown such caution about a document that speaks only of meaningful autonomy 
for the Muslim-populated regions, within the framework of the Republic, is it reasonable 
to accuse her of entering into a deal that would give away part of the national terri- 
tory to secessionists? It doesn't follow. What about Butz? 


I believe he should speak for himself. I do not know of any decision of the opposition 
commissioning him to meet with Misuari, so there is no reason to question his statement 
that he met with the MNLF chieftain on his own personal responsibility. It is not even 
clear whether he was acting for his organization, Bandila. A personal confidant says 
he left for Europe to create "a more visible role" for himself in the campaign "away 
from headquarters," run by younger brother Paul under Cory's businessman-brother, Jose 
Cojuangco Jr. Our best bet therefore is exactly as Butz describes it: a personal and 
private enterprise that does not and cannot possibly bind the opposition or Cory. 


Whether or not it was the correct thing to do is arguable. Butz is almost still a young 
man with a lot of good intentions and energytomatch his ideas. He is not always sound 
or discreet, and that's his problem. But he is not Cory's ward, and it is unfair to 
blame her for his exuberance or indiscretion. 


All this, of course, could have been avoided, or at least minimized, if the opposition 
candidate had a complete political platform against which any reported pronouncement or 
initiative by any opposition leader or by the candidate herself may be checked, or if 
everyone in the opposition followed some form of "party discipline". The latter helps 
one to recognize one's responsibility to a political cause one shares with others, and 
see where affairs of the family end, and where those of the party or the country begin. 
It helps you avoid unnecessary inlaw problems. 


But until now we are still debating when to have a complete opposition platform, and 
far too many opposition leaders have not heard, or will not hear of "party discipline.’ 
They distrust tested knowledge, experience, and tradition and have decided to reinvent 
the wheel. This is one very obvious and lamentable reason why, in defiance of all 
common sense, the KBL is the one on the offensive and the opposition is the one 
answering. 


In spite of Butz's and Cory's statements, the charge of a sellout will not end here. 
The KBL will exploit it to the hilt until Feb. 7. They will produce more former MNLF 
commanders and other witnesses to confirm the alleged deal. Will it remain simple 
pyrotechnics, or will it build up to a powderkeg that could affect the conduct of elec- 
tions in the end? Don't discount anything. 


Editorial Questions Accord 
HK160509 Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 15 Jan 86 p 4 
{[Editorial: "Selling Out Territory"] 


[Text] Agapito Aquino's insistence that he did not pledge support of recession during 
his recent meeting with Nur Misuari will continue to be disbelieved. Those who know of 
him will give more credence to the original report, carried by a reputable news agency, 
than to his denial accompanied bya lame explanation. He was, he said, only acting in 
his private capacity to find out "Moro" grievances and offer solutions. 
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To Misuari's stand that Palawan, Mindanao and Su‘. must constitute a separate state, 
Aquino claims to have counterproposed autonomy in education and "peace and order" -- 
read: military affairs. 


There is of course no way of finding out the exact words which passed between the seces- 
sionist and the self-appointed negotiator. But what would be surprising is if endorse- 
ment of secession was not given and accepted. This becomes even clearer when the meet- 
ing is read in the context in which it was held. This is something that has been 
obscured by the nationwide anger and indignation over Aquino's presumption, which smacks 
of treason, if not actually treason. The difference between the two terms is a narrow 
one; all that is needed for treason is an overt act in support of the pledge. At the 
moment, Aquino or his confederates are not in a position to give concrete Support. But 
given the power, the possibilities are endless. 


Finally, it has to be explained why "Butz" went to Misuari in the first place. This is 
the context to which all the attempts at explanation and clarification must be referred. 
Could it not be a mission to solicit campaign funds from the millions reputed to be at 
the disposal of Misuari's group? If so, then so much the worse for noble causes and 
love of country. What the public should be asking next is: How much was disbursed or 
promised? Interesting question, to say the least. 


MNLF LEADERS URGE NONPARTICIPATION IN ELECTIONS 


HK160209 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 4 Jan 86 pp l, 3 
[By Jam Maridul ] 


[Text] LIligan City -- Local commanders of the Moro National Liberation Front said 

recently the "Bangsamoro nation will not participate'in the Feb 7 snap presidential 
elections, but pledged not to "disturb" the elections even in their ow "liberated 

areas". The MNLF has said that it controls many towns in a number of Mindanao pro- 
vinces. 


The MNLF is a Muslim-led revolutionary group which has been waging a protracted war 
since 1972 for the independence of Mindanao and Sulu. In an interview with MALAYA, 
Commander Solitario, the highest ranking MNLF officer in Lanao del Norte, disclosed 
that it is the official stand of the MNLF under Chairman Nur Misuari not toparticipate 
in any "Philippine-sponsored" elections or referendum. "We will never have any part in 
a process that will only serve to lengthen the life of Philippine Colonialism in 
Mindanao and Sulu," he said, pointing out that "it is the sacred task of all people in 
Mindanao to liquidate all vestiges of Philippine colonialism in their homeland." 


The Libya-based Misuari was quoted recently by a Saudi Arabian newspaper as having 
issued a call to all inhabitants of the "Bangsamoro nation" to repudiate the Feb 7 
presidential polls. 


The MNLF refers to the inhabitants of Mindanao, Sulu and Palawan as "Bangsamoro." In 
their previous pronouncements, MNLF leaders say that the "Bangsamoro" constitute a 
historic national community whose identity is distinct and separate from that of the 
Filipino community. 


Asked about the possibility of reconcilation with the "Filipino government" if the new 
administration will take over, the commander said the MNLF is keeping the door open to 
the final, just and honorable settlement of the "Mindanao war." But he stressed that 
"any attempt towards the final solution of the Mindanao conflict must be predicated on 
the fundamental birthrights of the Moro people to self-determination." 
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Reiterating that the MNLF is fighting for self-determination, complete political libera- 
tion and sociocultural freedom of the Bangsamoro people, the commander emphasized that 
they will never agree to any arrangement that will reduce the primacy of the 
Bangsamoro's basic right to determine and shape their own affairs and destiny. 

"Mindanao for Mindanaons" he said, is their slogan, since the Bansamoro revolution en- 
compasses not only the Muslims but the Christian inhabitants in Mindanao. "The MNLF 

is waging an armed revolution not only for the Muslims but for everyone in Mindanao who 
wants to live in freedom," he declared. 


Meanwhile, an MNLF political and military officer in Lanao del Sur who requested 
anonymity warned recently that if the new government will pursue the same "genocidal" 
policies toward the people of Mindanao, it will be faced with a renewed armed resis- 
tance. "The revolution has already successfully concluded the first phase. No person- 
ality can block this revolutionary tide except the recognition of our right to self- 
determination and independence," he declared. 


Asked to comment on reports that the so-called Reformist Group, a breakaway faction of 
the MNLF under Dimas Pundato and lawyer Macapantos Abbas, Jr, is participating in the 
elections, the Lanao-based MNLF officer said "It is expected of them." He did not 
elaborate. 


CPP'S SISON DENIES SUPPORTING AQUINO IN ELECTION 


HK160113 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 9 Jan 86 pp 1-2 


[Text] Alleged Communist Party of the Philippines [CPP] chairman Jose Ma Sison yester- 
day warned of a government attempt to declare certain areas as "NPA-controlled or 
trouble spots" and "usurp" 20 percent of the national vote for the Marcos-Tolentino 


ticket. 


Mr Sison also categorically denied having thrown support for the presidential bid of 
Mrs Corazon Aquino and said it is "absolutely untrue" that her slain husband Benigno 
Aquino, "had anything to do with the organization of the CPP and NPA." These were 
contained in a six-page interivew with the man the military tags as the CPP chairman, 
a text of which Sison's wife Juliet released to MALAYA late yesterday. 


Among others, Mr Sison, in maximum security prison during the past 8 years, also de- 
clared that witnesses against \quino were "military assets grouped under two generals." 
He also said he was not in a position to know in detail the stand of the CPP and its 
military arm, the New People's Army, on the snap poll scheduled for Feb 7. “Only in 
general can I say that as revolutionary organizations...The CPP and the NPA cannot 
directly and openly participate in any electoral exercise stage by the U.S. and its 
puppet regime," he said. 


He said Mr Marcos' charges that the Aquino-Laurel tandem is both courting foreign 
intervention -- especially the U.S. -- and CPP-NPA support, only show that Mr Marcos 
is jealous of U.S. support of the opposition and is using the communist phobia to 


"retain his position as chief puppet." 


Mr Sison said he viewed the Aquino-Laurel tandem as "subjectively and objectively 
strong on the antifascist line" although not as outspoken as the "armed revolutionary 
organizations." But in considering the Unido bets are better than the Marcos-Tolentino 
ticket, Sison said he was not endorsing the "farcical election" he says is being 

staged by the U.S. and the fascist dictatorship." 
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"However, I am supportive of the efforts of both the boycotters and the critical partici- 
pationists to expose and oppose the electoral fraud and terror by the fascists," Mr 

Sison said. He said previous published reports (not in MALAYA) quoting him as support- 
ing the Aquino-Laurel tandem had been taken out of context. 


Replying to a query as to which of the two contending tandem is better and why, Sison 
said he answered that relatively the Aquino-Laurel tandem "is the better and more 
acceptable one." He said his answer was taken out of context and made to sound as if he 
endorsed the snap election. 


He also accused Mr Marcos of "twisting statements of Mrs Aquino" regarding CPP partici- 
pation in her government and a ceasefire with the insurgents in the countryside. He 
said the "election is rigged from the very beginning to ensure a Marcos victory although 
it is apparent the electorate is "overwhelmingly for the Aquino-Laurel team." 


"As a sharp observer has noted, if Ninoy Aquino could be murdered at the Manila Inter- 
national Airport and the assassins could get away with the murder, there is no reason 
why the fascist dictatorship cannot fix the result of the snap election," he said. He 
said the sham election will raise the level of the "revolutionary struggle." 


AQUINO AIDS, MBS NEGOTIATE MEDIA COVERAGE 


HK161145 Hong Kong AFP in English 1117 GMT 16 Jan 86 
[By Roberto Coloma] 


[Text] Manila, Jan 16 (AFP) -- The Philippines’ poll watchdog agency has advised the 
government television station to hammer out a compromise with opposition presidential 
candidate Corazon Aquino on her charges of unfair coverage. 


Mrs. Aquino, who faces President Ferdinand Marcos in a February 7 poll, told the 
Commission on Elections (Comelec) that the station had failed to give her equal time 
on the air as required by a law governing press coverage during polls. 


"I told them to reach an amicable settlement," Comelec chairman Victorino Savellano told 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE today. He was to meet later today with representatives of Mrs. 
Aquino and the government broadcast agency, Maharlika Broadcasting System (MBS), and 
said he hoped that they would have reached an agreement by then. 


MBS television and radio have extensively broadcast the president's campaign speeches 
and provincial sorties, often live, and have given less coverage to the Aquino campaign. 
MBS is directly under the office of tne president. Its head, Gregorio Cendana, is in 
charge of the president's Office of Media Affairs and holds the title of minister of 
information. 


Comelec sources said MBS was offering to give the opposition time on early-morning or 
evening shows, while Aquino aides were insisting that they be given at least two hours 
of free time a week under their control. The MBS had been an administration mouthpiece 
long before the campaign. Its news programs have concentrated on Mr. Marcos's 
activities, and other regular shows are sometimes interrupted by broadcasts of his 
speeches and appearances. 


MBS lawyers told the Comelec at a hearing yesterday that Mr. Marcos, being the chief 
executive, deserved the coverage he was getting. One of the Comelec's seven 
commissioners, Jaime Opinion, supported this view yesterday, remarking that Mr. Marcos 
was exempt from the "equal time" rule. 
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A spokesman for Mrs. Aquino, Raul Contreras, said in a press statement today that Mr. 
Opinion should join the Information Ministry or the ruling New Society Movement (KBL) 
campaign after he made the comment. 


The election code states that the Comelec is empowered to take measures to ensure that 
each candidate is given "equal time" by broadcast stations. Violators of the code face 
up to six years imprisonment, plus disqualification from public office and losing the 
right to vote. 


If she solves her problem with the government station, Mrs. Aquino faces another hurdle -- 
government censor . The Movie and Television Review and Classification Board, popularly 
known as the boar of censors, yesterday said all political advertisements must pass 
through it after Mrs. Aquino complained that a private station, Channel 13, refused to 
air one of her advertisements. The Philippines has five television stations. Of the 
four private stations, three are widely reputed to be controlled by administration 
figures. 


Complaint Filed 
HK160743 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 15 Jan 86 p 20 


[Excerpts] The Commission on Elections yesterday ordered officials of Channels 4 and 
13 to appeat before the poll body at 10 a.m. today to answer charges made by the 
opposition that they have violated the equal-time rule on election propaganda. 


Also subpoenaed are the logs of programs and video tapes of the government channel's 
broadcast of the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan convention and rallies. 


Opposition presidential bet Corazon Aquino had complained before the Comelec that the 
two TV stations are giving more air time and prominence to the KBL sorties. Mrs. Aquino 
also filed a separate complaint yesterday against the Voice of the Philippines, a 
government-controlled radio station network for also violating the equal-time rule. 


Meanwhile, the opposition again complained yesterday that its Aquino-Laurel campaign 
commercials were not aired over Channel 13 because the station's general manager 
insisted that these be "previewed first bythe Board of Review for Motion Pictures and 
Television (BRMPT)." 


Narzalina Z. Lim, chairperson of the Public Information committee of the volunteer 
group Cory's Crusaders, claimed that Jose Jalando-on, general manager of Channel 13, 
insisted that prior preview of the commercial is needed "because scenes of dead people 
and killing are not acceptable to the censors." 


Lim argued that the BRMPT does not have jurisdiction over campaign materials and that 
the only requirement for airing political commercials over television is registration 
with the Commission on Elections of the contract between the TV station and the buyer 
of the air time. 


Lim alleged that when she asked Jalando-on for a copy of the BRMPT's approval of the 
KBL commercials the station had previously shown, the latter said that "the person who 
has the file is in the province." 


Describing this as another case of "Malacanang and Broadcast City-orchestrated 
harassment," Lim said: "It was obvious that Jalando-on had no say on the commercial and 
still had to clear it with the gods in Broadcast City and Malacanang. 
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LAUREL CRITICIZES MARCOS STAND ON COMMUNISTS 
HK160525 Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 15 Jan 86 pp l, 6 


[Excerpt] The opposition yesterday assailed the "double-standard of the Marcos 
regime in dealing with local and foreign communists." 


Former Sen. Salvador H. Laurel also demanded a cut in government military spending 
"to reverse the increase in the number of Filipino families living below the poverty 
line.' 


Addressing rallies in Roxas City, Laurel charged that "the Marcos government has the 
penchant of putting in jail Filipinos on mere suspicion of being communists, while 
showering with honors and awarding decorations to known card-bearing communist 
leaders from Beijing and Soviet Russia." "This Marcos government has been spending 
an average of P22 million daily for the military only to kill fellow Filipinos," 
Laurel said. 


Laurel said the Marcos "fiscal mismanagement cannot escape blame for the meteoric 
rise in the number of below poverty-line Filipinos." He cited a recent Supreme Court 
position that Filipino families earning less than P2,500 a month is living below 
poverty-line. "Based on such assessment, it follows that 85 percent of Filipinos 

are now living below poverty-]ine, or a jump of more than 100 percent from the 
previous 40 percent ratio," Laurel said. 


WE FORUM INTERVIEWS CARDINAL SIN ON ELECTIONS 


HK160219 Quezon City WE FORUM in English 24-30 Dec 85 pp 10, 14 


[Interview with Jaime Cardinal Sin by Nora 0. Gamolo: "Marcos Will Have To Do 
Everything To Win"; date and location not given -- Capitalized passages published 
in boldface] 


[Text] Jaime Cardinal Sin speaks in clearly-guarded terms, refusing to be categor- 
ical in his statements, but he has remained true to the tenets of his priesthood. 
He has never been critical of any single government personality, although he has 
criticized the administration a number of times in the past. A reluctant politi- 
cian, he almost refuses to build a scenario of possible future events. 


WE FORUM's Nora 0. Gamolo talked to Cardinal Sin on a number of issues, how he looks 
at the Church, his role in the coming snap election and other developments. 


ON HIS ROLE IN THE CORY-DOY TIE-UP: People are coming here for advice. Even Mr 
Marcos sometimes comes here. Cory came here about four times. She is always here. 
Even Laurel is a good friend of mine. It's very sad that they could not unite. 

So they came, and I told them that if you are launching your candidacy, you are 

not going to win -- you are going to lose. But if you are united, there's a chance 
you will win. So I told them, before the deadline, you should make a decision. 
They are the ones who made the decision. I was not the one. But I just opened 
their minds to the realities. 


ON THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH IN THE ELECTIONS AND THE ALLEGED NPA'S USE OF THE CHURCH: 
(The Church will play) the role of a mother. You know, the Church is called "Mother." 
And it (Church doctrine) says you should never pinpoint the candidates. The Church 
will just be giving to the people the guidelines, the principles maybe, and the 
morality of elections. 
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The NPA becomes stronger because of the abuses. We have to stop those abuses. My 
role as pastor is to be able to serve the people as a prophet of denunciation and at 
the same time, a minister of reconciliation. 


ON RECEIVING ELECTION BRIBE MONEY: I say the money that would be given to the people 

is a donation for the people, as a Christmas gift and must be accepted. Now, when you 
are in the precinct, it depends on how you perceive the situation and your way of voting 
should be between you and God. That (suffrage) is something sacred. But you cannot 
accept that (bribe money). But a donation, you can accept, because after all, that 
money belongs to Juan de la Cruz. 


ON THE VISIT OF AMERICAN "ELECTION EXPERTS": Yes, I saw them. They came the day be- 
fore they left for the U.S. - Dec. 13 at 4 o'clock. Well, we just cracked jokes. I 
think they went to Mr Marcos. They have been sent by Congress, I think, they asked 
the same questions you are now asking. 


ON COOPERATING WITH NAMFREL: We are working very hard with Namfrel to ensure clean 
and honest elections. (But manning the polls) is Namfrel's work -- the work of lay- 
men. (But) pastoral letters are to be (expected) everytime there is an election. We 
have to remind people of their duty. 


ON POSSIBLE REASONS FOR FM'S RE-ELECTION: It is in the papers. According to him, 

he is the "most experienced leader." (But) Cory answered that statement so it is bet- 
ter to be listening to these candidates, how they answer questions posed in their de- 
bate. As for us, we should listen, and then we will give our verdict (in the elec- 
tion). 


ON POSSIBLE ELECTION MANEUVERS FROM THE MARCOS CAMP: People are watching. There are so 
many foreign correspondents who are going to watch the (proceedings of the) election. 

I hope that the election (will be) clean and honest. I am not going to hope for it, 
but we should always be hopeful so the people can have the leadership they want. Our 
idea is how we can restore sovereignty to our people and how you can return the 
credibilit, of our governemnt. 


ON POSSIBLE CORY-DOY VICTORY IF THE ELECTION WILL BE CLEAN: I don't know. It depends. 
Let us see what will happen after the election. But we are working for a clean and 
honest election. We still cannot see if Cory and Doy are going to win. It all de- 
pends on the verdict that will come out after the election. 


ON CORY'S POSSIBLE RECONCILIATION WITH FM IN CASE SHE WINS: According to her, she 
will not be vindictive, but she will be searching for justice. Justice is a virtue, 
but she says (whatever her decision) will be, it will be accompanied by mercy -- 
that’s beautiful, huh? She says Mr Marcos is responsible for the death of her husband 
so she will search for justice. It is (now) for Marcos to do everything to win. 


ON THE WISDOM AND PRUDENCE OF PUTTING MARCOS ON TRIAL FOR THE DEATH OF NINOY: Of 
course, because, if...I don't know, I don't know. It's good to ask her because if she 
believes that somebody is at fault, then there should be a process of law. Now, is it 
not right for all these people who were accused to have been acquitted? (I think) 

they cannot be again accused because of (the legal prohibition on) double jeopardy. No 
more. 


ON POSSIBILITY OF MARCOS TO CONCEDE TO CORY'S VICTORY: I don't know. We have to wait 
for what would happen. These are questions in which we don't know what will really 
happen. It is not good to be answering questions like this one when it (the election) 


is still very far. 
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ON WHAT CORY SHOULD DO ABOUT THE ISSUE OF "HIDDEN WEALTH:" I don't know. When they 
come here, I'll give them my advice, but it should not be published. 


ON REGAINING THE ERODED "INS'TITULTIONAL POWER OF THE CHURCH": No, that is not true. 

We have precisely organized ourselves in such a way that we don't want power anymore, 
We would like to be with the poor, so we have opted for them. We have a preferential 
option for the poor. If we want to be powerful, it is easy; what the [Iglesia ni 
Kristo is doing, we can follow that, but no, it is not why I became a priest. My idea 
in becoming a priest is how I could make people happy, how to help the poor, not to 
become powerful. I think if I had become a politician, then I could become powerful. 


ON PRIESTS’ "ELECTIONEERING" ACTIVITIES: ‘They should use their common sense. They 
should not do that inside the Church. But maybe, in their conversations (with laymen), 
they can always say somthing. They are also citizens of the land. But they should 
not use the pulpit for that (electioneering). 


ON CORY'S POSSIBLE ACTION ON INSURGENCY: I don't know. Maybe she will do something, 
because some of these people are (simply) disgruntled. They might just come down and 
surrender like what the HUKBALAHAP [Hukbo ng Bayan Laban sa Napon -- People's Army 
Against Japan] did during the days of Magsaysay. We will try to stop violence. Who am 
I to stop it? But we will try our best and there's (always) the Church to insist that 
(an iron-fisted) policy is not a solution to the problem (of insurgency). 


ON A COUP D'ETAL FROM THE MILIYARY SECTOR EVEN BEFORE THE ELECTION: IL don't know. It 
depends on the army. A coup d'etat (springs from) the army. 


ON A POSSIBLE COUP D'ETAT FROM WITHIN THE MARCOS CAMP: ‘hese things are very dangerous 
to talk about. You are all talking about things which are still not reality. In my 
position you should avoid the kind of statements (like saying) that if (an action) is 
done, this (event) will follow. Later on, nobody will listen to me. 


ON U.S. PRESSURES IN THE DECISION TO HOLD THE SNAP ELECTION: Somebody is saying that 
it's not official. But another is saying that it is Mr Marcos’ will that this (mandate) 
be put into another test. 


ON COMMENTS THAT MARCOS WILL WIN IN 1986, BUT NOT IN 1987: I don't know. IL am not 
really a politician. I don't know what will happen. I am only using my common sense 
in giving advice. I think the Lord has been enlightening me. I don't know what will 
happen. I hope we would be able to survive -- that is my job. But for me, the mass 
media people are more responsible. They have to do everything so they can be able to 
communicate with the people. They should, or else, we will be troubled. 


WE FORUM VIEWS BAYAN STAND ON ELECTION 


HK160157 Quezon City WE FORUM in English 7-13 Jan 86 p 5 
[By Nora Gamolo] 


[fext] When the reports about cracks in the "solid north" came out, the people attri- 
buted this to the slackening hold of the Marcos government over his own bailiwick, due 
to various abuses and maladministration. But when respected oppositionists Lorenzo 
Tanada went on leave and Ambrosio Padilla resigned from the left-leaning Bayan [New 
Nationalist Alliance] did these signify something ominous for the other end of the 
opposition? 
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Former Sen. Ambrosio Padilla resigned as president of the militant Bayan Alliance over 


its strong boycott sentiments which he sees as contradictory to his «onnert of th 
presidential bid of opposition candidate Corazon C. Aquino. Padilla « orted ly 
disgruntled with the non-pa.ticipation line which was adopted by Bayan /:::.ag its Nov. 


28 National Executive Council [NEC] meeting. The non-participation line was adopted 
after President Marcos had failed to grant any of the Bayan demands, which were his 
resignation, synchronization of the presidential election with the local elections in 
May 1986, restoration of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus; and abolition of 
the Preventive Detention Action. 


On the other hand, Tanada who serves as chairman of the alliance, had filed a leave 
even before the NEC meeting to be able to help out in the preparations for the campaign 
of Cory Aquino, then emerging as the top presidential standard bearer of the opposition. 


Observers say that there appears to be a potential split in the hitherto highly-conso- 
lidated alliance, a split that is being patched up as indicated in a letter which Bayan 
gave Cory Aquino on Dec. 23 congratulating her "for unifying the Opposition parties for 
these elections, and for the enthusiastic reception you are receiving from the people 
in your campaign activities." 


In the same letter, Bayan, represented by a Working Committee chaired by labor leader 
Atty. Rolando Olalia, indicated that while "Bayan will not participate because of our 
firm belief that these elections were called by Marcos to consolidate his own forces 
and to strengthen and legitimize his tottering dictatorship while he still can," the 
exercise would also “serve as an occasion to conduct political education among the 
citizenry." Hence, Bayan has "opened our option to give support to an opposition 
candidate willing to carry and articulate a meaningful and minimum program of govern- 
ment, particularly one that has nationalistic and democratic planks." 


In the same letter, Bayan expressed hope that Cory "will give serious consideration to 
them; agree to adopt and articulate them during the campaign and commit to implement 
them in a post-Marcos government." 


The demands include such staple fare in the militant's calls as abrogation of the RP- 
U.S. Military Bases Agreement and repeal of all laws which "impair the people's sove- 
reignty," repudiation of foreign loans, holding of a constitutional convention, esta- 
blishment of a "democratic, representative government", nationalization of basic and 
strategic industries, promotion of workers' rights, implementation of a "genuine" land 
reform, dismantling of private monopolies, and nationalist and pro-people education 
programs, release of all political prisoners, recognition of all anti-dictatorship 
groups and forces, investigation of human rights violations and upholding of the 
cultural minorities’ right to self-determination. 


To date, however, while those in the Cory Aquino camp have reportedly sent feelers 
that they find the demands agreeable, there has been no actual and official commitment 
from the opposition ticket or from Cory Aquino herself to articulate these demands. 


At its Jan. 8 and 9 NEC meeting, Bayan will again meet to firm up its decision to call 
for a boycott or not. Initial feedback indicates, however, that the remaining forces 
of Bayan would call for a vigorous boycott position. Bayan, however, admits that there 
are those who, aside from Tanada and Padilla, have opted for participation, particu- 
larly in Metro Manila. For these members, Loretta Ann Rosales, Bayan Popular Struggles 
Commission chairman, says that "the linkages will always be there." According to 
Rosales, "there is no reason for the participationists and the boycotters not to find 
common ground in launching an intensive political education drive." 
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Rosales added that "the people have been historically deprived of knowledge and the 
tools for critical thinking. It is the responsibility of the opposition to tell the 
people the truth. The opposition, if it is a genuine one, would tell the people about 
the U.S. factor and will not hesitate to take a strong and firm stand regarding this 
crucial question." 


Rosales explained that the boycott position, based on her experiences, is not in 
"isolation" even among business groups. "In fact, in some areas, we have even neutra- 
lized the participationists." 


Asked whether they have any standard withwhich to gauge the strength of the boycott 
movement, Joe Castro, businessman-member of the Bayan NEC, said that "we are boycotting 
without any illusion." J. Virgilio Bautista chimed in: "The objective is not to have a 
headcount." 


Elucidating that what is more crucial is the scenario after the Feb. 7 election, and 
assuming that there would be opposition victory in the polls, the Bayan stalwarts asked 
if the opposition can "be able to sit in power and if the military under Ver will allow 
them to have a full swing over them and if it can go above the KBL-dominated Batasang 
Pambansa." 


Undeniably a painful thorn in Bayan's side is its rumored tussle with some opposition 
figures over Bayan's non-participation stand. Rosales admits that "these are temporary 
setbacks but what is more important is how the people are going to face the Marcos 
moves to ensure the continuance of the dictatorship, how the people are going to 
address themselves to escalating state repression like a possible military coup, the 
economic crisis. It is the militant and heightened struggles of the people that will 
be called for and Bayan is definitely answering this kind of question. There is no 
smooth road." 


Rosales, however, contended that occasional shake-ups are "healthy as they are part of 
the tempering process and this struggle is much larger than the boycott vs. participa- 
tion issue in the snap poll." 


BAYAN OFFICIAL EXPLAINS DECISION TO BOYCOTT POLL 


HK160325 Quezon City ANG PAHAYAGANG MALAYA in English 9 Jan 86 pp l, 3 
[By Joey Salgado] 


[Text] A major political federation has rejected Opposition presidential bet Corazon 
C. Aquino's stand on the U.S. bases in the Philippines, and affirmed yesterday an 
earlier decision to boycott the Feb. 7 snap election. 


The national council voted down a motion to reconsider the boycott drive, filed by 
Tirso Santillan for Bayan's [Bagong Alyansang Makabayan -- New People's Alliance] 
Tagig chapter, by 84 to 6 count, while six chose to abstain. 


Leandro Alejandro, Bayan secretary-general, said the federation, which claims a member- 
ship of two million nationwide, will call for an active and militant boycott, which 
includes marches and massive demonstrations similar to the 1981 and 1984 boycott 
campaign. 


Mrs Aquino had met earlier with acting Bayan president Rolando Olalia in an effort to 
iron out differences on the Opposition's political platform. Mrs Aquino asked Bayan 
to support her bid for the presidency since they both "share a common enemy." 
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Olalia said Mrs Aquino admitted she was in favor of dismantling all U.S. military 

facilities in the country, but expressed doubts that she can comply with the Bayan 
proposal of physically ousting the bases after the expiration of the U.S.-RP bases 
agreement in 1991, or even earlier. Mrs Aquino told Olalia there is a need to be 

"flexible," especially on the bases issue. 


On the other matters raised in Bayan's 15-point program of government which was sub- 
mitted to Mrs Aquino last Dec. 24, the Unido [United Nationalist Democratic Organi- 
zation] presidential bet said all the major points have already been incorporated in 
the Unido-Laban ng Bayan minimum program of government. 


Alejandro told Malaya, however, that there are "fundamental differences" between Mrs 
Aquino's political and economic program, and Bayan's proposals. 


The score points not only involve the bases question, but also Unido's stand on the 
release of political detainees, genuine land reform, and other issues raised by Bayan. 
Alejandro said while Bayan called for the unconditional release of all political 
prisoners, the opposition's program grants "conditional amnesty" with the detainee 
renouncing the use of violence as a conditionbefore being granted pardon. 


There is, likewise, no categorical position on the redistribution of land as the core 
of the opposition's land reform program, Alexjandro said. 


The opposition's land reform provision states that government shall "provide land re- 
form beneficiaries with sufficent credit, marketing and technological support to enable 
them to become self-reliant and prosperous farmers; foster research and encourage the 
use of improved technology...; and promote the voluntary organization of cooperatives..." 
In a manifesto, the Kilusang Magbubukid sa Philipinas [Philippine Peasants Movement -- 
KMP] said the Marcos regime's land reform program has failed miserably, and has in fact 
tightened the peasantry's bondage to multinational corporations, "compradors and 
landlords." 


The KMP manifesto said that if ever there were reductions in Jand rent and farm 
utilities, and if usury has slowly been eradicated in some areas, it was because "the 
farmers struggled for it through militant and concerted action." 


"The hysteria created by the snap election will not change the farmers’ resolve to 
channel our efforts towards intensifying our democratic struggle for land," they said. 


The KMP, the country's major peasant alliance, is urging its members to launch an 
intensive campaign to press for their demands, which include: 


Free distribution of land to farmers; reduction in the prices of fertilizers and pesti- 
cides, reduction in interest rates for agricultural loans; a just and equitable pricing 
system for their products; an end to political repression and militarization in the 
countryside; and the implementation of a genuine agro-industrial program. 
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WE FORUM SEES 'CRACKS' IN ‘SOLID NORIH' 


HK160349 Quezon City WE FORUM in English 7-13 Jan 86 p 7 
[By Nora 0. Gamolo] 


[Text] How solid is the Solid North? ‘This question has time and again cropped up amid 
the frenzy of the current electoral campaign. Traditional oppositionists are pointing 
to the many "cracks" besetting this Marcos bailiwick and have announced impending 
defections from the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan (KBL). To douse cold water on this oppo- 
sition pronouncement, Marcos campaign strategists, on the other hand, have publicized 
reports that NPA guerilla priest Conrado Balweg's own brother Bienvenido has opted to 
leave the Unido to throw his lot with the Marcos-Tolentino ticket. 


It is campaign season, a time for flailing charges and counter-charges to the delight 
of many a political watcher who considers the electoral exercise as one of the more 
entertaining national pastimes. And few questions will perhaps merit as much debate 
as the degree of loyalty to the Marcos regime of the Ilocos region. Indeed, both 
sides will have much to say about this issue before the ballots are counted on Feb. 7. 


But regardless of the snap polls, the area known as Region I bears careful scrutiny. 
Far beneath the more publicized game of musical chairs that the traditional politicians 
are playing, the Ilocos region seethes with more pressing realities that are difficult 
to ifmore. 


For one, what is generally regarded as a loyalist region is now host to units of the 
New People's Army that operate in many of the far-flung barrios that straddle the 
rugged borders between Ilocos and the mountain provinces. 


Goverment sources, however, alternate between admissions of NPA activity and boasts 
that "the NPA'S cannot penetrate this region.” Notwithstanding such conflicting claims, 
it is a matter of record around fifty political detainees are kept in the region's 
eight detention centers. Among the more prominent detainees was parish priest Fr. 
Teodoro "led" Remigio, who was coordinator of the Tribal Filipino apostolate and the 
Task Yorce Detainees-Laoag at the time of his arrest in March 1985. Ordered released 
by Marcos during a recent campaign sortie in Ilocos Norte, Fr. Remigio was accused of 
being a member of the NPA, among other things. 


Not as fortunate are human rights lawyers Romeo Astudillo and Alberto Benesa who were 
arrested last April and are still detaimed on charges of rebellion and subversion. 


Reports of fact-finding missions launched by the Cordillera People's Alliance reveal 
that many other cases of arrests, manhandling, arbitrary searches, salvaging and 
harassment have taken place, especially in the southern part of Abra, in the muni- 
cipality of Tubo. 


On Aug. 1, 1985, for example a 30-man heli-borne platoon from the 45th IB entered 
homes of residents in Taki, Barangay Kili in Tubo, Abra (pop. 112) without a warrant 
to search for NPAs. During the raid, which was done while the residents were working 
on their farms, a 34-year-old farmer named Dorotheo Likawen was arrested, tortured and 
detained at the Abra provincial jail. 


Five days later, on Aug. 6, soldiers mauled farmer Bagni Kulangay, 32. He was report- 
edly hit with a rifle butt, kicked and had guns pointed at him all the while for 
denying he was an NPA supporter and for failing to give information on the whereabouts 
of the guerilias. 
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The same fact-finding mission report also cited a salvaging case that occurred on May 
10, 1985 in Amtuagan, Tubo, Abra. On that evening, PC troopers and CHDFs [Civilian 
Home Defense Force] were killed in an NPA ambush. Along the way, the troopers arrested 
a certain Melencio. The three arrested men were never seen alive again -- they were 
later found with broken feet, hacked arms, and bullet-riddled heads, and their livers 
were also reportedly eaten by members of the 52nd PC Company. In another fact-finding 
mission report prepared last September by the Task Force Detainees and 10 other church 
based and legal organizations, nine political detainees at the Laoag Provincial Jail 
were interviewed about their cases and circumstances of arrest. When interviewed, 
almost all said they were arrested because their names were included in a military list 
of alleged NPA sympathizers. 


How else account for the Ilocos military's zeal in arresting and harassing professionals 
and barrio residents alike? Whether the military cares to admit it or not, the New 
People's Amy has succeeded in inflicting not a few cracks on the once Solid North. 

It is said that such is the military's insecurity about inroads made by the isurgency 
that it has accused people of supporting the NPA even in areas not yet or only recent. .y 
visited by the guerillas. 


That the NPA can thrive in the region is perhaps due not only to the existence 

of mountainous terrain in many areas. ‘there is also ample cause for discontent. 
According to the regional profiles compiled by Ibon, Region I has an infant mortality 
rate of 48 percent, compared to the national figure of 24 infant deaths per 100 live 
births. Cost of living as of December 1983 was P71.69 per day but average family 
income per year in the same period was only P3,923 or around Pll per day, 60 short otf 
the required income to meet daily needs. Real growth rate of gross domestic product 
in the region in 1982 was only 1.1 percent, one of the lowest in the country. 


According to Agbantay, a newsletter published by the Social Action Center in! aoag , 
one may only see the truer side of the Ilocos provinces if one goes beyond * pic .cte- 
pretty beach resorts in the region promoted by the regime as tourist come-on Present- 


ing a more accurate image of the life of the majority of Llocanos are the conditions 
existing in the rural countryside. 


Eighty per cent (about 2.5 million) of the population of the seven Ilocano provinces 
live in the narrow plains that connect to the huge and contiguous mountains straddling 
along he midrib of northern Luzon. On these narrow plains and mountains are iarming 
towns often reached only by dusty, winding roads. Here live farmers, farm workers, 
fishermen, hunters and woodcutters. 


Land scarcity (the average farm size in the Ilocos region is two hectares, less than 
half of the national average) as well as non-ownership of land have driven many 
peasants to work either as tenants or farm workers in haciendas or large agricultural 
lands. Much of agricultural land remains uncultivated, but those that are utilized 

are owned by a few hundred number of families with an average land area of 23 

hectares. A smaller number of families -- including the Estrellas Aspirases, Cendanas, 
and Agbayanis -- monopolize the bigger agricultural lands, the sizes of which range 
from 50 hectares to 7,000 hectares. 


Meanwhile, the kasama or tenancy system continues to prevail in Llocos, according to 
Agbantay. In pangasinan, 60 percent of farm lands are under this system; in Abra, 42 
percent; in Llocos Norte, 68 percent. Indeed, even in this Marcos bailiwick, the much- 
vaunted gains of the government's land reform program remain on paper. Not one of the 
37,018 farmers in Region I and II reported to have received certificates of land 
transfer (CLT) has been given Emancipation Patents proving full ownership of the land 
covered by the CLis. 
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Farmworkers, especially in cotton or tobacco farms, receive a measly P2 to P25 daily 
wage as against the P34 set by the Ministry of Labor and Employment as daily wage for 
non-industrial workers. 


True, the region is blessed with bountiful natural resources. Forests cover 58 percent 
of its total area; water resources abound for fishing, hydropower generation and 
irrigation; its mountains which cover two-thirds of the region, teem with minerals such 
as gold and copper ore. 


But such wealth has not trickled down to the average Ilocano farmer. Instead, to 
compound the farmers' miseries, mines from the mountains of Benguet and other nearby 
provinces disgorge minetailings and other pollutants, poisoning the waters that irrigate 
the Ilocos farmlands and feed the rivers, killing fish and other marine life. Equally 
worse, draining flood waters that inundate the lowlands, including the ricefields. 


With all these chronic difficulties not of the average Ilocano's making, is it any 
wonder that rumblings are now more frequently heard beneath the surface of overall 
tranquility painted by the Marcos regime? 


The several minor earthquakes that often plague Ilocos provide an even more fitting 
analogy of what is actually happening in the region: that for beneath the surface, where 
the small tremors are felt (the "cracks" as it were), there lies a hotbed of activity 
that constantly threatens to erupt into a major temblor, capable of toppling down 
mighty citadels. The symbolism is apt. It should not come as a surprise if, one of 
these days, the myth of the Solid North will be decisively broken -- and not through an 
election, snap or otherwise. 


NPA LEADER IN CORDILLERA HIGHLANDS INTERVIEWED 


HK160155 Quezon City WE FORUM in English 24-30 Dec 85 pp 4-5 
[By Romy Tangbawan] 


[Text] The so-called "strategic stalemate" stage of the revolution being waged by the 
National Democratic Front [NDF] against the government may hardly be felt in most parts 
of the country but in the Cordillera Highlands in the North, it seems the NDF has 
reached that point. 


During a visit early this month to an Upper Kalinga town, WE FORUM observed that the 
people there already consider the New People's Army (NPA) as their soldiers. This 
observation was also confirmed by teachers and village elders whom WE FORUM talked to. 
According to them, a few years back, the general perception among the people was that 
the NPA was a "bunch of uneducated, vengeful, misguided terrorists" or "Power-hungry 
bandits." The NPA's that time numbered less than 20 but the sight of their guns, their 
rugged clothes, plus the impression that they were "communists" made the people cower 
in fear. 


Due to this impression, a teacher explained, some of the villagers always report the 
NPAs presence in their homes to local authorities, and in no time, a military detach- 
ment would be set up in their village, thus deterring the NPAs from presenting their 


cause. 


An elder said to be once a barangay captain, observed that the longer government 
troops stayed in their villages, the more the people disliked them. Soldiers reportedly 


were almost always drunk. 
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In some instances, since what they mostly did was court village girls, they would end 
up quarrelling with the local boys. Sometimes, the people were often not allowed to 
roam around freely, even to work. "Everyone who dared speak against the government was 
branded as a subversive," a teacher added. WE FORUM likewise observed that the NPAs 
come and go to the villages. During our week-long stay there several NPA fighters were 
playing basketball with the village boys. Children followed them as if they were heros. 
Some men even carried their AK-47s armalite rifles or machineguns for them. 


The NPA leader whom WE FORUM talked to was called by the villagers "Ka Yokan."§ Ka Yokan 
talked confidently about the movement in the Cordillera and it is presumed that he must 
be one of the old party cadres in the area. Clad in dark jeans folded up to his knees 
and warn out rubber shoes, Ka Yokan agreed to be interviewed, provided that the place 
would not be identified. The villagers said they like Ka Yokan and his team because 
they do not impose their will on the people. "Some NPA members who were here before 

got mad when we argue with them, Ka Yokan did not. He patiently explained everything 

we didn't understand. He is a good teacher," another teacher said. 


Despite the strong indications that the NPAs are almost winning the “battle for the 
heart and minds of the people," Ka Yokan admitted they still have a long way to go. 
Following is the text of an interview with him: 


WE FORUM [WF]: It seems that New People's Army is already winning the support of the 
people in this municipality. Since when have you been here? 


Ka Yokan [KY]: We have been here in the Cordillera mountains for more than a decade 
now. We started our politica| and organizing campaings since the first quarter of the 
past decade. In this municipality in particular, we've been three years already. 


WF: What was the initial reaction of the people when you first presented the NPA's 
objectives? 


KY: in the early stages of our movement, although in the main the majority of the 
people were disenchanted with the establishment, we met varied negative reactions to 
the idea of a revolution in our country. The reactionary classes were relatively 
successful in dampening the revolutionary tradition and sentiments of the Filipino 
people. What with the brutal and systematic methods of U.S. imperialism to suppress 
the nationalist consciousness and derailed this towards reformism at best and idealism, 
at worst. 


Despite this, most of the initial party cadres and members were armed with boundless 
courage and determination even to the extent of losing their lives. Little by little, 
despite occasional setbacks, we advanced ideologically, politically and organizationally. 
Just as the MPA managed to grow from a few scores of red fighters in 1969, so has the 
NPA in the cordillera grown from a very negligible number to what we have reached today. 


The situation has changed a lot if we compare it a decade ago. Places that our people's 
army newly reach almost always welcome our armed forces. The U.S.-Marcos dictatorship 
was and is still the best teacher who taught our people to take the road to revolution 
than any other course. In the cordillera for instance, the national minorities have 
not only suffered from the recurrent negative effects of the semi-colonial and semi- 
fuedal order, but have since 1972 been experiencing more aggressive state policies 
towards their land, forests, mineral and aquatic resources and even their basic human 


rights! 
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At no time in our history have the entire Filipino people suffered more severely than 
under the U.S.-supported Marcos dictatorship, and at no time since the entry of U.S. 
imperialism at the beginning of the century has the role of U.S. imperialism in an 
oppressive and exploitative system been too clear to allthe Filipino people. And the 
people now uphold the need for a total overthrow of the entire system by smashing 

the state machinery to achieve genuine change for the better. For the best. 


WF: Critics say that you are using the Church to pursue your objectives -- that of 
installing communism, a so-called godless ideology, in the Philippines. Others say 
you will persecute the Church when you win. 


KY: There are three points in your question: one, that we are using the church to 
advance our goal; two, that communism is the issue; and three, that the church will 

be persecuted when the revolution wins. The first point is a contention of the ex- 
ploiters and oppressors of our society. They have embarked on a systematic persecution 
of the Church in their efforts to suppress legitimate dissent in the ranks ot religious 
people. The Church has its own philosophy and teachings to teach people. Learning, to 
man, has a vast and limitless source in this world. We do not close ourselves from any 
source of knowledge, be it negative or positive, as long as it benefits the people. We 
don't see anything wrong if we do this, in fact we even learn very much from Marcos 
himself. 


But to use the church to advance our goal would be impossible since it has its own 
system of politics, economy, and organization directed by its own philosophy which is 
even in its very essence in idealistic and anti-communist entity. 


It is undeniable that more and more church people are now casting their lot with the 
national democratic movement, their commitment ranging from being sympathetic to 
joining the red fighters in the hills. For this alone, is it enough basis to say 

that the Communist Party of the Philippines is using the Church for its purpose? This 
is a foolish conclusion and an insult to the ability of these former church people to 
decide for themselves to take up the cause of the oppressed masses. 


Secondly, the U.S.-Marcos clique keeps harping on the issue of communism in a futile 
attempt to smear the ideology as anti-people. In the first place, communism is not 
the issue to debate right now. We should go to what is concrete. The Filipino 
people, the basic masses of the peasants, workers, the petty bourgeosie, who all 
compose more than 99 percent of the population are severely exploited and have no 
future at all in a semi-colonial and semifeudal system. 


We want to establish a free and progressive society, a social system that will serve 
the interests of the people. The struggle is a national democratic one, targetted to 
eliminate foreign domination and the monopoly of the local economy by a new landlords, 
bureaucrat-compradors. We envision a broad coalition government right after victory is 
won. The coalition will be representative of all working classes, the peasant class, 
the small and middle bourgeosie, so that all the democratic classes «ill have suff- 
icient voice in all political, economic and social matters. 


Communism is not the issue although there is noth! ig wrong if we subject it to debate 
just like any other philos school of thought. It would be foolish not to 

talk about this philosophy now, just as it was foolish not to talk about the Christian 
philosophy during the time of Christs apostles. 
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In all class societies, every established systemhas its own ideological guide to 
establish order and so that the ruling class or more dominant class (or classes) could 
impose their will on the other classes. And in all class societies, the ruling classes 
always attribute their power over the exploited and oppressed classes as rights be- 
stowed on them by supernatural beings, beings they portend to be over and above man. 
And always, to justify exploitation and oppression! 


Karl Marx and other great Marxist philosophers have written about communism, an ideal 
state of human equality they perceive to be human development's direction. The 
principle of equality for men would naturally hurt the interests of the capitalist and 
other exploiting classes. Why should it be surprising. Equality and individualism 
are direct opposites. Individualists hate Marxism because it teaches the working class 
to liberate themselves and establish an order for themselves. 


We do not intend to impose a godless ideology in the country. Freedom of belief is a 
basic human right all men should enjoy. To curtail any of our human rights, freedom 
of belief included, is wrong. Let us give all Filipinos that right, to believe or not 
in the existence of a god, because it is a human right. 


Going to the third point -- that the revolutionary order will persecute the Church. 

Yes, I think no reactionary church should be allowed to exist. But if only churches 

do what they really are supposed to do -- to serve the people -- they will be part and 
parcel of the entire state system to advance the people's government working always for 
popular interest. At any rate, it will be the people themselves, in the final analysis, 
who will decide on the future of churches in the Philippines. 


WF: Critics contend that you are spreading half-truths about the present regime's 
iniquities. They say you exaggerate the extent of military atrocities when, in fact, 
you are worse in that you summarily execute those who argue against you. 


KY: To argue about who is telling the truth is not at all important because the people 
are, after all, the final judges. It is true, we eliminate some people outside the 
regular military organizations. These are civilian intelligence and the bad, anti- 
social elements. However, in our dispensation of justice we always make sure that we 
have enough basis. We thoroughly study each case before making decisions. Our 
disciplinary actions are varied. We give ample chances for them to reform when we see 
it is still possible. We give the capital punishment only to grave offenses like blood 
debts to the people or incorrigibility. After all, it is the people who should decide. 


W?: News reports indicate that the NPAs burned at least four town halls in Cagayan and 
three in Kalinga-Apayao. If it is true that you are fighting for the people, why do 
you have to burn these public properties? 


KY: It is not a policy of ours to burn government properties such as town halls except 
in particular cases. But there are unavoidable circumstances like when targets catch 
fire. The burning of two town halls in Kalinga-Apayao was not done by the NPA. In the 
Pinukpuk incident, no NPA fighter was in the area when the burning happened. The 
Balbalan town hall was not also burned by the NPA. When the raid on the AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] forces encamped there was completed, the raiding guerrillas 
withdrew totally from the town at 3 p.m. The burning happened at 8 p.m. No it was 

not our forces that set the hall on fire. We really also wonder who would have been 
interested to do the burning since it was the subdued AFP forces (they surrendered), 
the municipal treasurer and employees who were left behind by the guerillas. The 


townfolk know this. 


WF: Is it true that you are against all government projects, say the construction of 
roads? 
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KY: No, we are not against all government projects. We are only against projects that 
destroy or exploit the people's sources of livelihood and those intended to facilitate 
militarization. But for even the minimal government projects that can in any way help 
the people, we do not oppose. 


WF: There are reports that the NPA demand money from wealthy people or companies. . 


KY: What do we mean by wealthy people? There are two categories of the NPA's sources 
of funds, aside from its own income-generating endeavors. One, funds contributed by in- 
dividuals, groups, organizations and even friendly company owners. The other category 
is through our tax impositions on firms owned by the people's enemies. In the first 
category, everything is on a voluntary basis. One the second, it depends on what is 
feasible, based on considerations. These considerations, for instance, are size of 
capital, the extent of the effect of the companies' operation on the people, the con- 
duct of its operations, and of course, the capability of the people's political power 
established in the area of their operation. For grave effects incurred on the economic 
social and political life of the people, we will do everything to shut down the 
companies’ operation. 


WF: There are rumors that Fr Balweg (Conrado) is too sick to do some fighting like 
he did the past years. Gen Dumpit, RUC [Regional Unified Command] 1 commander, also 
lowered the price on (Balweg's) head. What can you say about this? 


KY: I don't know why such "honorable" officials of the AFP can afford to sacrifice 
' their self-respect to such foolish propaganda! They come out in the media with a boast 
to "get Balweg" within a certain period of time. When they could not, they say "he is 
dead." The next time, they say "Balweg is holed up in the Chumanchil. Then they an- 
nounced the capture of his marijuana. And there you are, the price on his head is 
lowered? 


When they publish their battle reports, is seems they have won all the battles that 

their troops engage in. The NPA in the region and their mass base must have been 

nearly, if not totally, eliminated. So now they engage in another personality smear 
| Campaign, toeing the national policy of the regime. Ka Dadod (Fr. Balweg) is not yet 
- too old. He is middle-aged and has not met any major health problems so far. He has 
no rheumatism, no malaria, much less, lupus. And why had they lowered the price on 
_ his head? Is this another economic indicator showing the regime's coffers reaching a 
- negative level this early? After a new loan package of more than $3 billion, why not 
beef up the price on Balweg's head with another loan, sirs? Or better still, the 
hidden wealth abroad! 


WF: If the Marcos administration is completely replaced with a more credible one, will 
you lay down your arms? 


: KY: We should not commit the mistake of equating Marcos to the entire semi-colonial 
and semi-feudal system, the principal beneficiary of which is U.S. imperialism. U.S. 
capital has since colonial times, invaded and strangulated the country's economy 

- through huge direct investments, onerous trade and usurious intersts. This they made 

' gure to entrench by strategically positioning their armed forces and arms inside 
Philippine soil through their military bases that serve toprotect not only their 
interests in the Philippines but also their regional and global intersts. 


_ The semi-colonial and semi-feudal order was established in 1946 when the imperialists 
' were forced to withdraw from a direct presence in the political set-up but made sure 

| a puppet system was installed to pursue their will. Thus, it so happened that it is 

' Marcos who is the main puppet in this era in which their system has reached a point 

| where class antagonisms now reach their boiling point, which is a natural law of human 


development. 


IV. 17 Jan 86 P 31 PHILIPPINES 


In the event that Marcos will be replaced by a "more credible" leader, (which is a very 
remote possibility as long as he is alive), our reaction will be dictated upon by the 
posture the Marcos successor will take in relation to U.S. imperialism. At all cost, 
we do not stop short of a National Democratic State, and to achieve this we are not 
expecting the reactionary classes to descend down their thrones freely, armed to the 
teeth as they are. The social conflict can only and finally be resolved through armed 


struggle. 


WF: Will the NPA participate in the forthcoming "snap election?" In the local election? 


KY: No sane Filipino will ever want to vote for Marcos again for president. Despite 
the fact that the presidential elections is supposed to be held in 1987 (as planned by 
Marcos himself in 1981), he has suddenly decided to calla"snap election" next year. 


We see here that Marcos is direly in need of a "new mandate" from the people due to heavy 
pressures from within and without. There is a move by some U.S. congressmen to pressure 
him to resign because he could no longer get the country together. He had not met blow 
after blow the demands of the people to get out of Malacanang especially since 1983 and 
until recently the issue of hidden wealth triggered a shortlived move to impeach him 


by opposition politicians. 


Now, he has gone against the advice of his U.S. masters who pressed for economic and 
political reforms, and in the AFP hehas reinstated Gen. Ver to his former post as Chief 

of Staff. All these moves by Marcos are designed to further entrench himself against the 
local oppositionists believing that the U.S. Government will not have any choice but to » 
support him. 


An election is a classic method of Marcos ever since 1972 to show to his opponents and 
his masters that he is the man the Filipinos want, and of course, when he conducts an 

"election," a "referendum" of a "plebiscite", the result will always be what he wants 

it to be. What is he in power for? He has the absolute power over the Commission on 

Flections, the Courts, the AFP. What will we expect from a snap election in February? 
In the boxing bout, he is the boxer, the reference, and judge! 


The local elections are of course a move to consolidate the U.S.-Marcos dictatorship to 
the lowest ranks inside the bureaucracy. 


DEADLOCK IN BASE EMPLOYEES-U.S. MILITARY TALKS 


HK160747 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 15 Jan 86 p 18 


[Text] The eight-month-old collective bargaining talks between the United States mili- 
tary and the federation of Filipino base employes sputtered to an inconclusive halt 
yesterday. With the talks declared deadlocked, the U.S. military now faces a possible 
strikein its key military facilities in the country. 


Roberto Flores, president of the 22,000-strong Federation of Filipino Civilian Employes 
Association (FFCEA), told BUSINESS DAY that the matter will now be elevated to the RP- 
U.S. Joint Committee as provided for by the Bases Labor Agreement [BLA]. 


“Under the BLA, we are supposed to exhaust all remedies," Flores explained. "But if we 
don't get any action, we may have to go on strike." 
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The CBA [Collective Bargaining Agreement] talks are deadlocked on broad range of 
economic and union rights issues. The key issues are the union's proposals’ for 
increases in compensation and on the administration of discipline. 


In a letter to deputy labor minister Carmelo C. Noriel, the FFCEA cited the 

"refusal" of the U.S. panel to "negotiate on wages and compensation and other 

forms of benefits." Flores said the American panel, headed by U.S. Navy Commander 
Thomas McCall, has taken the position that wages are "non negotiable" under the 

BLA and that wage adjustments must be determined not through negotiations but 

through annual technical surveys. 


He said that, though the FFCEA takes the contrary stand, the federation has proposed 
that the U.S. military grant a package of economic benefits in lieu of an outright 
salary increase. 


"However, since they've turned down our proposal, we've decided to return to our 
original position which is to insist that wages are negotiable," Flores added. 


That proposed benefits package was composed of 1l items that included: A 200 
percent year-end bonus on a pro-rate basis; Severence pay upon resignation ranging 
from 50 percent of pay for employes with 10 to 14 years of service up to 100 
percent for employes with 20 or more years of service. 100 percent sick leave pay; 
group hospitalization; A P2,000 CBA singing bonus; and additional allowances such 
as "Nuclear Risk Allowance," "Facility Attack Bonus" and "Ship Attack Bonus." 


Another thorny issue concerns the new disciplinary procedures under the revised BLA. 
Flores claimed that the U.S. panel is trying to "fence in" the authority of the labor 
arbiters to quickly settle disputes. 


He added that the U.S. panel has turned down a proposal to specify the prescriptive 
period for various offenses. | 


Other outstanding issues include: The "refusal" of U.S. military authorities to 
give protection to parttime and intermittent employes; "indiscriminate" hiring of 
U.S. nationals to services which has resulted in the loss of jobs for Filipino 
workers. 


U.S. officials were unavailable for comment. The last time the FFCEA went on strike 
was in October 1983. The dispute involved the federation's demand for an 
increase in the annual wage adjustment over that granted by the U.S. military on 
the basis of the yearly technical survey. 


ELECTION COMMISSION DENIES FAKE BALLOTS PRINTED 


BK170706 Manila PNA in English 0654 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Manila, Jan. 17 (PNA) -- The government's pollwatchdog agency, the Elections 
Commission, has denied opposition charges that fake ballots were being printed for 
the Feb. 7 snap presidential elections. 


"Tt would not have been possible for anyone to produce duplicates for lack of 
opportunity," according to Commission Chairman Vicoorino Savellano. He said the 
commission has observed strict security measures in the manufacture of ballots 
of papers and the printing of official ballots. 
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The charges had been levelled by former Senator Jovito Salonga, one of the campaign 
leaders of opposition presidential bet Corazon Aquino. Salonga claimed that he had 
received a highly reliable confidential information saying that certain commission 
officials were involved in the production of ballots for next month's political exercise. 


The report, he added, also mentioned that certain Commission officials had been meeting 
with President Ferdinand Marcos' ruling party leaders "engaged in the secret production 
of ballots and election returns." The opposition leader refused, however, to identify 
the Commission officials allegedly involved in the anomaly. 


In his press statement, Savellano said that to duplicate the official ballots which are 
printed on security papers, “one must have access to the dandy rolls used in the 
manufacture of ballot paper as well as the watermark attached to the dandy rolls." He 
added one cannot easily have any access to the dandy rolls because these are guarded at 
all times by Commission officials and opposition party representatives. 


105 FOREIGN POLL OBSERVERS REGISTER WITH COMELEC 


HK160529 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0500 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] About 105 foreign observers, including 28 journalists, have so far registered 
with the Comelec in connection with the February 7 special poll. Under a Comelec 
resolution, any panel, committee, sub-committee, group, association, or individual, or 
members of the media who may want to observe the election in the country must first 
register with the poll body. The Comelec said that of the 105 foreign observers, 77 
are staff members of foreign embassies in Manila. These include 47 from the U.S. 
Embassy, 20 from the Canadian Embassy, and 10 from the Australian Embassy. 


COMELEC RULES VOTERS MAY SUBMIT ID PHOTOS 


HK160538 Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 15 Jan 86 p l 


[Text] The Comelec in a resolution en banc, last night ruled that all new voters who 
registered in the Dec. 28-29 registration days without the required ID-size photos are 
considered registered provided they submit such pictures to their respective election 
boards which meet today to revise the voters' list. 


GROUP IN NORTHERN MINDANAO TO ENSURE CLEAN POLL 


HK160621 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0600 GMT 16 Jan 86 


[Text] A multisectoral group has been formed in northern Mindanao to help ensure the 
conduct of a clean, honest, and credible election on February 7. The group is composed 
of representatives from the Law Enforcement Agency, the National Citizen's Movement 
Free Elections, and civic-communications group. Other members of the group come from 
the Integrated Bar of the Philippines, media, and civic organizations. The group has 
organized chapters in provinces, cities, and municipalities in northern Mindanao. 
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NPA TO WAGE MILITARY OPERATIONS DURING ELECTIONS 


HK150851 Ouezon City ANG PAHAYANG MALAYA in English 8 jan 86 pp 1, 6 
[By Jun Lopez] 


[Text] The outlawed Communist Party of the Philippines [CPP] has called for a boycott 
of what it branded the "farcical snap elections" but pledged not to resort to ballot 
snatching on election day to frustrate the people's will. But the New People's Army, 
the CPP's military arm operating mostly in the countryside, will launch a series of 
"military operations" during the election period. This was learned from a memorandum 
of the executive and central committees of the CPP, a copy of which was furnished 
MALAYA. 


The CPP said the NPA will raid military camps and municipal halls, to direct the people 
into correct revolutionary path amid debates between "reactionary forces" who opted 
to participate in the elections. The NPA's armed city partisans (ACP) will also 
stage operations in urban areas, the CPP memorandum said. 


The memorandum, written in Tagalog, asked all party members to use the election as a 
forum for a massive political education to sharpen the "political consciousness of the 
people." "The boycott campaign should expose the snap elections as the regime s move 
to perpetrate itself to power, to divert the people's attention, ent should expose 
the over-all records and programs of the U.S.-Marcos dictatorship. 


MILITARY REASSESSES NPA STRENGTH AT 13,000 


HK150854 Quezon City ANG PAHAYANC MALAYA in English 7 Jan 86 pp 1-2 
[By B.B. Vitug] 


[Text] The military yesterday said the New People's Army guerillas increased its 
armed force by about 2,000 last year and admitted using bombs against rebels, some- 
thing they have consistently denied before. The military is also to buy more 
helicopters this year in addition to the 16 last year. The purchase would be under 
the foreign military sales credit provision of the bases accord. 


Air Force Chief Brig Gen Vicente Piccio told newsmen that one of the Air Force 
bombings was against an alleged NPA training camp and suspected stronghold of 
renegade priest Conrado Balweg in Bugnay, Kalinga-Apayao. The bombing was reported 
by the military to have resulted in the destruction of the camp and the killing of 
53 rebels. A civilian fact-finding mission to the area reported the bombing killed 
only three carabaos. Piccio also reported the plan to buy new helicopters. 


The chief of military civil relations Brig Gen Eduardo Ermita said the communist 
guerillas now number 13,000 growing from the previously reported 11,000. Ermita 
said the NPA has influence in some 4 to 5 percent of the over 42,000 baranggay, 
mostly in the remote areas. Their support base, according to Ermita, is calculated 
to be about 600,000 supporters. He estimated this to be about one percent of the 
population. 


Philippine Army Chief Josephus Ramas lashed out at foreign journalists for "destroying 
the Filipino image before the world." He said the Western press reports on the 
Philippines are "inaccurate or simply untrue." "Foreign journalists inadvertently 
help the communist growth. They expose only the evil side of the administration while 
they never publish negative reports about the NPA," Ramas said. 
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MILITARY RECOVERS BODY OF KIDNAPPED MAYOR 


HK140725 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 13 Jan 86 pp 1, 12 
[By Pete Mabazza] 


[Text] Tuguegarao, Cagayan -- The body of kidnapped Mayor Romualdo Bebiones was found 
by his relatives and military men in a forested area some 30 kilometers east of barangay 
Bintawan, Villaverde, Neuva Vizcaya where he was last seen. 


This was learned from Benjamin Alinea, provincial manager of the Ministry of Human 
Settlements [MHS], who submitted a report to MHS area Manager Jose B. Agulto yesterday. 
Alinea had received a report about the discovery of the mayor's body from his field 
personnel. 


Alinea said Bebiones was kidnapped and tried reportedly by a "kangaroo court" of 
the New People's Army for alleged atrocities committed against Villaverde residents. 


But Capt. Francis Dar Navarro, spokesman of the 2nd PC-INP [Philippine Constabulary- 
Integrated National Police] regional command here, could not confirm whether the 
kidnappers of the mayor were members of the NPA. Navarro said the military is still 
investigating the reports of alleged atrocities of the mayor. 


Alinea said the kidnappers had also released Bebiones' driver Jose Ablaza who was 
kidnapped with the mayor, so that Ablaza could relay a message to the military and the 
mayor's relatives. Alinea said the message was that the rebels" court was trying the 
mayor for atrocites he committed. Ablaza sought refuge in the PC-INP provincial head- 
quarters in Bayombong for fear of his life. 


Bebiones and Ablaza were kidnapped at gunpoint at the mayor's residence on Jan 3 

at barangay Bintawan by a group of armed men reportedly led by a woman. The armed men 
reportedly looted Bebiones’ five hand grenades, eight assorted firearms, and radio 
transceiver sets. 


Brig. Gen. Thomas B. Manlongat, Recom 2 commander, had earlier offered a cash prize 
vf P20,000 for information leading to the recovery of the mayor. 


COMMUNIST GUERRILLA PLANS FOR CEBU REVEALED 


HK140534 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 13 Jan 86 p 1, 4 
[By Daniel Florida] 


[Text] Military authorities yesterday exposed an alleged plan of the communist ia- 
surgents to develop Metropolitan Cebu into another "laboratory" for urban guerrilla 
warfare, similar to that in Davao City. 


The supposed plan was reportedly revealed by four members of a seven-man communist 
hit squad of the Visayan Commission or Viscom of the Communist Party of the Philippines 
and its military arm, the New People's Army. The four were arrested in Cebu recently. 


Brig Gen. Renato Ecarma, chief of the Central Visayas Regionai Unified Command [URC], 
notified Gen. Fabian C. Ver, armed forces chief of staff, of the alleged communist 
plan and said steps are now being taken to abort it. 
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Ecarma said the Viscom is being assisted in this plan by the communist movement's 
Mindanao Commission or Kommid. He said the informants had told investigators that the 
Kommid had already sent some of its top leaders to Metropolitan Cebu to lay the ground- 
work for the establishment of so-called armed city partisan units or ACPUs. 


The Viscom, Ver was told, has a mass base of from 34,000 to 42,000 men spread in 220 of 
central Visayas’ 2,967 baranggay. The group is reportedly headed by Prudencio Calubid 

of Samar. The group is also reported to have established a provincial party committee 

in Cebu and Bohol. 


The Kommid is reportedly headed by Benjamin de Vera whom Camp Aguinaldo sources identi- 
fied as a close ally of Calubid. Both communist leaders are among the top 10 CPP-NPA 
leaders listed in the military order of battle. 


Meanwhile, TIMES JOURNAL correspondent Salvador Ramos reported from General Santos City 
that soldiers and militiamen killed seven NPA terrorists and wounded an undetermined 
number of others in a day-long gunbattle in Baranggay Montilla, Malapatan, South 
Cotabato. Three militiamen were killed in the gunfight. 


The slain rebels reportedly belonged to an 80-man band led by Commander Brigol. The 
group had been collecting money and foodstuff from residents in the area. 


Early last week, the same band disarmed militiamen in Baranggay Kitulag, Maiapatan. 
They took the CHDF [Civilian Home Defence Force] men's 12 Garand rifles. 


In another development, Ver ordered Ecarma and Brig. Gen. Dionisio [an-gatue Jr., 
Western Visayas RUC chief, to mobilize patrols to neutralize the communists’ alleged 
campaign to sabotage the elections. Ver had also underscored to officers and members 

of the Lioness District 301-A2 the role of civic organization in making the government's 
counterinsurgency campaign more effective. 


25 NPA REBELS REPORTED DEAD IN RECENT CLASHES 


HK130955 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 1l Jan 86 p 8 
[By Ped Velasco] 


[Text] Tagum, Davao del Norte -- Twenty-five rebels were killed in three separate 
encounters between government troopers and New People's Army (NPA) men in Maco and 
Mawag towns, this province, Wednesday and Thursday. 


Col Marcelo Blando, commander of Task Group panther of the lst Scout Ranger Regiment, 
said that 21 rebels were killed when Ranger troopers led by Sgt Predixto Doctor raided 
a rebel camp in barangay Barile in Maco town at 10 a.m. Wednesday. Blando said some 
100 rebels were then holding a conference on the Feb 7 elections in the camp when 30 
government troopers surprised them. He said the rebels were under a certain Commander 
Julie of the main guerrilla unit of the NPA here. 


The government troopers suffered no casualty in the three-hour firefight which ensued. 
The rebels withdrew after the arrival of reinforcement troops from a nearby military 


camp. 


Recovered at the NPA camp were several Browning automatic ~ifles, seven Armalite 
rifles, four Garrand rifles, eight combat bags, assorted ammunition, and personal 
belongings of the rebels. 
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Two rebels, including a woman were killed in an encounter with soldiers in biivangay 
Andile in Mawag town Wednesday morning. The woman rebel was identified as "K» 
[comrade] Helen." He said elements of the lst Scout Ranger battaliou uni:r Lt Col 
Ante Bonifacio were on combat patrol when it encountered the rebels led bh: "Ka Helen." 


The slain NPA commander was identified as Bobong Thicote, alias "Commander Jim Boy." 
Thicote was killed in an encounter in barangay Balangan, Maco town Thursday morning. 


10 Dead in Cotabata 
HK160533 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 15 Jan 86 p 1l 
[By Bo Ramos] 


[Text] Gen Santos City -- Pursuing soldiers and militiamen killed six more communist 
guerrillas but also suffered four civilian Home Defense Force [HDF] men killed in an 

ambush staged by withdrawing insurgents yesterday in Baranggay Pag-asa, Alabel Town, 

South Cotabato. 


Col Orlando Soriano, Southwestern foces commander, said the NPA band led by Commander 
Brigol who figured in the encounter Saturday noon, withdrew toward the hinterland of 
Baranggay Alabel and joined with the forces of renegade army sergeant Briccio Pido. 


Lt Col Ernesto Uy, third infantry battallion commander, said at 9 a.m. yesterday, a 
CHDF team led by Commander Lorita Lopez, a women, on reconnaissance mission in 
Baranggay Pag-asa was ambushed by the NPA, killing four militiamen on the spot. They 
were identified as brothers Ireneo and Dionisio de la Cruze, Rogelio Lanuza and Benigno 
Quirante. CHDF Donato de los Rios was wounded. The rebels seized three Garand rifles 
and one Browning automatic rifle from the slain militiamen. 


The encuunter triggered a three-hour long gunbattle between some 300 rebels and com- 
posite army and PC soldiers under army Capt Efren Potestades, Alex Solis, Butch 
Bautista and PC Lt Romy Ramos. Soriano said baranggay Pag-asa the area of a scheduled 
political rally by the municipal Kilusang Bagong Lipunan stalwarts under Mayor Lucio 
Alaba. 


LATE REPORT: MARCOS SPOKESMAN DENIES ILLNESS 
HK171I09 Hong Kong AFP in English 1100 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Excerpts] Manila, Jan 17 (AFP) -- A spokesman for President Ferdinand Marcos today 
denied that the chief executive was ailing and said his hand bled during a campaign 
rally yesterday due to a scratch inflicted by overeager supporters. 


Meanwhile, supporters of opposition candidate Corazon Aquino announced that they plan- 
ned to form a 2.25 million-strong group of poll watchers to discourage cheating in the 
polling precincts during a February 7 presidential election. Vic Sison, an official 
of the Corazon Aquino for President Movement, told a news conference they were expect- 
ing attempts by Mr Marcos" supporters "to prevent Mrs Aquino's votes from being trans- 
lated into clection returns." 


Deputy Information Minister Gualbuerto Lumauig said today it was not true that the 
68-year-old president, rumoured to have a kidney ailment that requires dialysis, was 
ill. Mr Marcos was visibly tired as he was carried by security agents up a stage in 
the northern city of Dagupan yesterday and appeared to be in pain, having difficulty 
raising his left hand to flash a victory sign to his supporters, an AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE correspondent said. 
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A plaster strip was seen on the back of the president's left palm. Some reporters cov- 
ering the campaign said the strip peeled off and blood trickled out, requiring treatment 
from medical aides. 


Mr Lumauig told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE that the President's palm was scratched because of 
"too many persons trying to shake hands with him." He denied that the president had a 
more serious ailment. Mr Marcos took a day off from his provincial sorties today, while 
Mrs Aquino was campaigning in the southern islands of Mindanao. 


U.S. Embassy and Navy spokesmen here today dismissed speculation that U.S. warships 
were arriving in the Philippines in connection with the presidential poll, saying the 
visits were routine calls. 


The Blue Ridge, flagship of the Seventh Fleet based in Japan, docked here yesterday, 
while the aircraft carrier Midway is due to arrive next week in the U.S. Subic Bay 
Naval Base west of here across Manila Bay. U.S. Embassy spokesman Allan Croghan said 
the visits were routine, while a spokesman at the Subic base said: "There's no connec- 
tion with the coming election that I know of at all." The United States, the 
Philippines’ main military and economic aid donor and trade partner, also maintains 
Clark Air Base north of here. Clark and Subic are the largest overseas U.S. bases, 
covering the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 


Leading pro-government newspaper columnists today criticised plans by members of the 
ruling New Society Movement (KBL) party to have the U.S. Ambassador to Manila removed 
for alleged interference in local affairs. 


A National Assembly official yesterday confirmed that the KBL was considering asking 
that Stephen Bosworth be declared persona non grata because had had told a press forum 
Monday that Manila must hold a "credible election." 


"Ambassador Bosworth, like any other ambassador, merely does what he's asked to do," 
Teodoro Valencia wrote in the DAILY EXPRESS, while Jesus Bigornia said in the bulletin 
today that proponents of a parliamentary probe into Mr Bosworth's activities were 
"skating on thin ice." 


LATE REPORT: GRENADE SCARE AT AQUINO RALLY 


HK171315 Hong Kong AFP in English 1259 GMT 17 Jan 86 


[Text] Davao, Philippines, Jan 17 (AFP) -- A grenade scare briefly marred a rally 
today for opposition presidential candidate Corazon Aquino in this troubled southern 
Philippine city. Mrs Aquino was addressing more than 5,000 people packed into the 
small Rizal Park here when a shout of "grenade" was heard up front from among the 
crowd. 


Mrs Aquino interrupted her speech and swiftly sat down while aides and local political 
leaders jumped up and shielded the candidate with their bodies. The crowd surged for- 
ward but the incident was all over in about one minute and Mrs Aquino resumed her 
speech, saying: "Let us not be afraid. If we are afraid, all our lives we will have 
a dictator who will terrorize us." 


The larger part of the crowd was apparently unaware of the incident but residents who 
were glued to their radios because they could not be accommodated on the square were 
confused by the incident, described by opposition leaders as a "minor scare." The 
prankster was not identified and police had no immediate comment. 


Davao, some 940 kilometers (564 miles) southeast of Manila in Mindanao Island, is 
strongly influenced by the communist New People's Army, guerrilla force of the banned 
Communist Party of the Philippines. 
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